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PREFACE 


Whoever attempts a romance on a Bajpnt theme m 
Hughol times must acknowledge his indebtedness to 
Tod’s monnmental work on Bajasthan and to Bernier’s 
Tra/oAs From Colonel Tod’s book I have taken, with 
some mmor omissiona, the splendid letter sent by the 
Bana of Mewax to Anrangeeb Tod gives this letter as 
translated from the Persian ongmal by Sir W B Bonse 
It IS not for me here to dispute the authorship of the 
original letter In an old translation of some PersiBn 
ilfemoirs of Ddh and Fmeabai by WiDiam Hoey I found 
the letter sent by Aurangseb to entrap his son Muham- 
mad Akbar I have added to it one parenthetical 
clause 

Historically consideicd, the theme of the book is the 
discomfiture of Aurangseb m the Bajput War I have 
followed the course of events closely, ^t have naturally 
enou^ taken such bberties as are permissible to a 
romancer For example, I have made the rescue of 
God TTnnlnin. from Muttra take place several years later 
than it really did, and have pictarada difierent route as 
talmn by the rescuers from the actual one I have also, 
for greater dromaiac effect, imagmed the deaths of 
Jaswant Smgh of Jodhpur and of Jai Sin^ of Amber 
as falling together. My heromes, Fremabai and Am- 
bnlilfii, are purely fiotitaous , so too axe most of the 
episodes m which the hero Bhim Su^ figures. The 
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epiaode of lihe outHaw Gocoldas is pure fictaon The full 
accouni; of lihe battile of lihe Bersch is also fiotaon, based, 
hoTTever, on the bare statement that Aniangzeb himself 
was utteilj routed somewheie thereabouts in Udaipur 
temtory I hare also taken liberties with the location 
of the Feaoook Throne All the fictitions episodes, 
nevertheless, are qmte m keopmg with Bajput histoiy 
and chaiactei as recorded m the chromoles 
My hero Blum Singh is a very shadowy figure m the 
chromcles About his end theie are conflicting versions 
One ohromde says that he was killed at Nadol , tlie 
other says that, being really the eldei son but somehow 
in the end tnc^d out of his inheritance, he lesolved to 
quit his country and seek his fortunes at the Empeior’s 
Court For hu good services the Emperor made him 
Baja of Banera, a filef whidi, I beheve, is still hold 
by his descendants Thera is also a statement m one 
chronicle that he met his death by breakmg his spine 
during on exhibition of his special feat of swmgmg onto 
an overhanging bough from his horse as it galloped 
beneath His brother, Joi Smgh, has a later history os 
Bana from his recorded acts as Bana I have con- 
structed his character as a lad 
I venture to claim, therefore, that my tale is sound 
enough as history, and I hope my readers will find it 
sound enough as romance 
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CHAPTER I 


TEE BOAB HDKT 
(1) The Gaihemg 

Gay and animated was the scene on t!ie great terrace 
m front of the palace of tiie Sana of Mewar one bnght 
sprmg morning From far and neat the feudal chief- 
tains had come at the bidding of their pnnce to celebrate 
the Festival of Ahanea A finer, more manl 7 set of 
men ws nowhere to be seen Dressed m tumcs and 
turbans of green, the customary gift of the Rana to his 
mvited guests on this festival day, they were dustered 
m httle groups laughing and m holiday mood without 
any distmction of rank or degree On such occasions, 
indeed, the chieftains of the lowest rank were considered 
as worthy of honour as even the ‘great ancient’ of 
Hewar, the cbef Butten of Salumbai, head of the 



the van m battle In one htde group were to be seen 
the Saktawat chieb, Mokham and Gunga, memly jest- 
mg with the chieftains of Bedla and Bijolh Near to 


tiiem the aged chief of Bhainsror was m earnest converse 
with Thakui Gopmath of Ghanerao, the chief town m 
the provmce of Godwar on the western side of the 
Aravallia The latter was a remarkable-looking man of 
middle age, whose short bladr beard and moustache 
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treie already flecked wilih grey To tius redoubtable 
\remor tras comimtted the keeping of ibe Pass of 
Eumbbalmer, guarded by Gie strongest fortress in the 
wbole mountam range (d tbe Aiavalbs Not many 
months were destined to pass before be was to ezpenence 
to the full the weight of this most responsible post and 
nobly to discharge his duty 
Oanteimg up to them on his horse ‘ The Thunderbtflt ’ 
came a lad of sixteen, Pnnce Bhim Sin^, tiie Bana’s 
seoand son He greeted them nght meraly, for he was 
m hi^ spmts It was the first tame he was to ]om m 
this dangerous sport of hunting the wild boar He was 
bunung with eagerness to show himself a true Bajput 
and to have his name celebrated by the bard for skill 
and dating Hia earned a spear m his n^t hand , m 
his bolt was a heavy javelm about a foot long, quite 
unlike the short da^rs corned by many of ^ oomr 
panions, but he had no sword This ounous javebn 
was remarked upon by Thaknr Gopmath, and the Pnnce 
explained that he had long been praotisuig the art of 
tlOTWing it, indeed he asserted without any air of 
boastful exaggeration that he could spbt a young bam- 
boo at twenty paces distant The Bawat d Bhainsior 
looked mctedulouB, httle knowing that his assertion was 
no idle boast and that the young Punce’s skill with this 
unusual weapon was to be the means of savu^ the life 
of Thaknr Gopmath on this memorable day— the last 
Ahoirea to bo celebrated m Mewac for some years to 
come Alas* other foes to the Goddess of Harvwt than 
the wild boar were soon to be ravagmg the smiling crops 
The kettle-drums sounded from withm the front 
courtyard of the palace All eyes were turned to the 
arched entrance, all tongues were hushed, and the chief- 
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tarns ranged tliemselves m lino tritii eager oxpeotancy 
The Bana had mounted his s^ted gray horse, famons 
throughout Rajasthan for its speed, and vras seon slowly 
advandng ^ was followed by his heir-apparent, Jai 
Singh, upon another grey horse, which the Fru^ secretly 
maintsmed was more than a match for his father’s horse 
' The Arrow ’ Both wore dressed in green, the hunter’s 
garb Thera was, mdeed, notinng about their dress or 
eqmpment to distinguidi them from the ordmoiy 
ctaoftam. The Rana, who was but first among his 
peers, graciously acknowledged the salutaiiona mth 
winch he was received 

Raj Smgh, Rana of Menar, was now m the twenly- 
fifth year of his reign. The years of his rule had been 
marked by a very severe famme, the dm e&cto of which 
had caused him to thmk of some endunng remedy 
agamst snob evds He had planned and earned to 
completion the magmficont Bc^mmund by raising a 
wonderful marble dam across a mountam valley to 
imgate the tablelaad below Thoughtful, courteous 
and gracious, he yet lacked nothmg of the energy and 
martial vigour of his ancestors and left a name as 
glonouB as any m the annals of Uewai 

The Rana, with the Rawat of Salumbai, whose here- 
ditary pnvilege it was to be next his sovereign, led the 
way across the terrace, followed by Fimce Joi Sin^ 
Breakmg away from the group of cbeftains, with whom 
he had just been conversmg, Bhim Sin^ jomed his 
brother They wished each other the best of luck m 
this their first boar-hunt The two jmnees were of an 
age— born, mdeed, of different mothers on the same day 
and at the same hour l^ough nidike m many ways, 
they were muted by a warm a&ction Jai Sm^ was 
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the Bon of the Bane’s favonnte mfe Bangadevi, Princess 
of Bupnagar, a juiuoi branch, of the famous Bajput 
House of Marwar, whom he had von by a bold coup 
The Emperor Aurangzeb had had m mmd to follov the 
example of his predecessors and marry a Bajput princess 
Bangadevi had been the lady of his choice lattledidhe 
dream that the lady he chose would not only reject with 
disdam the profim^d alliance but would even prefer 
self-destruction She had entrusted her cause to the 
strong arm of the chief of fhe Bajput race, offering 
herself as the reward of protection ‘ Was the swan/ 
she wrote to him, ‘to be the mate of the stork, a 
Bajputm, pure m blood, to be the wife of the monkey- 
faced barbarian I ’ The Bans had answered the appeal 
and boldly rescued her from the impenal escort which 
Aurengzab had sent to fetch his bnde 
But the spirit of Bangadevi had not descended to her 
son Jai Sm^, short m stature and thick-set m build, 
was mdined to be rather inactive He had attained 
only a moderate degree of profimonoy m most of the 
sports and martial exeroses of the Bajput noble, but he 
was a splendid nder He preferred his flute playing to 
all other puismts, and was m truth no mean performer 
He was for this reason very acceptable to the ladies, for 
whose company he learnt to have an undue preference 
Had a stronger been asked wbidi of the two was the 
son of Bangadevi he would without hesitation have 
pomted to Bhim Singh Taller than his brother by 
many inches, ho was hthe and smewy No one could 
do sndi gymnastic feats as he, vaultmg and leaping, 
BWingmg on the boughs of trees with almost as much 
cose and sloll as the monkeys themselves He was an 
excellent horseman, proficient with bow and arrow. 
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Tnth jarclm and speai, and loannng to master the long 
heavy cat-ftnd'thnist s;vocd He was. patient and pei- 
scvetmg in leatnmg these arts though mchned in all 
else to be somewhat rash and impetuous 
Slowly the gay cavalcade wended its way beneath the 
Tnplc Gate, foDowmg the Bana by twos and throes 
From behind the screens and the balconies of the palace 
the queens, their children and attendants and the wives 
and daughters of many of the chieftamsj were watchmg 
with mtciest and discussmg with animation the vanous 
cluefs as they rode along Conscious of bnght eyes 
looking down upon them, some of the ndcis made their 
steeds curvet and prance about to show off their own 
skill and tossed their spears high aloft Many were the 
conjectures amongst the ladies whose sword or whose 
spear would reap the richest harvest , many the anec- 
dotes of former prowess Wlulst their elders were thus 
engaged, the cMldron, fasemated by the pretty sight 
below them, were eagerly pomtmg out to one another 
wliatever attmeted theix attention foi the moment, end 


laughmg memly at the pranomg steeds that would have 


that threatened so often to fall on the ndeis’ heads 
Behmd the eager group of children, at the further end 
of the balcony, I^mahai, dan^ter of Thakur Gopmath 
of Ghanerao, was stnndmg mutely dnnking m the scene 
before her, and vaguely wnhmg that Fnnce Bhun had 
been one of the last to disappear from mght She had 
watclied him talkmg to her father and admired his fine 
features and the easy grace of his eveiy movement She 
had seen his frankly cordial greetmg to his brother. The 
only child of her fether, and for many years motherless, 
die often felt limdy and yearned for some companions 
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of her ovm ago and rank Bhim Sugh, she thought, 
would hnvo made an ideal brother Tlicir tastes nould 
have been so similar Por the Thnkiir of Ghancrao had 
taught his dan^tor to tide, to shoot and to swim Ho 
had brought her up mdecd as a son, and had frequently 
applauded her skill with the bow, saymg that the bow 
must be her weapon but that the sword and lance were 
beyond her strength Bromabai had acquiesced, and 
beyond handlmg sword and lance and leanung the feel 
of them she had not practised their use It must not 
be thou^t that she was of a masterful manmsh typo, 
for this was not the cose Though she accompamed W 
father oTerprhore, even sometimes m petty skirmishes, 
learning to endure the sight of blood and wounds, die 
still rotamed the best of a woman’s nature Piety was 
a marked feature of her charaoter , her best fhend was 
a learned Sanyasi who, with her fatlun’s approval, m- 
struotod her m Yedic lore ^ough, when dressed as a 
boy, she mi^t have passed anywhere for a nobleman’s 
son, she appeared at her best m girlish attire Her 
figure was dun and strai^t ond supple her face a fine 
oval shape \nth lustrous brown eyes, a strai^t rather 
aquihne nose, dhe^ of the frediest bloom, bps of the 
rosiest red, and a wdl-rounded ohm showing fiimnpug 
and deteimmation of oharooter When die removed her 
scarf there could bo seen diort tresses dossier thgn the 
raven’s wing ' 


(2) The Hunt 

The Rana led the way down the gentle slope from his 
palace to the maigm of the lake Then putting their 
horses to an easy canter, and spreading out more or less 
mto hue, the whole party skiited the northern side of 
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the .vridc bay which litikc Fichola makes at this point 
Swoids Sashed in the air os some of the ohicftaiDs, bend- 
ing low over their saddle-boa s, made cuts at on imoginaiy 
boar Evci^ now and then a cavahot would gallop for- 
ward with his spear hdd upnght until he saw some 
suitable mark— then down would oome his uncriing 
spear to etnke the chosen object. These prehmmanos 
were in order to practise their eye— for the wild boar is 
a ruthless foe not to be missed with impunity 

Then, leaving the lake, they diverged at an angle m 
a north-westerly direction, making for the wilder, more 
broken coontiy amidst the foothills This they reached 
after a nde some sue or seven miles It was rough 
going for the horses, and yot theu ndccs seemed to taloi 
no note but let their woll-trained steeds pek their own 
way Suddenly a halt was called With profound 
obeuanccs a peasant approached the Rana Bh re- 
ported that the scouts had sent him back to say that 
thqr had located three or four boars m a lavmo, where 
they were hidden in dense sorub This ncivs was most 
welcome Successful huntmg on tlus Ahaiiea day was 
held to be most au^cious id ptospenty and success m 
the conung year. The Rona was inunonsely pleased 
and gave the man a nch reward 

RoDowingthc peasant’s dirQction8,the horsemen moved 
off a couple of mdes to the opening of the lame and 
found the scouts sittmg mottonless on tho rocky edges 
of both ddes and at tho head, waiting until the hunters 
were ready before they hurled down rocks to drive out 
the quarry 

The horsemen took np then positions m a wide semi- 
oicle The Rana had the post of honour m the centre, 
nght opposite the mouth of tho lavme Jai Sm^, 
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bristHog mono and the point wedged itself firmly m o 
cleft of the Tock The Thoknr relcssed his hold and, as 
soon as posable, reined in Im hor>o to rcttic\e his spear 
It teas useless to go on in pursuit for be earned no other 
^’capon that day except a small dogger in his belt 
. Mcamrhilc Blum Singh bad gone tbundcnng past and 
caught sight of the flymg quarry as it emerged from the 
bnsheo He was glad he had not checked Tliunderbolt s 
speed His first impulse had been to do so \tbcn ho saw 
the Thakiir striking, lie hardly expected such an ox- 
ponenced hunter to mias twice Hoivevcr, the fates had 
been land to liiin, and now at last it uas hia turn He 
nonld show the Thaknr how to do it. But he was so 
e\atcd that, uhen he hod come within a reasonable 
distance, without thinking, ho stood up m his stimips 
and actually hurled Lis spear at the beast He missed 
Ids aim, and the qicar biuicd its head in the ground just 
before tiie boar Ferluips it was this that made the 
boar swerve adde and turn m a short circlo to rush once 
mom down the track ho had come Once more Thunder- 
, bolt swung round and resumed the mad chose The hoar 
had 0 good start It was qmte a hundred yards before 
Thunderbolt bad overhauled Imn Blnm Singh looked 
ahead, and to his horror noticed the Thakui dismounted 
and puUing carefully at his lance to avoid snapping it 
Ho shouted to warn him of his imminent danger About 
twenty yards short of the Thakur there was an open 
qiace &ec of bashes, and Kero Blum Smgh trusted to 
stop the hoar Quickly drawing his licoiy javohn from 
" its leather sheath, ho spurred on Thunderbolt to yet 
greater efEoit At last his chance came , ho most make 
sure of his qnany before the bushes hid hun Baismg 
aloft luB nght arm, ho hurled the javdm with all his 
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might and had the satisfaction of seeing it buiy itself 
up to the hilt ]ust htdiind the beast’s Moulder Over 
he toppled, quivered and Ia7 still The Thokur ma 
uanu in his praises of the Prince’s skill and very smcore 
m hiB gtatitude He knew well that the Prmce had 
saved him from death, or at all events from being badly 
gored 

Meanwhile m other parts of the field the sport had 
been fast and funous One zm^ty hog had rushed out 
of the ravine straight down throu^ the centre of the 
line of e^cctont ndeis l%e Bans and his son both 
turned their horses at the same moment and funously 
charged after it Jai Smgh had the bettor chance, for 
he was now to the loft of the Ime of fiight Neok and 
neck he raced olongside The Arrow, ond to his utmost 
satisfaction found himself outstnpping the Buna After 
a wild gallop for three furlongs he was several paces 
ahead and couched his spear for a thrust It was 
highly doubtful whether he would have had the strength 
to kill the boar had it kept a strai^t course But with 
its natural cunning the hog seemed to realise the near- 
ness of the lonce-head and ' jinked,’ by femtmg a turn to 
the nght and then suddenly swerving across to the loft 
almost under the nose of his pursuer’s steed distinc- 
tively toudung the left ram, the Prmce saved lus horse 
from stumbling over the beast and simifitaneously thrust 
hard at it The great speed at which ho had been nding 
ensured a deadly blow The lance was dnvon well home 
mto the boar, aud there it was left shekmg up mto the 
oir like a flagstafi of victoiy ' Bravo, Jai Smgh, for a 
beginner that was most skilfully done,’ cned his father 
‘ Truly your steed is speedier than mme Your brother’s 
IS called " The Thunderbolt ” , hereafter j’ouis shall bo 
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named “ The Li^tnmg Bash ” It is, my son, a most 
happy Biiguiy fox tiie fatoie Well dime, indeed I’ 
The Ftmoe's pleasuie at these \7am woids of piaise was 
beyond measnie 

The dhie& on the other mng of the semiciide also 
enjoyed good sport The lemsmmg boars had (dunged 
n^t m amongst them and had been hotly chased by 
fo^ or fifty horsemen dioatuig in exnltatm With so 
many pnisuers the ammals bad htile (diance of escape 
One hog had soon been despat(>hed by a svroid-thrast 
from the Bedla edneftam , but the other, a bigger and 
stronger beast than his lUrfated companion, by making 
aktlful use of all the natural cover and dod^ng tbia way 
and that, had eluded his puisucis for neatly a mile 
He was seen to be nuikmg a wide sweep to the ngbt, 
evidently bopmg to reach the sano faiary of the ravme. 
from whioh he had been so unceremomously dnven ont 
Suddenly he disappeared When the pnisoit came up 
to the spot where the earth bad apparently swallowed 
him up, they found themselves on ^e edge of a deep 
nnUah whose sides were too prenpitons and whose bed 
was too lody for even a Bajput to take hia horse mto 
It was a matter for some disonssion whether the beast 
eotdd possibly have escaped breakmg its lunba by snob 
a leap 0(mclnduig that there was a bate (fiianoe that 
the bnshes had broken its fall, the party divided to 
block np either evtt, some to the left and some, the more 
experienced hunters, to the n^t, that being nearest to 
the ravme The boar, meanwhile, rodoLy shaken but 
otheiwise niunjured, was squattang beneath an over- 
hanging roiik gammg its second wind There it would 
have stayed ah day had not the beaters come up and, 
.throwmg down flaming torches, set fire to the brush- 
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Uttlo expected the honoui, fox lie had done nothing 
worthy of note lihat day With tho cap he had sent the 
watchword ‘Bememhet Kuntbhalmec.’ The Thakui 
gracefully acknowledged the compliment When the 
hard had lehcatsed the glonons exploits of the day m 
lus i^io;viB(^ stanzas, and hod called to mind the gallant 
deeds of ^e Bane's ancestors, the banquet ended As 
the settmg sun flushed the mountam peaks with a deh< 
cate rosy hue they mounted agam and took their home- 
waid way 



GHAPTMin 
SANCraABY 
(1) The Message 

Tbc meny montli of Fhalgan that had bee& ushered m 
tnth the Ahauea had diaira to its dose The notous 
nuith had been, if anything, mote hvdy than usnol, as 
if to compensate for the two years to come when the 
sterner leahtiea of war were to drive oil other thoughts 
out of men’s minds Groups of people had continually 
patrolled the streets, throwing orimson powder at one 
another with shouts of laughter and nbald jests The 
chieftains, all of them who had cared to jom m the fun, 
had played the game of hxAi on the grand terrace m front 
of the palace A bnlliont sight it had been to see them, 
with the most graceful and dexterous horsemanship, 
dartmg at one another, pursuing, ourvetmg and jesting 
when their missiles, formed of tlw plates of nimn enclos- 
ing the ciimson powder, hit Gieir mark On the last 
day of the fesbvd the big kettle-drums at the Tnplo 
Gate had summoned all the chiefs with their letmues to 
attend their prince and accompany li™ in procession to 
the Chougan or h^cld of War There m the long hall, 
reached by a flight of marble st(^, under a roof sup- 
ported by square columns witiiout any walls, the Bana, 
surrounded by his duefs, hod jmssed a pleasant liour 
14 
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Hstemng to tbe songs m ptaise of Eohca, and watoluiig 
the liufiqoiu and itmoiant groups Mow nuxmg with the 
mounted igtamers, throwmg powder m thou: eyes or 
ddugmg their garments with the cnmson liqmd In the 
evemng the Bona hod feasted his chiefo and had distn- 
buted cocoanuts and swords of la& pamted in grotesque 
fashion, meant as b urlesqu e m keepmg with the char- 
acter of the day when war is banished and man is bidden 
by the Goddess who rules the sprmg to multiply and not 
destroy At Twgb tfn.H large bqn^s had been ht for the 
buznmg of the hdk, and the orgies had nsen to their 
hei^t. So had Fhalgun passed m the year 1679 A n 
The re]oicin^ m honour d Ooun m the followmg 
month were m full swing when an unexpected event 
occurred The Bana, his chiefs and mimsters, after 
having duly bowed to the Goddess on her throne dose 
to the wat^B edge, were seated m their boats on the 
lake watching the graceful dance of the maidens before 
the image, and bstemng to their melodious hymns m 
honour of the Goddess of Abundance oi on love and 
dnvahy, when a wntten message was dehveied to the 
Bana that instantly made him look grave and perpleiM 
A whispered colloquy took place with the chieftom of 
Sidnmbu and a bnef message m reply was despatdied 


unwise to mteirupt the ntes It would he time enough / 
that evening to take the necessary steps After some 
hours of easy and good-humoured conversation, duimg 
which she was supposed to be bathing, the Goddess was 
taken up and conveyed to the palace m a stetdy pro- 
cession Before her went damsds with wands of silver , 
on either ode two^beautiM maidens waved the silver 
ehama over her head , hdund her came a long Ime of 
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had an nrduaua ]fn^m^y ncroiti th« moimt utut. 
Bwt hw hnn of immediate* pntsiiit x\cn* «m«qd(‘mUv 
alliycd by the }>nmii''o of Iho Tlwkur of fihimcmo to 
act as a rcargantd to hi>r small }inrty. '1 hu 17mkur had 
ohtai&rd {tcnnifismn ftom tho Kana to depart to }u<> 
^5tatCft before the Qoun feast '^a‘» over Premabai had 
been i!mpi)OWted, She had looked fomard to this 
great fcbtivd though ■'ho had often seen it before Her 
father’s vord was Ian She had littered nn remon* 
•liancc Nay, indeed, nbea she knew that Darga Mata 
'~lhe CIoddc«s of the inountaui of Kumbhalmer that was 
her falhcr^a special catt~hnd uppoared to lum m a vision 
and told hun to he tip and doing, for dongci threatened, 
she had been the mote nsYioui of the two to dejiart 
Thin It wiLS that the Tliaknr and his daughter, mth 
thoir relimio o! five hundred man, had toned to put nn 
impassable barrier ’tmxt the queen ond her enemies 
For non- had reached her that a force of unknown 
strength had marched from Dcllu under Airnl Khun and 
hod already poeeed Ajmer 


(2) T/ie Jlcdnip 

At sunnsc the next day the Bana had pushed on to 
the Bapas llu rojal kettle-drums announced his 
approach ife crosbcd the nver and made his way to 
the Rani’s camp He found her sitting in front of her 
tent dnnkmg m the fresh cool morning brccKO and garing 
across to the mountain barrior now* bogmmng to bnghton 
beneath the rays of tho using son Once more she found 
hcisidf m tho country of hoi birth — once mote she felt 
convmrcil that the view of the mountains from the east 
was far finer than that from tho west whom her now 
ses. n 
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Lome lind licon for Fc\crn] >tan. Slw* wn« gmtoltil for 
the toolnc‘>s of the inonting. for ehe hnri pnwd a tMtlew 
night of fc\cn<ih anxirtr nnd looked ^\om nnd hftggnnl < 
‘ Welcome to Mennr, fair cou‘>in,' mid the Bonn in 
gentle tonF<i ' I Ain nght glad to rcr thee, though, jf 
ntmour speak true, the occa<uon of th} coming ji ror* 
ronfiil Bill I me thou nrt uenr} and md Thia is not 
the time nor this the place to Tchcarte thj talc of woe 
Let us hasten back to the pslsce in irhich thou didst 
spend mam happ) hours of thv girlhood My queens 
mil nclcomc thee mth open arms, \nien thou art 
lested and refreshed I mil hear thy stoi}* * 

Korumdon, nho had risen to greet him, hoired her 
aequiesccnec Orders were giscn to strike ramp The 
queen mth her babe and her female Attendants in 
palk-is wore soon fomed oier the mer, and the part) 
proceeded by easy stages and frequent halts trmanls 
' the city of the nsing sim * Tiic whole of the Emperor's 
block trcachoiy was soon told to the Sana’s cliieftauis 
by the Bahtor escort Fierce nnd deep mis their WTatb, 
but they rcslmined the expression of it, for they know 
full well that tlicu' noble and fearless pnnee would 
soon give them opportunities to speak tboir passionate 
tbou^ts m the language of sword and lance Late in 
the oicnmg of the second day they reached the city 
In n s paciou s room on the upper floor of the palace 
two queens were sitting side by side on soft cushions 
. Through the beautiful ^greo work of the marble latticed 
screens on the balcony the bnglit sun glinted and threw 
a ohcqueied hght upon the nch carpets mthm On the ' 
walls wore painted frescoes dopictmg the famous deeds 
of the Scsoduis Thus the royal duldrcn learnt tho 
hiBtoiy of tlieir race and were daily stincd by talcs of 
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heroic fidehtj and lovo of countiy Queen Bangadevi 
had her atm around the unhappy Jodhpur Bom, speak* 
ing words of comfort ' Weep ^y fill, cousm, let nature 
take its course Hereafter the fount of tears will be 
dried up and thou wilt be nerved for bold revenge’ 
‘ Ah me,* said Bommdevi, m broken accents thro^h 
her sobs, * but yesterday as ’twere I was so happy, to* 
joicmg in my good fortune and m my dear lord’s affec- 
tion. Alas I Alas ' my protfy babe that never saw its 
father My httle Ajit, to thee I must be both mother 
and father Bough and thorny is the path, but destmy 
wills that we tread it Never, whilst breath is m my 
body, shall that cruel tyrant come near thee ’ 

!I%ese thoughts seemed to cheek the flow of the 
widow’s tears, and tumii^ to her fnend she said m firm 
tones, * Bangadovi, thou too art of Matwat hneage , 
upon thy help I count much ’ 

‘Nay, nay,’ rophed the othei, ‘m tlus matter all 
Bajpufs ore alan All the dons %vi]l help thee, fair 
cousm It 18 a deadly msult to the whole Bajpnt race. 
Soon shall the tyrant know what ’tis to rouse the 
dwellers m Bajasthan ’ 

Tiiffcmg aside the omtam, the Bans softly entcied, and 
paying ^ respeots to the ladies sat down on the cushion 
by the side of Koiumdem Bangadevi moved a httle 
apart * Ay, tiuly,’ began the l^na, ‘ soon shall tbo 
l^ant leom the wroth the Bajputs. From thy Bah- 
tois, fair consm, 1 have learnt much of thy sad story , 
’twere well, if thou art able, for thee to rehearse 
events as they fell out, that 1 may see to the bottom of 
the ’Emperor’s new subtleties * 

, Then Borumdevi began m a low voice to teU her tale 
‘ Maharona,’ she said, ' know then that twenly months 
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ngo mv lortl wtm • iimtnoti<Hl to tli«* iiiiptnal court nnil 
birldpn to bnnp ‘•won Ihnamncl nunnlo Ilisrnrrri'if^n 
lonl Imil great work fur Iiim to do no Ir^i than to Into 
nn nmiy into distant Afglmtitslan to FeronqiuT tfio loct 
pnnincc of Knhul With Jaswiint Singh nnd his Iirase 
Rahtoru to lend the itn])enid forecn, he wrote, niicecnn 
Won nnniiTcd I likfd not thin finitenni;' ton'*, but iny 
lord anw naught but truth in his wonls heart wan 
filled mlh forcborhne Kabul was no far fiuan beyond 
inacccsaiblc mountains , fierce nnd cunning were the 
Afghans, the cold would lie intense But these fears 
I kept to tn3velf In spite of them I determined to 
nccompati} mj husband Mnharnna, \ou base heard 
how well m\ lord performed liis perilous tank nnd re- 
captured Kabul for his treacherous master In mj 
luslicf this now a did not gladden the Emperor, who had 
scoretly hoped for Jasw ant’s capture or death , ho os or 
boro a grudge against him for aiding Dam and opposing 
him at Fatchnbad But ho soon attained his dastardly 
wish By his orders Shajistn Klinn, his fellow 'Com- 
mander and leader of the Iduglutl troops, invited my 
lord to a banquet of victoiy and poisoned the cup 
The Musulroon had always been jealous nnd bisolj sus- 
punouB of my husband, accusmg him most falsely of 
treachery at Poona In mj despair I desired to commit 
wti, but the thought of my unborn babe and a thirst 
for revongo restmmed mo After my little Apt was 
bom, as soon ns I was able to travel, my m tropid 
donamon brought mo down from those cruel mountams 
ito troubles were not yet ended The tyrant had tlio 
_ o&onteiy to try bnbing my Rnhtore He dared to offer 
ttem laige temtones m Mnrwnr if they would surrender 
the babe The dansmon were most indignant at tlus 
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fnidft attempt to temper llieir loplty, and rith 
great Pfoni rejected this bate ofler 

‘ Then tlie monster F<'ni forth a strong force to captnre 
mo and my infant eon. Tojaaaxnil b a fierce battle, 
nhercin there vat much slnughlcr on both sides, no ncre 
Mctorious But, nliitst the i^ne nas doubtful and the 
fortune of war seemed agauti us, I rent my innocent babe 
bidden in a bashet of sncctnumts to a rcrtein SInshm, a 
faithful Inend of mj lord. I mjself had determined, if 
need arose, to kill myself sooner than be taken alis'c 
The faithful friend c.vricd mr babe mnn\ miles and 
gave bim over to my \ osenl Dnrgadns who «as Imrrj'ing 
to our rescue I doubt not that the Bmporor will attack 
us with an o\crwhclRung force Thcrcfoio have I come 
witli all speed BcrooB the mountains to claim sanctuaiy 
and protecUon from you 0 kuismon, let w together 
wreak s'cngcnnco on tlinl aecursed monster May his 
soul creep as a caterpillar on the floor of hell for sixty 
tlioosand years I ’ 

*01086 Inst words were uttered in a high shnll voice 
The Bani's fine face m her bitter wrath uoa c ontor ted , 
into ugbness She seemed idiout to burst out ogam mto 
speech when the Bana gently bud his hand upon her 
atm and said, ' It is cnoi^h , it sliall be, queen, os thou 
vrishest Aurangzeb bos no cause to love mo for snatch- 
mg his mtended bndo, and now he shall have cause for 
an ocean of liatied But I must call a council and devise 
measures with nqr chiefs for the immediate future ’ 

The council that evening was short The Sana’s de- 
cision mat with instant approval It was decided that 
the chiefs of Bednor, Dcogaib, Mandal, and Banera 
should hasten to theu fiefs, raise the fendal l evies and 
help the Thakui of Qhanorao to chase out, oi at any 
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rate anreat (ho progret of Afral Klinii and In* foreca 
marcliing do^sll from Ajmer Meaimliilc a jwicrful 
contingent under PnnLu Blum Singh ehould evort 
Korumdexi and her eon to the <itronghnhl of Kelna m 
the Araxalhs, nlicre Ajit Singh could Ik‘ under the im- 
mediate hafcgtmnl of the binxe Hurgadon, uhilit the 
Ham, ai occnnon ecned, could nur<o the ejunt of n- 
oistancc at home 



CHAPTEEm 

T5E FUGITIVES 

Th£BS tras no time to le lost A moimted escort of a 
thousand man, composed of the letmucs of three chief- 
tams who xnxe still at the court, under their o\m leaders, 
had assembled veiy early on the neict mommg beforo 
the palace Bhim Smgh was m the palace courtyard 
awaitmg Eonimdevi and her attendants Drawn up m 
Ime b ehind him was tiie small Bahtor escort of fifty men 
that were to form the Ham’s immediate body-guard 
Four polkis with their stiudy bearers were m readmess 
by the umer portal Withm a short time the Bonn was 
seen leadmg the Bom of Jodhpur by the hand 
From the bdcony above, the ladies of his Bawnla oi 
Zenana were watching the departure Tender had been 
the farewell between the queens Korumdevi liad been 
much strengihened and comforted by their sympathy 
and ensouiagement She looked a different woman 
Instead of weaoness ai^ sorrow there was fire and re- 
solution m her eyes She felt that the tide of fortune 
had begun to tom The period of vague uncortomly 
had passed Bow there was something defimte to do, 
and the prospect of direct action against her foes had 
brou^t baok her Ba]put courage. 

The Fnnce and the Bahtors saluted with tlieir swords 
The Bam was handed mto her pnlki by the Bana, her 
S3 
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dading infant ■was placed in lier lap , the Sana bowed 
low and the ourtaan dropped Meanwhile the Barn’s 
women had entered the other pallciB The bearers took 
them up and set forth at a smart pace, ibe escort ^hng 
into position on all sides When the party e merg ed,,., v 
from the courtyard headed by Bhim Sm^, who looked 
resplendent m his gold- ffllete d^turbpn with its peacocdr 
plume gracefully waving haokwa^, the waiting escort 
gave a general salute The c ontmgent of Nunach led,;,,,^ 
the way, on either flank rode the men of Bijolh, the 
rear was brought up by the retinue of Bedla, one of the 
sixteen leading nobles of Mewar Thus the Queen of 
Jodhpur set forth once more on her journeying 
Her gomg was not so leisurely as had been her coming 
under the Bana’s care Above all thmgs it was im- 
portant that she should be safely lodged m the mountam 
stronghold of Solwa before the advancing foe could cut 
oS her retreat A thousand Bajputs felt themselvos a 
match for ten tunes their number, but the Bana’s com- 
mands had been to spare the nerve-shaken queen the 
m^t of bloodshed, to push on with all rapidity, to leave 
the Bedla fcudatones as guardians of the pass, and to 
fall upon the flank of the &e if he should be so daring os 
to venture near the vall^ of Udaipur In obedience 
to these commands the Fnnce pushed on apace and 
reached the banks of the Banns well before noon on 
the second day 

Withm the Girwn, or circle of hills that enclosed the 
fertile valley of Udaipur, the Fnnce felt secure, and rode 
all the way by the side of the Barn’s palki But, when 
, tile giant portals of Doban had clanged behmd them, 
and they had loft the friendly lihdter of the enoirclu^ 
hills, It behoved him to keep a sharp look-out He sent 
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ou scoutfl fax in advance, ihiew out flanhng parties ndo 
on either side and h^t the xeat-goatd mthm close touch 
E ver and an on he would nde forward to learn if any 
tidu^ had come m, or to the rear to see they did not 
lag too far behind. Constant messages were coming m 
from the flanlta to report no sign of any enemy, but that 
the villagets were evidently alarmed and had begun to 
dnve,m then cattle within the <»cto-covered mud walls 
"of their villages Full of the importance of his first m- 
dependent chaige, Blum Sm^ was more restless than a 
leader of more evpenence would have been at these 
i^orts 

Eadier m the moimng m toe narrow goj^ of Deban 
a bnef halt had been called The men unsaddled their 
boisea and allowed them to grace A meal was served 
to the Bam and her women m the fioendly shadows at 
a rook Here a pretty scene was witnessed The infant 
Fnnce awoke and was kicking andcrowmg in the prettiest , 
manner on his mother's lap Gradually the men of the 
.escort m her immediate vicomly, a timnlnte d by ounosily, 
edged nearer Observing this, the Bam arose and hdd 
'up her darling Apt high for aE to see One by one, these 
s talwa rt beaded wsmom came up, salaamed deeply, 
eadamung m harsh but tender tones *A]it Ei Jai’ 
They vowed that they would fi^b for his oauae to the 
lost drop of blood in then vema The royal infant 
kicked and crowed his acknowledgment The men wore 
debgihted and said that his fatiiet’a vigour had descended 
to Ins son. 

Thar journey had been rapid over the wide ^m 
beyond ‘^e pass Here Bhim Smgh had strengthened 
bis flawlnTig party on tbe right, with orders to seaish the 
woods well and to gather ^ information possible from 
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the many latgo villages that lay scattered to the east- 
ward They had crossed the Beraeh nver rapidly, for 
the advance-guard had made all preparations at the 
fe^, and now they found thcmschcs compelled to go 
slowcc, for they had come to a more broken country 
Irregular low hog-baeked ndgos, the crests of nhioh had 
a vom of quartz piercing Ibo slate, retaried them How- 
ever, With the frequent relays of paHa-benrera, they did 
not lose as mnch pace as bad been feared 

Two hours befoio noon, tliercforc, on the second day 
found them oscendmg a ndgp about four hundred feet 
m hei^t, a mile and a half oast of the hamlet of Siorh , 
m the fief of Delwata The summit was a small table- 
land with two small lakes and many shady trees The 
chififtom of Delwara hod ordered hu tents to bo placed 
at the disposal of the Fnncc Bbun Singh’s first thought 
WHS to pitch tlicm whero they stood, for the ndge 
seemed likely to prove an ovcoUent rampart against 
attack Bis keen eye took in nil the details of the spot) 
and the knowledge thus gained was, before long, to help 
him in a daring but extremely haraidous exploit, the 
rescue of on imperilled deity He judged it wiser, how- 
ever, to cross to the left bonk of the Banos and have no 
more obstades between him and hiB objective Certainly 
the qpot would give them a better camping giound than 
th^ had had the previous m^t, but the wdl-wooded 
bonks of the nver, thoi^ less breei^, would not be un- 
smtable for a temporaiy camp, for be was detormmed 
to set forth agam later m the oftemoon Accordingly 
he gave the order to cross 

As they were enjoying the imd-day siesta, a horseman 
eomo dadung m with the tidings that a party of fugitives 
with three dephonte and sixty horse was rapidly diawmg 
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near accompanied by some of lihe advance'gnaid In a 
moment l^e camp was astir, thou^ many found it 
' difficult to rouse themselves after i^eir wonted indul- 
' gence in opium 

Veiy soon the fugitives were seen Fmoe Bhim rode 
out to meet them Then, under the peepul tree m the 
nudst of tile camp, the leading dephant was made to 
kneel rtiulst the Ftmce assisted two veiled women to 
descend from the howdah He escorted them to the 
Born’s tent Then commg on elephants showed that 
they were persons of importance, and the small ‘ pan- 
. ehianga,’ the five-oobur^ ensign earned by tiie leadei 
of the escort, proved them to be Bachhwahu of Jaipur 
Hot many nunutes elapsed bebre he wss summoned to 
attend the Bam In a tent set apart for HiTimg he 
found the Bani and the two strangers One of them, 
an old woman, was obvioudy but an attendant upon 
the other, a gud of fifteen, whose shyness was apparent, 
as she took a qutoik furtive glance at the Fnnoe before 
bending her eyes to the ground The Fiince bowed to 
the Bam and then to the girl, who seemed too covered 
with confusion to respond Though responsibility made 
bun bok graver than usual, yet at all times be was a 
young man to attract feminme admiration 

The Bam held m bet hand mi open btter Therewete 
tears in her eyes as she handed it over to the Prince to 
read. On his beardless face rt was easy to see the voned 
emotions of astomsbmenti anger and grief as they came 
and went Ho glanced often at the ^ as he r^ the 
letter, ond found hb pity for her forlorn condition wann- 
ing mto love for her beauty 

Ftmcess Awlmlilm of Amber was small but exquisitely 
proportioned Her face still bad the dehcato flowe>l]]» 
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beauty of a child, mtb its neb golden olive complexion 
and Bvcet icgular fcatorca Her o}‘Ci ucrc large and 
Bofl^ of that dear dark brown that betokens lovo and 
fidelily Her glossy tresses, straying from beneath her 
nobly embroidered scarf, fdl upon the shapely neck 
upon which her small head was most delicately poised 
Hero was beauty’s self No wonder, then, tliat the 
Frmco glanced often at her and longed to hear the music 
of her voice, but as Ambahka had never before loft the 
sedusion of the palace she was now shy and fnghtoned 
At the Barn’s request, the Bnneo read the letter oioud, 
slowly, as though to reabso the full import of cveiy 
sent^ce 

’Mdunm,* it smd, ’may oil the blcssmgs of Sn 
Enshna wait upon you, and may Siva, Lord of 
Heaven, destroy your foes Great sorrow, alas 1 has 
befallen Amber Ju Smgh, my lord, has been treachcr* 
ondy done to death m the distant Deccan— poisoned, 
even os was yours, by the order of the monster of Delhi 
My lord was ever careless of his food and drmk AVhen 
you read this I shall have mounted the pyre to jom my 
beloved in Indra’s heaven Hod I a son I should have 
hved for his sake But now 1 depart and commit my 
daughter to your keeping to nurture her as your own, 
and when the troublous tunes have passed to wed her 
to some noble lord The daughter of the Eachhwahos 
comes not empty>handed Jewels and costly robes 1 
send with her against her wedding day Let your arm 
be strengthened for a doable vengeance Farewell 
JoDEBSi, the heartbroken ’ 

Whilst oil this had been gomg on, a lad had been 
standmg at the tent door awsitmg permission to enter 
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Actosa Ms fiTtoyiMers lie earned a bow ntid a quiver full 
of arrows, other weapons lie bad none Not a detail of 
the scene before bun had escaped Ms sbaip eye That 
BMm bad fallen in love with Ambabka was dear 
b^ond all doubt. Ho gave an involuntary 
"When the Fnnce bad finisbed be looked up and 
beckoned the lad to enter. He came in with a soldierly 
salute and placed a short note m the Prince’s hand bear- 
ing Qbanerao’s seal The Pnnee was starlled at its 
contents Ho told the Bam that bad news had come, 
nece^sitatuig immediate action, and requested her to 
prepare for instant dqaaitnre whilst he conferred with 
the leaders 



GHAPTEEIV 
A NIGHT ATTACE: 

GiiANcn?o keenly at the lad as if in suipiiBe, Bhim Singh 
hade him follow, and smmnoned the three chieftains to 
a conference liie Thakur’s note had been but a couple 
of lines to say that Afzal Ehan with a force of five 
or BIX thousand men, with every prospect of immediate 
remforoement, was bearing rapifly down towards the 
Banos The note conoluded that the messenger, his 
daughter Fremabai, would tell all the details 
To Fremabai’s tale they listened very attentively, 
without a word of comment , , ^ 

' Fimce,’ she began, ' my father had gathered a few 
levies, and with mne hundred men we rode towards the 
Eotan nver to hmder Afzal Ehan as best we could 
There from fleemg villageis wo learnt that he had sn&red 
a severe check m a narrow pass near Asmd It seems 
that two hundred and fifty heroic Eachhwahas held the 
passage for two days and two ni^ts agamst five thou- 
sand They had donned their safiron robes, as a dear 
signal to the Mustdman that they would give and take 
no quarter Thus did they sacrifice their bves for the 
safety of their Fnneess Moreover, the wild bowmen 
from the hills brought news that Dihr Ehon, after a bnef 
crossing of swords with Durgadas in Marwar temtory, 
was rotreatmg towards Ajmer Matters then bo thus 
30 
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Diljr Khmi li#'! ovjdfntlv djocowrcd tbiv* b’s '* l»ml m 
lloti-n,’’ mill is hoping to jms hu fivo thonsanfl ia<'0 to 
Afiuil Khnit'« fonr<»< ami, togaOicr ialang thr 
liv sui^&r, to ra])iiita )Ii(' Jocibpur JRani and llto chd* 
drcn Thejr hoiw to t>noup doim and be off before o«r 
Itnjes ait readj Jly father is harasimig them, bnt they 
are in great force ’ 

Bhtm Singh looked anxiww He aould ime relished 
n Split against odd:) had he lictn unenciimheitd Ho 
looked at the chiefs m «oinc jwrplevity Thev were busy 
tunung over plnni m their hoafls Before, hoe e\T^ nuv 
one of them could spialt, Prcmnhii taid Icsitatmjly, 

‘ I’linci*, if a girl max presiuno to ndtt<e « amort, I Imvt 
a ]>!au that proniippjj hkwi* I<i»i the Bam and tic 
thildreu and nomen ten int* be taken up on the ele- 
]thaRt*> and ^enl along thn bank of the Ranas toivanlt 
the Inllh under tlit'lliT of the wooiK Meanwhile le» the 
palkiM Ite can It'd over the rivir to tl e hiph ndjre yond>^r 
with 'evou hundred nan— let rhein Iv te;n by the eneniv 
t^onf^ to he luovuig onto rho p'aint kadjfu{ to the 
Deb in Pa«. They niU of a e*in l) l>o t*imued At i ix 
mifct’ drs’mice J‘, at lou know, a d ep rn\at>> m vloeh 
n’t cm Irtd*' MV ran nnet aud tiiir. ami b* the rd^ 
and to elude them i>l,il< th«r a’uwx'O i> iln»rte«! by 
sharp atJaek-" hj "w til l>o»lte« irom entjir jhi.h Thee 
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plan to adopt W'lth one accord the clncftains nf;rcc(1 
that it nos so, and remarked that it had not keen for 
naught that the Tlinkur had taken Ins daughter mlh 
him on bs o\peditions The Fnnee, too, nanniy com* 
phmented Prcmakai, nho blushed mth plensiire in a 
most unsoldiorbLc manner 

Ambahka and tlic Rnni, her son and their attcndnnte, 
uoro quickly moimtcd on tlic elephants and moved 
rapidly anoy doum the n\cr bank tmder cover of the 
woods, acconipnmcd by the Rahtor body-guard and three 
hundred men under the Ccdln chieftnm, to icoch their 
dcstmation by a circuitous and more dilTicuIt route 
For some time Blum Singh stood in a res one gazing 
after them A touch on his arm auokc him from his 
day-dream Frcmabni urged hosto ' Thou art nght, 
fair maiden,' humbly confessed the Pnnee ' I am not 
wont to bo BO slow, but I know not what has come o\cr 
mo ’ Picmabni knew well enough, but wisely kept the 
knowledge to herself 

Tile nvor was qmckly rccrossed Tho plan had been 
explamed to oil The palla-bearots moved rapidly with 
their empty burdens Soon they wore on tho high ndge, 
movmg eastw’ards along its crest till they should be 
observed by tho enemy soouts Far off the figure of a 
Bohtary horseman was scoli outhned agamst tho sky 
But only for a moment It was sufficient , tlioy had 
been seen Descendmg the ndge, they changed course 
dighUy to tho south, whilst tho Bijolh contingent rode 
eastwards to guard tiicir flank and if possible to lot tlio 
enemy pass between them and tho mam body Tho plan 
succeeded beyond oipeotation A strong force w os soon 
rapidly beaimg down upon them But not so rapidly 
ns they wished with their quany seemingly so near 
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Again and again l^ey were fnnoudy charged on either 
Bide by the men of BijoQi and of Nunadh These attacks 
were meant more as fonts than as hfe-and-death stmg-, 
glss, fox the proposed night attack promised more over-^ 
whelming success Consequently, thou^ there was loss 
on both sides it was inconsiderable Meanwhile Bhim 
Su^, who knew the he of the land, took his men m and 
out between the ndges, heading all the time towards the 
xaTins that was to hide them Darkness was rapidly 
falling Fortunately there was to be no moon that 
mght 

About two miles from the ravme the palkis were 
abandoned m the aomb The flank attacks had ceased, 
and the contingents were working their way round to- 
wards the lendes^gras An impossible task for men who 
did not know every inch of the way 

It was not witl^t mtoumspecton that Afoal ECian 
and hiB men swooped down upon the palkiB, for they 
feared an ambush It was necessary to make sure that 
they were m fact empty The courage of Bajput women 
was well known to them In the gathering darkness 
they had lost touch with the pursued Afzal Khan 
determined to bivouac and to scour ''the country the > 
neid; morning He knew that xemf orcements were fol- 
lowing him, under the rntropid soldier Dihr Khan Hie 
did n^ guess that the feudal levies would so soon be on 
the wax path In any case, rapidity and dash were 
essentisl to success !^e force m front of him and the 
forces that had womed him, he knew, were small 
They could he hmshed aside like mosqmtoes His horses 
were tired and his men needed a good rest He gave the 
order to hivouac near some fine trees 

Soon the fires were ht and the weaned Muahms had a 



u 


BHIM SINGH 


welcomo meal The homes wcie picketed, \ratcied and 
fed A picket guaid was set For a short fame there 
WHS to be heard an occasional laugh and a nbald jest at 
the expense of these infidels who could run as fast as the 
wild boar they hunted The candess jestem did not 


they mocku^y spoke They did not recall to nnnd the 
courage and funous cmaet of the animal when at bay 
Nor did they for a moment dream that their jest would 
be so dramatically turned against them The fires were 
stoked up and the men turned m to get a much-needed 
deep ' ‘ 

Meanwhile m the ravme, now filled with die whole of 
the forces under Bhim Singh’s command, on animated 
discussion was gomg on as to who should venture mto 
the enemy’s bivouac and stampede the horses 
‘ Ifine was the plan,’ eagerly urged Fremabai, ' and 
mme should be the execution of it ’ 

Nay,* replied the Frmce, * ’tis too hazardous for thee 
What will thy father say if thou art lost « Seven hun- 
dred warriors to hold back whilst a girl ndced her veiy 
life I ’Tia unthinlcablo i ’ 

‘ Cansider, my Frmce,’ qmdkiy rejomed the Thakur’s 
daughter, ‘the hazard is but small Who can crawl 
through the grass like a snalm as I can* Your 
wamors, bom to the saddle, ate dumsy on their feet, 
nor have they the knowledge and doll m woodcraft 
ttat years of praotioe m the mountains have given me 
If fto enemy is aroused too soon our plan wiD go awiy 
I diall not expose mysdf to any risk ’ ' ' 'f', { 

Still the Frmce was not convmced The fact was he 
longed to go hnuBelf It was pomted out to him that 
his place was at the head of the attacking troops 
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Flnnlly'ifc tras decided that tlie honour shonld be given 
to Fienuibai, but that, for her bettor safely, one soldioi 
should accompany her and do uhat killmg might bo 
necessary 

Anrnng hersdf mth a sharp knife and accompomed 
by a stalwart Rajpnt, Ftemabai set out on foot mto the 
darkness towards the dicker of the bivouac fires The 
horsemen 17010 to follow after a short mtorval and take 
up positions as noiselessly as possible on two sides of 
the enemy, not too near lest their preaenco might bo 
detected They were to judge by the sounds of con- 
fusion in the bivouac u hen thmr tune had come to charge 
The Fnneo comforted himself with the thought that, 
whether the horses were stompeded or not, ho would 
swoop down upon the camp and run the nsk of arouauig 
them outlying piokets and thus mootmg with a detoi- 
mmed opposition Darkness and surprise at all events 
would be in his favour Be judged that three-quarters 
of a imlc would suffice for them to keep clear of the out- 
posts Accordmgly, as arranged, they took up then 
positions in siienco 

Gmdmg themselves by ihe hght of the distant fires, 
Ftemabai and her companion moved stealtbly tbiongh 
the line of pickets More than once th^ were chal- 
lenged Nothing could be seen, and the aentnes, stram- 
mg tbeix eyes Itough the darkuess, concluded it was 
some sohtc^ jackal on the piowl or wild pig roaming 
about to root out the crops In fact once, when they 
hod crawled too near an ontpost, Fiemabai had saved 
herself by uttering the peouhar bark of a jackal She 
narrowly escaped the large stone that was heaved m the 
direction of the sound, bnt onmungly confirmed the 
sentry’s notion by yelping as if m pam 



36 JBHIM SQ76H 

Judging from the occasional stamping of hoofs that 
they conld hear, they guessed that the horses weie 
picdceted on the further aide (d tiie bivouac under the 
trees Workmg their way round on their atomaidis, 
ghdmg hko snakes through the grass, Piemabai and her 
compomon lay still for a few mmutes They conversed 
m signs The Rajput soldier’s more practised eye told 
him that about seven hundred horses were picketed m 
lines before them It took some lame to gauge their 
numbem by the unoertam fire-light Where the other 
horses were he could not detenmne The commander’s 
immediate body-guard had evidently placed their horses 
elsewhere 

Only two men had been detailed as Ime guards— one 
IS ns, however, lying full length on the ground and snormg 
peacefully almost withm arm’s length of them, the other 
nos slowly movmg up and down the Imes The soldier 
motioned to Premnbai to ho quite still, and m panto- 
mime ho gave her to understand that, after stabbmg 
the sleeper, he vould wait till the other guard had come 
to the end of the nearest hno end then he would sprmg 
upon lum After this both of them could cut the tether- 
ing ropes and then stampede the horses It would nil 
take time , they conld but hope the impetuous Fnncc 
would not precipitate matters, thinking they woro killed 

Down the Ime towards them came the guard to the 
recumbent figure that had only two mmutes before been 
stabbed to death without a groan Ho stooped down 
and roughl} shook him ' Woke up, Abdul ^nm, ’tis 
jour turn to tramp up and down, I am utterly wearj' ’ 
Tho<’c wore the Inst words he e^cr spoke From out of 
the dnrkncu a strong hand clutched him by the throat 
and rolled him mcr for the dagger to pierce his heart 
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amang, the Bajpats laa along the hues, sevec- 
mg as quickly as possible the tethenug ropes Wheu 
they had ideased about three hundi^ Wses they 
shouted and yelled and beat them so vigorously that 
they soon soampeied off m a void s tan^p ede Many of 
those stdl tethered dragged up the stakes m thdi excite- 
meat and terror. Away they rushed madly through the 
camp. The noise and confmon, the oatl^ and curses 
of the iudely*a'vakaned aleqtets were a udibl e afar The , 
commander and his body-guard rushed to where thou 
horses were s trainm g at their topes, untethered and 
’ monnted them, and endeavoured to brmg some order 
into the camp It was m vam With their tertifymg 
war-cry the ^jput horsemen were upon them from two 
aides The slan^ter was temfio Afgn.1 TCban, who 
had been m tight ooinets before, kept his head, and with a , 
band of two hundred mm counter-charged and drove the 
Bajpute off from before him But he did not whed round 
m l^e properly to meet the attack from bdund made 
by the Kmce, who with his men had swept once throu^ 
the comp and was now xetunung for a second slaughter 
The Muslim horse broke and fled, taking their commander 
with them, who saw no pomt m a useless saonfice of life. 
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THE RANA BETDRNS THAEES TO EEUEOA 

Aiziji Ehak, with the htwhH lemnant that had escaped 
destmction, lode nipidlj northwards, pidking up his mam 
,9 forces, a ttenuated by tiie constant attacks of the feudal 
levies that had taken the field as planned by the Rana 
Dihi Ehon was holding his own near the township of 
Pur m the Doab, or region between the Kotan and the 
Sanaa He had elephants and guns and had strongly 
entrenched his httle army !nie Rajputs contented 


harassmg his foraguig parties Ho could not hove 
stayed much longer m his entrenched position He 
detennined, therefore, on the amvsl of Aizal Khnw to 
escape eastwards by night He would thus avoid the 
fortress of Deogorh, Bednor and Sonera and have easier 
countiy to inarch over Accordingly he moved hia 
forces throng this httle Doab, crossed over unmolested 
to the right bonk of the Banos and followed the north- 
easterly oouiBO of that nver past KimTiTinla, Jahospur 
and Deoh Ho had thus placed Ihe nver between him- 
self and his enemies With a strong rear-guard and a 
strengthened n^t fiank to beat ofi any senous attack 
from Jlandalgarh or from Bondi, he withdrew his forces 
to Ajmer in comparative safety to await the further 
commands of his imperial master Aurangseb was 
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angered at the ill-success of his generals, but coold not 
afford to break rvith them Ho rras hiding Jus tune 
Great ucre the rojoicinp in Merrar when their land 
was freed from the sacrilegious presence of their eneimes y. 
The Bana summoned to his court all the chieftains and i 
nobles except tiiose m the northern parts, who were 
bdden to keep their levies in the field to guard against 
any sadden descent of the Mughals The city of Udaipur 
was cn jfite Tlie streets were hnlhontly lUrumnat^, 
the people in hohday In every house worship 
was offered to the tutelary deity, Mahadeva Con- 
gratulations pouted in from every side upon the Bana 
The court bard composed stanzas umnortahsing the 
exploits of Premabai and Blum Smgh With their 
names thus coupled together, it occurred to more than 
one that an alliance between them would crown their 
^oiy The Pnnee was vexed at the suggestion, ho 
conld not put the picture of the beautiful Amhalika 
from his mmd, and was anxious to seize the first oppor- 
tumty that came to ndo off to Eolwa and pay his 
respects to the ladies who had been m his care 
At present, however, duty kept bun at home The 
Bana had announced that he would go m state and 
solemn procession to the shrme of Eldmga to return 
thanks for his cormtiy’s dohverauce 
Acoordtugly, on the appomtod day, a magnificent 
procession wended its way thiough tiie Triple Gate, 
slowly to traverse the twelve miles between the city 
and fane of Iswara, the tatelary deity of the Bana’s 
house and country In the rmdst, on a splen^dly- 

8 silver howdah, whose top was made of eold'^wit^ o^ 




40 


BHIM SINGH 


large a^ntillatmg diamond at its asex^eotmg the zays 
of the morning sun The Bona was dressed m a nchlj- 
embroidered robe of silk shot with giJd In his tuibon 
a gw geous tim sparkled , around his necdc was a won-^ 
deifnl rope of pearls Joi Singjh was dressed more 
sunply, yet with a regal simphoity Bhs turban was 
ornamented with graceful peacock plumes, his tome 
gave out a silver e^een, m his belt were to be seen dag- 
gers whose jewdled s^ths and hilts were of ounous 
‘Vorkmanship Before the Bona and his heir-apparent 
the royal msigma were borne— the silver trumpets, the 
ketUe-drums, and the enmson banner with its golden 
sun C9o8e beside them, raised aloft on a pol^ was the 
Ohangt, with its sun of gold m the centre of a diso of 
black ostneh feathers The heralds over and anon 
reliearsed the titles of their sovereign 
The people lining the route had censed their merry 
chatter when they heard the weird music that heralded , 
the procession In respectful silence they watched it 
pass through then midst, and only broke out into joyous 
speech agam as they fell m behmd to accompany it the 
twelve miles on foot On Bbun Sin^ had devolved the 
important duty of marshalling the procession Accord- 
ingly, he was to be observed, a truly pnnedy figure, 
on his favourite black horse Thunderbolt, ndmg now 
forwards, now to the rear, to keep the moving moss 
m duo order without unsightiy gaps In this duly 
Jai Smgh from his post of vantage on the dephant^ 
helped him m a brotherly way by i inobtrusiyB y gnala 
previously arranged between them. ' 

Noanng their destmation, Bhim Ringh took his place 
at the head of the procession, followed immediately by 
the Babas, or the sons of the younger branches of the 
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Bftna’s OTm family. aOten came the Qtl dueftoms, 
vassals \diosc iicfs did not exceed five thousand topees 
of yearly rent. They wero always m attendance on the 
Bona, and formed a most useful b ulwar k to the throne 
agamst any combination or opposition of the higher 
vassals. After these came the clucftams of the second 
rank, the BMis, whose yearly incomes might run up to 
the limit of fifty thousand rupees They, also, were in 
constant attendance on tlmn Prmco. The latter were 
accompanied 1^ their rotomets 

At a signal from the marshal, they opened out into 
two hues, halted and turned then horses' heads inwards 
Each clueftam carried a banner with the device of a 
dagger on a enmson field Between these lines moved 
the royal elephant, preceded by the heralds and the 
regal insigma and followed by tho obiefe of tho highest 
rank with their zetmoes It was only on spcouil ocoa> 
sons, such as this, that ' tho sixteen ' nobles of Mewor 
attended tbeir Bans Behmd them Ihcir letanucs ^read 
out into a wide semicaicle to act as a bamer to the 
following populace Their task was easy, for the people 
were most oidcily 

The shrine of Ekbnga is situated m a dpfile with hills 
towenng around it on all sides, Iheir scaiped summits 
clustered with honeycombs m long Idaok pendidouB ■ 
masses. From these hills tedde d numerous small; 
streams of water, keepu^ v erdant many shrubs, parb-,.^ 
cdarly tho oleander, the fiowem of which are acceptable ' 
to the deily The whole site was covered with groves 
of bamboo and mango 

At the portdJ S^^e fane^ the Bana and Ina son, who 
had now dra^ded from tho kneeling elephant, were 
met by the chief pnesfc, a venerable man who boro the 
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leveled Dame of Hanta m memoiy of the sage whose 
benediction obtained for the Gahlot Bajputs, as the 
Sesodias were called m ancient timesi the sovoieigniy 
of Chitor when dnven from Saurashtra by the Farthians 
He led the Bana, his sons and the Icadmg nobles into the 
spaaous quadituigle wherein were assembled groups of 
Gosams, men who having, as their name imphes, ob- 
tained control over the senses were admitted to the 
priesthood of EUinga Some of those groups were 
dittferngmaTip/t by the imgs of the conch-shell placed in 
the lobes of their ears They were men who, m fact, 
followed the profession of arms, an order of cehbato 
mihtaiy monks who had come m from their scat- 
tered monasteries for this most important occasion In 
Mewor, the Bona could alwaj^ muster many hundreds 
of these Kanphara Jogt, or * spht-ear ascetics ’ They 
made excdlent defensive soldiers, and had been trumed 
to use that rather uncertam weapon the matchlock 
Siva, their patron, was the God of War, and, following 
his example, they made great use of mtozicating herbs 
and even of spmtaous hquors When maddened by drug 
or by dwnlr were formidable foes to encounter 
Altogether they formed pioturesqne groups with thou 
osh-smeared bodies over which they wore garments dyed 
an orange hue Theu hair was braided tiara-fashion 
round the head, and withm the folds chaplets of the lotus 
seed were entwined On thou foreheads was the crescent, 
the tliaiangniaTiing mark of the faith of Siva the three- 
qred God, from whose central eye is to proceed Fralaya, 
or the final destruction of the umverse As a sign of 
this they bore on theu foreheads a vertieol mark 
resembling the fiame of a taper 
Fossmg between these groups, who mode obeisance 
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as he moved along, the Bana advanced towaids the 
sanotooxy The white marble walls of the fane dazzled 
the eye oveipowenngly m the bnght sunshme Under 
an open-vanlted temple supported by columns was the 
fomvfaced divmity Above him towered the pyramidal 
pmnacle surmounted by a golden ball Fronting hun 
was the bull Nanda of natmal size, oast m bronze and 
of excellent proportions It was the Bana's privilege 
as ‘ dewan of Ehhnga ’ to perform the ntes and cere- 
momes, superseding the high pnest m his duties Bana 
Ba] Smgh was a learned man and earned out the due 
ntual with peouhai correctness and grace 

The blowing of conch-ahehs and the rattle of the 
kcttle-dxmna announced the termination of tiie worship 
and the coming forth of the Bona from the sacred 
preemets The people raised a mighly shout, ' Vietory 
to our Fimee/ and the return procession was about to 
begm when the Bana was most humbly approached by 
a deputation of Brahmans Their leader stepped for- 
ward and addressed him as he was about to ascend mto 
thehowdah. 

‘ Mahaiana,’ he said, * protector of the poor and shield 
of the Oods, ill news has come to us from our brethren 
m Agra and Muttra and the sacred sinl of Vraj The 
fanatic who rules at Delhi has decreed the Jizya upon 
all who follow not Islam , his officers are carrymg out 
his orders with rapamous zeal and seizing tom our 
harmless Hindu broihets many lames the value of this 
poll-tax Would that the bemgn Akbor were still upon 
tile tht ftUH Some demon possesses the body of our 
Emperor In the distant provmces we learn he has 
prosenbed our faith, is demohsbmg our images and 
lovelhng our temples Soon, we fear, the sat^egtous 
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miBnhiflf will visit Via] Gnat Etishna is in penl 
The gentle God must agam seek safely m flight To thy 
strong aim, defender of oui anaent faith, \re look for 


M who heard these words wan wroth and placed 
their hands upon the hilts of their swords as if to draw 
them m defence of their rehgion Slowly and thou^t- 
fuUy the Sana spake * 0 Brahmans, t^y Aursngzeb' 
18 lookmg for gnat sorrow We have hut now chased 
his generals fi^ the field and dleand our land of the 
impious foe, forthwith must we go and heard the iyront 
m his own province Jai Smgh, to thee it is most fitbng 
that I entrust the safe withdrawal of the flute-playing 
God to the sanctuary of our strong mty Bhim Ihpgh 
shall hear a letter of remonstrance to the Emperor, if/ 
haply he may be turned from his evil courses.* 

Thus bn^y and unhesitatingly did the gnat and 
illustnouB Bana Ba] Smgh of Mewar embark on a 
poluy fraught with senous consequences Piety and 
patnotism alike mspind him to oppose the mi^fy 
Auiangseb, lord of many a wealthy provmoe from whidi 
great armies could be drawn 
Without mon words the Bana mounted tiie elephant, 
and the stately procession set forth on its homeward 
journey 
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Burn SiKOH \r&s ovetjoycd The bad tidings the 
Brahtnans had bnngbt two days previously had, at 
fiist, made Mm feel that his chancca of dippmg away to 
E!dwa to pay a visit to the ladies he had the honour of 
escorting wore gone for an indefinite penod But the 
Rana, after a senous dehfaeration wi^ his c hie fta ina , 
had decided to wait until the woiat of the lamy season 
had passed before sendmg his army under Joi Singh’s 
oommand to rescue the endangered dmty To move the 
God on his heavy car over mountain tracks and swampy 
plains would be a matter of great difficulty Aurongzeb 
could never dream that a hdd attempt at rescue would 
be made Ceitamly no Hindu would ever thmik of 
bieathmg a word about it The risk of waiting must be 
taken, senous though it was and irksome to the devout 
Brahmans Meanwhile he ordered that quantities of 
timber should be felled near all the swampy places, to 
be laid down when the time came as a road over whoh 
the heavy ear might pass without being embogged. 
And Blum Sm^ was to take despatches to the Rtm of 
Jodhpur, appnsmgher of ollthisanduiguig her to gather 
her forces and maha a divexsiou in three months* time 
in the dueobon of Ddhi 

The Fimee made all his pieparationa for departure m 
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a vexy happy frame of mmd He planned to take a 
small escort and to stay away m the mountams for a 
coDBideiable tune It would be of very great advantage 
to him to explore the Aravalhs, to learn all the difiScult 
tracks, and to make fnends if possible with the wild 
mountam tribes Should the Emperor find himself free 
from troubles m other quarters, he would assuredly 
advance in great strength against his danng foes to 
punish once and for all their arrogance in wiihstandmg 
his fonatidsm Then the war would be earned mto the 
mountains Sivaji, ‘ the Mountam Bat,* had shown him 
how difficult it was to overcome a guerrilla foe But such 
was the pnde of the great Mughal, suidi his confidonco 
m numbers and m his own military capacity, that he 
mi^t persist m his arduous task and dnve t^ Bajputs 
to senous straits 

Foreseemg this, the wise clueftam of Solumbar had 
given a hmt to Bhim Smgh to make the most of his 
present opportumties to acquamt himself with the m- 
tneames of the Araimllis, promising bim at the some 
tune to prevent the Bana becoming uneasy at his long 
absence Salumbar had taken a strong likmg to the 
manly youth and wished to see him m^ a name for 
himself like a second Fortab 

Fushmg rapidly on, the Fnnce and his wnutll escort of 
fifty men soon found themselves at the entrance of that 
ferble alpme valley, the Shera Nala He hod, m pass- 
ing, noted the sahent features of the country, the number 
and direction of the low broken ndges covered with 
vanouB pnddy shrubs, end now he stood at the break 
m the hills through which the Banos flows He followed 
with hiB eye the meandermgs of the stream up thronj^ 
the majesbc valley 
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Sagei as be 'was to got on, be could not resist a abort 
dday in whndi to admire the grandeur of nature The 
ralley before bun varied in breadth, but was seldom, so 
for as be could judge, lem than four furlongB across 
The bills rose boldlf from fbeir base, some with a fine 
and even surface covered witb mango trees, others lift- 
ing their splmtered pmnacies mto the clouds Nature 
bad been lavish of her beauties to this romantio r^on 
The wildfig, the custard apple and the peach abcunded , 
the banks ^ the stream were shaded by the withy, while 
the largo trees, the mongo, the picturesque tamarmd 
and the sacred peepul weie scattered throughout m 
great profusion !EWa the maigm of the stream on each 
side to the mountam’s hose a senes of terraces had been 
construoted, nsmg one over another, on which neb crops 
of sugar-cane, cotton and nee were cultivated, imgated 
by the water from the stream raised m all sorts of m- 
gemous'ways 'Wherever soil could be found, it had been 
greedily seized on, whether m the boUows bdow or on 
^0 summit of a crag Fools or reservous dammed m 
Tvith massive trees plastered 'with mud helped to 'water 
these seemingly maccessible spots Bicc a:^ maize and 
Indian com m turn were grown here In spite of pos- 
sible disaster from unduly heavy rams or from locusts 
this region, belonging to the ic^l donesne, was unde- 
niably ferble and coiild support great numbers of the 
dwellers on the tablelands below if, as had happened 
more than once m their history, th^ bad to take refuge 
in the mountains 

Auiangzeb, reflected the Frmce, would find it difficult 
to starve them out Other valleys m these weh-watered 
hrilla could also coutnbute to their support Death m 
battle -was ^onous, but death by starvation did not at 
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aU appeal to liiin One of his ohiefest foiebodmgs vas 
now liud to rest 

About sue miles further oUi the^ oame to the foot of a 
mountam distinctiveljr named BafUt Pog, from the wdl- 
knom path by which the Hanos secured their retreat to 

■’ 1 ^ . 1-1 i-ji—j-l. — i... 


track led directly to Kdwa, but Bhim Smgh determined 
to follow a more roundabout route whilst one d his men 
took the short cut to announce their conung 

Not much higher up the valley thiqr came to ‘the 
elephant’s pool ’ at the foot of a mountam on the left 
through a deft m which a stream ludied down Bhim 
Smgh noted it for later exploration, for ho imagmed that 
through that rod^ deft a foot-passenger might find a 
path to Kdaa 

At the end of the range which tennmated abruptly 
on his loft, the Prmoc turned towards Kdwa and found 
that the valli^ entarged itself, presenting here a wild, 
picturesque and mgg^ appearance At the upper end 
of the valley at the base of Kumbhabner lay the town 
m which the lady of his dreams was sheltered Ho was 
bursting with eager ]oy to see her fair face agam 

His messenger galloped out to meet him and tell him 
that the ladies awaited his coming From the gates 
came n small body of horsemen under Diugodas the 
Rahtor leader to wdeome him The Prmco had hoped 
to make the acquaintance of this redoubtable champion 
of Ajil’s nghts Ho looked at him with keen interest 
as he came cantermg up on a white hone, and was able, 
diirmg his brief welcoming speech, to see what sort of a 
man this famous chief of Droonora was 


ITc looked, escij inch of his six feet of body, n soldier 
born and bred to the saddle His fine block moustaches 
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curled upi\RrdB in uuhtatj' faslnon , lus strong square 
clun iras coveted by a sheet dark beard Hrs glance 
rvas qurck and keen, tiro eyes deep set under bushy black 
eyebiovTB. A fine aqralmo nose and a firm mouth added 
to the handsomeness of hrs appeaiairee 
On ins side also Dnigades had been takrng tire measure 
of tire Ftince Loolo^ htm up and doum tn Ins qurck 
dccistve manner he very soon came to tire conclnsion 
that here vras a young men full of promise and full of 
gnt He took to him at once At the end of hrs speech 
he stretched out his right hand and grasped tiiat of the 
Fnneo m a most cordial maimer 
* Prince,’ ho sard, ‘ on behalf of my sovereign lady, the 
Bam, I have just xrelcomed you, now on my own behalf 
I greet you as a brothei-m-arms, and here is my right 
hand m token of unswervmg fnendshrp ’ 

'Oiief,’ rephed the Pnnee, quite overcome by this 
enthusiastic reception, * you have done mo a great honom 
by admitting me whom you have not seen bdore to your 
friendship hlay I over show myself worthy of it ’ 

Side by sido they rode through the town, beyond which 
the fort was constracted on nsmg ground Withm tho 
fort lay a small palace that was occasionally used by the 
Sana as a huntmg'box It was a good sohd bmldmg 
but architecturally was without pretensions In fact it 
had been designed more as a place of defence against 
ninnn tinTi robbers than a palace The fiat roof had a 
TngTi wall around it pierced with shts for bowmen, and 
the balcomes were protected m much the same way 
As they dismounted m the comiyard, there floated 
downfrom above tiie sweet tinkle of a Veena, aooompamed 
by a lovely girlish voice singing a love lync The Frmce 
stood entranced, rooted to the spot Instinct told him 

BUB 9 
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tbat it was Ambahka*s iraice, thou^ the sound of it had 
never yet reached his ears Was it bj (diaace or by 
design that she had chosen a well-known lyno of love 
just at the moment of his flli gbtmg 2 
Durgadas for a bnef moment wondered why the 
Prince stood so motionless He hnnsdf had no ear for 
chamber music, he preferred the song of the sword 
But realising it was Ambahka’s voioe, he smiled a slow 
smile beneath his heavy moustaidies and said to 
' Why not i why not ^ ^e young man deserves a fair 
bnde, and the girl though shy is a good gid with ^enfy 
of spmt at bottom The Bam may not wdeome this 
idea methinks she is begmning to turn her thou^ts 
to one or two of our Bahtor InnBtnAn , itoII, the 
path of true lovers is oft strewn with difficulties Let 
be, the Fnnce will surdy find a way to wm the fair one, 
I'll warrant ’ 


The Fnnce was most gramonsly received by the ladies 
A long afternoon was spent m lelatuig his adventures 
smce they had so abruptly parted company on tbe banks 
of the Banas The Fimce had asked them first to tdl 
him how they themsdves had fared But the Bam said 
their sto^ was short and would keep for afterwards , 
and the Princess of Amber had looked so appealini^y at 
him that he was forced to com^y with then wishes 
Ho told them of the ni^t attad^ of the foresight 
and courage of Premabai, and how the success of the 
venture had been entirely due to her and to his brave 
men He himself had but done his min plA duty He 
told them of the great and solemn procession to the 


M It had done with such disqnie^ news At this point 
he handed over to the Ram his fathoi’s letter for her to 
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lead at her Icisuic Ho expressed his joy at scemg them 
80 tvein aud, idth a meaning ^sce at .AjE^ahka, so happy 
• m their new home 

The Princess blnshcd and looked dorm The Ham 
warmly praised her talent, saymg what a comfort and 
solace the dear girl had been to her m this sednded qmet 
spot The Pnneess threw her arms aronnd the good 
queen's neck, and m a sweet low voice said— 'Devi, you 
ate to me more than a mother , it is my greatest joy to 
help you thank me not, dear, dear queen * 

Blum Smgh was enchanted, and longed for the day 
when those fair arms might be about his own neok and 
that sweet voice whispering m his car. But he said 
nothing except to remind the Boni that it was now her 
tom to tell her tale 

Eorumdovi then gave him a bnef but graphic account 
of their joutnqyings They had been somewhat troubled 
by the Bhils* but the Bedla chieftain had kept this 
ovoTKinnouB folk at a distance with some wril-aimed 
arrows and chased them away by sadden sharp charges 
She told him how they had tra'i^ed by m^t, cartymg 
torches to keep away the tigers whose roars had so 
fnghtened Ambahka And now they were wdl guarded 
by the Boo of Bedla’a men and her own brave soldiers 
under Duigadas 

Many such pleasant evenings were passed m each 
other’s company Ambahlm lost her shyness and spoke 
to the Prmce of her childhood’s happy days m Amber, 
and questioned him oftm about Piemabai— whose ama- 
soman exploits fired her imagination Bhim &n|^ was 
in the seventh heaven of happmess 
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Ea&lt m the moniih of Aswija. Bhim Singli found him* 
self Tnth hiB small escort approachiDg the impenal mfy 
A few days pievioualy he h^ parted company \nth Ins 
brother at Muttra He had not mated to see the actual 
removal of the Gk)d whom they had come m such strong 
force to rescue To allay suspicion it had been given 
out that Bana Baj Singh sendmg his sons with their 
Gontmgeats to attend the Emperor’s Court, a duty in 
ex Bana of Udaipur h^ been altogether rgmiss 

of late years To give colour to this pretension JaiSin^ 
had left his mom body some distance m the rear, and had 
advanced to Muttra with just the number of Mewar’s 
former customary contingents It was also pretended 
that the Bana's letter was full of apologies for past l avity 
in this respect 

This basaar gossip was duly forwarded to Delhi by 
the Emperor^s secret newswnters Aurangzeb reahsod 
dcady enough that such pretexts were meant merely as 
a bbnd to the coimnon people and to throw his officers 
off the scent He sent an express messenger to his 
Nawabs to watch the Bajputs closely and to see lhat 
th^ did no mischief It was too late 

® decorated and rather unwieldy Vahana 
nd been secretly removed by mght and was now well 
C2 
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on liis long jontney towatds Udaipui. Jal Rmgh, m 
consultation \nth liis father, had chosen as ditcot a route 
as possible, and over os much open country ns they could 
find, striking through the fiat plains of Bliamtpur to 
the left hank of the Banganga. It was his intention to 
follow the course of this nver nearl}' os far ns Amber. 
The Eachhwahas could bo rched upon to ward ofi 
attacks Then he purposed to turn due south past 
Malpuia to Baj hfahal on the Banas, to cross the nvei 
by the fniy at tbs most picturesque spot, and to 
follow the light hank almost up to its soioce He 
would thus have both flanks protected, the nght by the 
nver, now m flood after the rams, and the left by the 
Bundi hillB 

Blum Smgh was met outside the city walls by Raja 
Shioin Sii^ of Bikaner, who had been sent oat hy the 
Emperor to welcome him The Baja was astonished at 
the smallness of the contingent, for he hod heard the 
entrent bazoax rumour ^en he learnt the facts he 
was somewhat dismayed ' Bhim Smgb,* he said, ‘ you 
are putting your head into the hon’s mouth The letter 
you bear assuredly contains no “ apologies ” Auiangzeb 
will wage rqthlosa war upon your father Doyouwish^^ 
to HUBS all the csoitmg tunes hereafter ^ ’ 

‘‘Why, Maharaja, is it possible that the Emperor 
should nuljtot an ambassador < Their persons have ^ 
always been hold ssorosanc t In what way can I be^ 
held responsible for the idle chatter of the mob ^ ’ 

‘ Nay, but it wos your people that started the idle 
chatter The Emperor will be annoyed at your tnokeiy, j- 
and at the looks of suxpnse that will pass round the comt 
when ’tis known yon came with only fifty men. As for 
moltieatmg you — that is not probable He is more 
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heroes were Ootild any Sesodia be ignoxoat of then 
noble p ro^yeM ^ Every child in the Rana's dommioiis 
Imew hem Jaimnl of Bednot and bis Tnt»nnn.ti Fatfta of 
Eelwa had met a glorious death In the defence of Chitor 
against Akbar So great had been the Emperor’s ap- 
preciation of their courage that he had caused these 
memonals to be made and placed at the entrance of his 
fortress A few years later, m his chatBi n at bemg dis- 
c omfited m his Rajput war, Aurongzeb with pitifully 
petfy ^te was to mutilate these mitTnonala of Mehly 
and valour set up by the magnanimous Akbar 

' Behold, Bhim Singh,’ said the Raja, pomtmg to the 
figure of Jaimal, ' a hefo mdeed A beardless yontb, 
with bis tender bnde fighting by his side, ‘tis said he 
encountered the great Akbar himself. In that fierce 
struggle outside the fortress gate they perished with 
many thousands mote A pity the Emperor did not 
commemorate the girl A finer death, methmks, than 
on the funeral pyre which so many of her sisters mounted 
m the dark vaults withm the fortress on that diBBstrouB 
day* 

Bhim Sink's thoughts flew to the mtrepid Fiemabsi, 
but he trusted that the day would never come when his 
beloved Ambolika might have to face such a death He 
could not picture her m battle She was too tender a 
flower. But he knew that, should the need anse, the 
dormant Rajput courage would be awakened and would 
nerve her to even su^ a heromo’s death as that of 
Jaimal’s bnde 

' Why did you, hloharaja, seek to turn me aside from 
danger ^ Perchance you had forgotten these * * 

‘ Hay, I did but test jrou Besides, it is ever better 
to know wherem tbe dai^ hes A foe m the open field 
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IS a himdied tunes easior to face than a subtle bypoonte 
Foie\ntined is foioanned ’ 

So saying, the Baja led the way into the groat square 
m front of the fortress, pausing before the Lahore Gate 
to show the Fimce the long broad street, tlio Ghandni 
Chowb, with if8 arcaded shops on either side, that ran 
attaint throng the centre of the aty from this grand 
geAxmcf 

Thus at last th^ came to the Baja's tents at the 
northern end of the square It was Bihanor’s turn to 
mount guard for a week with his contmgent Amirs and 
monsabdais might perfoim this duty wilhm the citadel, 
but no Bajput chief would expose himself and his men 
to the danger of treachery !nie Emperor hod not dared 
to insist The Bajputs had proved themselvea fat too 
nsefol m the imperial anmes, and now this custom had 
become estabhahed 

Shortly before noon on the followmg day the Fnnce 
and his men were conducted by the Baja to the mtadel 
Full of a boyish cunosity, Blum Singh was httle projiared 
for the grandeur of the sights that were to burst upon 
his view and take his breatii away 
Pasang through the Lahore Gate, they found them- 
selves m a long vaulted arcade, the horses’ hoofs malong 
the lofty roof re-echo loud enou^ to drown the music 
from the Naldutr Ehana Wend music it was, too, m 
which wide-mouthed trumpets, nlnuTiing cymbals and 
ratthng kettle-drums seemed to vie with one another to 
see which could make the loudest dm Heard at close 
quarters the music sounded hnrsli, but on a distant ear 
lb fdl melodiously modulated For this reason tlio 
musicians’ gallery had been placed over the main 
entrance to the verj spacious inner court, so that it 
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miglit sound pleasing)}- to tlio ladies in tlie serogho 
far beyond. 

Beneatli this gate tlioy dismounted None but pnnccs 
of the ropl blood might nde boy-ond it Tho Pnnee, as 
lus custom nos, looked keenly around In tbc centre of 
tho court they had just traversed was a tank, along two 
sides ran arcades To nght and to left ran streets, at 
right angles to tho courtyard, uith imniatuic canals 
running down the middle Down thcro streets the Pnneo 
liad vistas of pretty httle houses and alcoves with foun- 
tains and gardens and ail kmds of ilovronng shrubs. 
Tiieso were tho quarters of the aimra and other impenal 
ofiicers In one of these houses the Fnneo was to apend 
a wear}’ tune, witli nothing to do but lack his heels and 
plan ways of escape, an honourable captivity, but dtead- 
ioUy irksome to a lover of wide spaces and the fresh 
mountain brecro 

The music ceased os tho Rajn and Bhim Smgh crossed 
the spacious mnoc court to tho noble hall of public 
audience, tho Diwan-i-’Am Two of their men followed, 
hearing gifts, lor no ambassador ever approached the 
Presence without an offering Raised considerably from 
the ground, Mus nobly-proportioncd hall was open on tho 
three sides that looked mto the court It uos hght and 
ury Tho ccilmg and tho several rous of pillars with 
the engrailed arches between them, pamted and overlaid 
with gold, could thus be seen to advantage At the 
upper end, m tho centre of tbc wall that separated tho 
hall from the seiagho, in a wide and lofty qpenmg higher 
from tho floor than a man could tench, sat tho Emperor 
on the famous Peacock Throne 

Tt1«m Singh was astoundcd at its magnificence Re- 
port had never conveyed to him the least idea of its 
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Aiound bs neck was a rope of unmense pearls bmgmg 
down, into bis lap Bbun Sin^ could not help admiring 
bun m epite of bis bigb end unbending look 

Tben approach over the immense nch silk carpets 
that coveted the marble floor had been noiseless, bnt at 
the si^t of them the Emperor smiled graciously They 
mounted the steps to the platform which was surrounded 
by a salver railing at the foot of the throne. Here were 
assonbled the amirs and rajas m qilendid attire, all 
standing, Iheii eyes bent downward and their hands 
crossed At a greater distance from the throne the 
mansabdars god lesser offioalB were standing, also m 
the same posture of profound leveience 

The Raja of Bikaner salaamed profoundly, placing his 
hand thnoe npon bis head and as often dropping it down 
to the ground Blum Bmgh followed his example 

* Huzur,’ said the Raja m a loud clear voice, ‘ I have 
bro ught my fellow-countiyman according to your com* 
maud to the Presence Piinoe Bbim S ingh of TJdaipur 
bimgs with bm a letter and gifts from Sana Raj to the 
Imperial Majesty ’ 

In his conlusion the Pnnce was about to hand, or 
rather attempt to hand, the letter to the Emperor hun- 
Bsilf He was mtercepted by an amu who stepped for- 
ward and received it A eunuch was bidden to take it 
up The Emperor, before breakmg the seals, raised it 
above his head os a maik of great reject ' Ho, ho,’ 
thou^t T^hini Su^, ‘ the httle game of studied pdhte- 
ness 18 begmnmg Iict us see how he will idish the 
contents’ With a grave and unmoved countenance 
AuTftugmh perused the lengthy epistle and gave no out- 
ward wgn of displeasure ‘Crafty old fox,’ said the 
Pnnce to htnuii. 1 fj ‘ who can tell what his thoughts are < ’ 
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Hub done, die Emperor mtimated diat the Bana’s 
gifts nu^t be brought At a sign from Baja Shiam 
Sm^, irho had taken his usnal place amongst ^e atten- 
dant rajas, the tiro Bajpnt men mounted onto the 
platform, salaamed deeply and handed the gifts to the 
Ponce enamelled vases of the best Amber \rorkman- 
ship, a mby and a diamond of pnce, and a nchly mloid 
dagger of conning craftsmanship that, on a spnng being 
touiohed m the handle, opened out mto thme deadly 
blades of the finest tempered steel These gifts wore 
handed up to the Emperor, who exanuned them mmntely 
and praised them hi^y The Ponce was nfiieved, and 
began to thmk that the monanfii’s graaous and conde- 
scending manner was sincere after sB 

Then, at a sign from the throne, two amirs came for- 
ward and mvested the Ponce with a Ser-apah, or vesture 
from head to foot a vest of noh brocade, a turban and 
a sash of embroidered wlk ITm awn turban with its 
peacock plume was handed bock to one of the Bajput 
gift-bearers Baja Shiam Singh motioned to the Ponce 
to come and take his place by his side, whilst his two 
attendants should withdraw With profound salaams 
they moved baidcwardB from before the throne, the 
Prince to a place on the o^t of the platform and the 
two men to the bottom of the hall where the crowd of 
retamers was 

For one hour more the durbar lasted, and the Ponce 
made good use of his eyes Ih the great court m front of 
the Diwon-i-’Am the royal horses were paraded that Aur- 
angzcb might see whether they were m good condition 
The elephants came next, their hides painted block with 
two large red streaks down their foreheads meetmg on 
the trunks Their backs were covered mth embroidered 
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olotli ; silvet bdls were auspended to the ends of a massive 
' Blivet chain placed ovet the doth Mappings, and white 
ohowtjes hung from them ears Eoni sm^ elephants, 
Buperhiy capansoned, walked dose to these cicatures m 
a Bolemn and dignified manner Eadi beast as it came 
in si^t of the throne was made to bend its knee, lift up 
its trunk and trumpet aloud 

Other animals were next introduced tame antdopes 
kept for the purpose of fightmg each other , large Bengal 
bufialoes with prodigious horns that enabled them to 
contend agamst Hons and tigers , tame hnntmg cheetahs , 
sportmg dogs coveted with red doth, and, lastly, hawks 
and falcons of all lands. 

Tinally there were brought the carcases of sheep 
neatly hound up without the entnuls Blum Singh 
wondered greatly what these could bo meant for But 
he soon saw young amirs, mansabdars and mace^beorers 
advancing in turn to show their strength and skill in 
cuttmg through the four feet, which were fastened to' 
gnthet, and the body at one stroke of their swords 

The Emperor rose and descendmg the marble stairs 
passed out of the hall into his pnvabo apartments 
beyond, accompamed by his sons and tho eunuchs 
The durbar wes at an end An ofiScer of the household 
advanced and conducted the Pnnee to the quarter? thol 
had been allotted to bim m tiie fort near the Delhi Gate 
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THE EMFEBOB GONSEDEBS EDS BEFLY 

Tee Emperor \ros highly incensed The Rana’s letter 
had rankled in his nund throughout a sleepless night, 
and now news had come that the Nawab of Huttra had 
been tnoked Immediately on discovenng what had 
taken place dntmg the night the Nawab i^orted that 
he had set out m hot pursmt Early in the forenoon he 
had come up with the retreating Rajputs, twenty thou- 
sand strong The temple car was lumbering along 
before them, dragged by several hundred Bhaktas and 
other willing helpers A hot encounter had ensued, and 
a stem hand-to-hand fight m which many dead were 
left on the fidd Late m Ae afternoon the Rajputs had 
broken and fled But to his astonishment he had found 
the oar empty It was not the oar of Enshna but of 
some lesser deity Bb had burnt it He bad naturally 
imagmed that Ae Rajputs would go the way th^ had 
come The people were in active sympathy with them 
and their reports were false and misleadi^ He now 
awaited the orders of TIib Majesty 
This news coming on top of the Rana’s letter annoyed 
Alamgir exceedmgly Ho had just sent a reply to the 
Nawab to soy that his commands would soon follow, and 
was now slowly pacing to and fro in a superbly-decorated 
upper chamber of the palace ovedoolmg the Jumna. 



THE BMEBROR CONSIDBRS HIS REPLY 63 

Shoit in stature and slender in figure he ivallced mth a 
distmct stoop, his hands beJund his back clasping the 
letter that Bbim Smgb had brought the previous moTmug . 
The contents had outraged his feelings He had deter- 
mined to communicate them to none but his son Sultan 
hinhaminad Akbat, udiose commg he impatient^ uraited 

On his son’s entry, Aurangeeb seated himself on a lour 
diisn at the end of the zoom and motioned his son to 
sit near him— a mark of high condescension and a sign 
that some most confidential matters were to be dis- 
enssed 

* Akbar,* he began m a low voice, ‘ these Rajputs are 
danng beyond measure IDieu insolence must be curbed 
Th^ have removed the great idol of Exishna at Muttra 
and tncked the pnrsmt This impudent letter is long 
Give close heed 1 shall read it to you Thereafter vre 
must dehberato what course to pursue This much I 
now premise, I have detenmned to visit Udaipur with 
condign punishment ’ 

Aurangzcb then read aloud slowly m low even tones 
the dignified letter of remonstrance of Rana Baj Smgh 

'All due praise be rendered to the glory of the 
Almighty, and the mumficenco of Your Majes^, whidi 
18 as conspicuous os the sun and moon Although I your 
well-wisher have separated myself hum your sul^e 
presence, I am nevratheless zealous m the performance 
of every bounden act of obedience and loyalty. This 
my mcbnation is notonous, nor can your royal wisdom 
entertam a doubt thereof Refiectmg therefore on my 
former services and Your Majesty’s condescension, I pre- 
sume to soboit the royal attention to some cncumstances 
m wbioh pubho as well as pnvute welfare is greatly 
interested 
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‘ I Lave been infonncd that cnonnous Bums have been 
dissipated in the prosecution of the designs formed 
against mo, your ^\cIl-^n8her , and that you have oiderod 
a tnbuto to bo levied to satisfy the exigencies of youc 
exhausted ticasuiy 

‘ May it please Your Majesty, your royal ancestor 
Muhammad Jclalu’d-dm Akbar, whoso throne is now in 
heaven, conducted the alfaiis of this empire in equity and 
firm secunty for the space of fifty-two years, preserving 
every tnbo of men m case and happmess whether they 
were followers of Jesus or of Moses, of David or 
Muhammad, wore they Brahmans, were they of the 
sect of Dhanans, which demes the eternity of matter, 
or of that whieh ascribes the eMstcnco of the world to 
chance, they all equally enjoyed his countenance and 
favour insomuch that his people, m gratitude for the 
mdiscnminate protection ho afioidcd them, distinguished 
him by the appellation of “ Guardian of hlankmd ” 

‘Eis Majesty, Nuru’d-dm Johangir, likewise, whose 
dwellmg is now m paradise, extended, for a period of 
twenty-two years, the shadow of his protection over the 
heads of his people , successful by a constant fidchty 
to his alhes, and a vigorous exertion of his arm m 
business 

' Nor less did the illustnous Shah Jdian, by a propi- 
tions reiga of thirty-two years, acquire to hunsi^ im- 
uiortal reputation, the glorious reword of clemency and 
virtue 

'Such were the benevolent inohnations of your an- 
cestors Whilst they pursued these great and generous 
pnnaplea, wheresoever they directed their steps, con- 
quest and prosperity went before them , and then they 
reduced many countries and fortresses to their obedience 
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Dnimg Your Majesty’s reign, many have been alienated 
from the empire, and farther loss of tomtory must neces- 
sanly follo^r, smce devastation and rapine now umvet' 
sally prevail without restramt Your subjects are 
trampled underfoot and every provmce of your empue 
is impovenshed ; depopulation spreads and difficulties 
accumulate When mdigence has reached the habita- 
tion of the sovereign and his princes, what con be the 
condition of the nobles ^ is to the soldiery, they ate 
m murmurs ; the merohants complaining, the Mt^m- 
madans discontented, the Bindus destitute, and multi- 
tudes of people, wretched even to the wont of then 
m^tly meal, are beatmg their heads throughout the 
day m rage and desperation 
* How can the digmty of the sovereiga be preserved 
who employs his power m exaotmg heavy tributes from 
a people thus miserably reduced t At this juncture it 
IS told from east to west that the Emperor of Brndustan, 
jealous of the poor Hmdu devotee, will exact a tribute 
from Brahmans, Sanorahs, yogis, bairagis and sanyosu , 



raoe^ he condescends to exercise his power over the 
solitary inoffeiunve anohonte If Your Majesty place 
any f^th m these hooks, by distmcbou called divme, 
you will there he instructed that God » the God of all 
uot the God of Muhammadans alone The 
Pagan and the Musulman are equally lu his presence 
Distinctions of colour ore of hia ordination It is he 
who gives existence In your temples, to Ins name the 
voice IB raised m prayer , m a house of images, where 
the bell is htn-kan, Still he is the object of adoration To 
vihfy the lebgion or oastoms of othci men is to set at 
nau^t the pleasure of the Almiglity. 
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‘ In fine, tihe tnbate you demand from lihe SmdnB is 
lepugnant to justice , it is equally foieiga to good policy, 
as it must unpovensh the countiy moieovei, it is an 
innovation and an infringement of the laws of Emdustan 
But if seal for youi lehgion hath induced you to deter- 
nune upon this measure, the demand ou{^t, by the rules 
of eqmty, to have been made first upon Bam Sin^, who 
IS esteemed the prmoipal amongst the Bhndus Then 
let your wefi-wisher be called upon, with whom you will 
have less difficulty to encountn , but to torment ants 
and flies is unworthy of a heroio or generous muni It 
IS wonderful that the mmisters of your Gkrveniment 
should have neglected to instruct Your Hajesty m the 
rules of rectitude and honour * 

‘ By the beard of the Prophet I that last is insulkr* 
ably insolent,’ growled the Emperor, denohing his fist 
'Does he presume to lecture me upon the duties of 
religion ? I do but humbly strive to cany out what the 
holy Quran ordains This impious mfiiiri dares to 
asperse the commands of the Prophet (Peace be on TTia 
Name) Muhammad of his mony bids the faithful 
spare the life of the unbdiever if he pay the Jizya 
The Bana would dispute it with me— Alarngur' Bo 
shall knou what it is to challenge my power Look, 
Akbar, at this— the sign of a lance over his seal Ba 1 
so he would threaten me, would he ? ’ 

Kay, my father,’ rephcd Akbar, who, being the son 
of a Bajput prmceas, knew something of their cuBtoms, 
'that IB but on ancient custom 'Bs the pnvilego of 
toe Barm’s hereditary chief councillor, the Bawat of 
Salnmbar, to place his emblem over the Bana’s seal on 
all important documents It is a privilege of long 
standing in honour of his ancestor Cbonda who renounced 
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lus ri^ts to the gai% m favour of his younger brother 
It signifies no threat ’ 

' No matter,’ rejoined his father, ' this letter hTibU be 
onsweied by stem deeds and not by soft words Prom 
all the provmces I shall gather my armies You and 
your briers shall lead ^em On both sides of the 
mountains we shall proceed m ovetwhehnmg strength, 
for JoBwant’s Icmamen too must be beaten to the dust 
The infant must be surrendered to my care They have 
the e&ontery to ascribe the death of Jaswant’s first-born 
son to me Smallpox, forsooth, comes from a pmsoned 
robe I See how 1 trusted them and gavn them high 
honours It is then own ill-domg th^ attribute to me ' 

Sultan Akbai murmured assent whilst his father 
paused for breath m his excessive agitation It was 
most unusual for the prudent, cold and crafty Anrangzeb 
to betray strong emotion Akbar had never seen hun 
so moved The end of the world was about to come 
upon the Rajputs 

' Now,’ he resumed, ’ for our immediate oares The 
Sana’s son shall be our hostage I have given orders 
that he shall not be penmtted forth from the citadel, 
nor his men from the city Every gate is watched 
We shall hoodwink the young man and show him all 
honour He must make up for his fiither’s remissness 
about attendance at our court You, Akbar, do you 
visit the young man and show hun all fnendhness Let 
him know that etiquette demands that an ambassador 
must await our pleasure that the longer we detam him, 
the greater the honour shown to his fethei. He seems 
a Bimple-mmded youth Perchance, too, you may glean 
useful infoimatiou from him if you proceed with skill 
and caution ’ 
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With, these woids the Smperoi signed to his son that 
the interview was over and that he tnight take his 
departure Sultan Akbat arose and wilh obeisances 
left the chamber, to proceed forthwith on a visit to Bhim 
Singh, whose appearance had so impressed l»ni ‘ He 
IS not so sunple,’ thou^t the Sultan, ‘as ay father 
seems to think We ahall aee ’Twill be a pleasant 
occupation these idle days at Court ’ 
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PRINOE BHDf ESCAPES 

'Nay, nay, I am content enofu^ Snok honoux so 
gnunoody shown by your revved father will please 
nunOj and so 1 xejoifie Look at these noble gifts Bis 
Majesty has showered, npon me Almost every day 
Bome distinotion is shown to my unworthy self It is 
overwhelmmg kmdness Please convey to His Majesty 
my deep gratitude I am content to await his imperial 
pleasure, especially as he has sent you to entertam me ’ 
Thus Bhim Smgh answered the question of Sultan 
Muhammad Ahbax as the latter was taking his leave 
one stany m|^t m the month of Fushya For many 
weeks now the Sultan had been constantly visiting the 
Prince He had begun by hypocritical fnendship , he 
was fast becoming a smcere fnend He had learnt to 
admire the young man for his artless pose and for his 
skill m &nG^ awkward questaons He had very soon 
given up practiamg upon him and they had fallen to 
talking of the pleasures of the chase 
TOiim Singh narrated the story of his first boar and 
Akbar m turn told of his first tiger Akbai was more 
th™ twice the Ftmee’s age and had had many exmting 
adventures He tdd of a great elephant fi^t on the 
sandy sfxetdh between the palace and the nver bank , 
how, in order to get a better view of the strugglmg 
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monsten, he and hii brofhciB had left the tipper bnl' 
conics and bnd mounted their {ionics He bed sentured 
too near, and one elephant, ^ttin;; the norst of the 
encounter, had loft off fighting and had doshed madly 
at lum The mahout, Ijing on the hind quartern of the 
beast, chngmg to the rope that passed round its back, 
could do nothing to Tpstmin the mfiinated monster 
Ilia pony and he had stood rooted to the spot in terror 
But, soon coming to himself, he had dug in liis spur, 
and olmrgcd At close quarters he had burled his spear 
mto the Icmthnn's trunk, but to little purpose The 
beast had caught his pony's legs, and o\cr they had 
rolled mto the sand Luclaly the {»ny had fallen be- 
tween them and had rcceiscd the jirodding tusks, but 
before the elephant could kneel and crush the poor 
creature ho had spning to his fcot and uith his snoid 
had slashed seTCrely at tlio softer part of the uphftcd 
trunk The pam of tlus had made the enraged monster, 
^ammg loudly, uheel about and once more engage 
his former foe \iho had come lumbenng after bun 

Frmco Bhim’s eyes glistened snth excitement ns ho 
listened to this stimng talc 

'Sultan,' ho exclaimed, 'my Rajputs call mo bravo, 
but such courage as yours l I should Iioto fled ’ 

Then,’ rejomed Altbar, ‘ you uould have been lolled 
A ^ny IS no match m speed for a modly mfunated 
elophant ’ 

‘ Have you over hunted the hon, Sultan » ’ asked 
JJlum Sin^ after a pause ‘ They say that a bon is a 
more fonmdable foe than a tiger, who, after all, is a 
cowardly beast ’ 

‘No, never,’ lephcd the Sultan, ‘hon-huntme as 
arranged by the imponal shilrons is a tame affair 
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Thete la no spott in it and no danger The poor beast 
has no chance The bait is dmgg^ \ntii optum , the 
hon gets dcowsj’ , a net is diaxm around his lair M7 
lather conies up on an dephont The sleepy hon, 
prodded by long pikes into acbvify, \nth a roar spnngs 
at him, IB entangled m the net and shot by a musket 
ball JBis Majesty, the Emperor, u now old, and eti- 
quette demand such atrangements 'Tis buthheiy, not 
sport’ 

Thus with many tales of adventure and shikar on 
both Bides these two men learned to like each other— a 
hkmg firmly grounded on the true sportsman’s admna- 
ban for a brother of the craft 
hi one of his earhest visits, the Sultan had brought 
with him to show the Prince his sporting dogs and his 
falcons He detailed the methods of trauung and 
enumerated the quahties looked foi by the breeder 
Ddighted to meet such an enthusiastic enquuer mto 
such details, the Sultan had presented Bhim Sm^ with 
a couple of his best dogs and a beautiful falcon 
This was indeed a useful gift to the Pnnoe, who was 
groFwing snspicunis of the ^hes occasionally sent by 
courte^ fnm the imperial kitchen He tested the food 
on these animals before partakmg of it himself, making 
some remarks about a Bajput’s devotion to animals and 
the honour to be shown to them These remarks weie 
mtended to reach the ear of any possible ^y 
That he was, as Baja Shiam had predicted, a prisoner 
had become evident to the young man ever smce the 
mn iniTig when, thinkmg to take a stroll mto the city, he 
had been courteous^ turned back at the gate The 
guards had said that an ambassador’s life was as the 
ap^ of the EmperoPs eye, and that it was agamst 
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etiquette for aocli an honourable peiaonage to venture 
alone into the dongeroua atreeta A thin excuae but 
aufSoient for the Piinoe, ivlio meeMy apologiaed for hia 



And ao the tune had paaaed At firat there had been 
plenty to aee of intereat Each wedc the Emperor aat 
on a difierent throne, magnificent and blaang with 
jewela, but none of the other aiz waa equal to that 
atupendoua marvd the Feaoook Throne Each Eaday 
he hod vratehed the Emperor'a departure to aay prayeia 
m the moaque Not a few of the amira had entmtamed 
him in their quarteia in the oitadel For many ni^ta 
he had watched them and the aupenor maaaabdaia 
mountmg guard in the f ortxeaa, vying with one another 
m Bmartneaa of turn-out and gorgeouaneea of equipment 
Now the gdded captivity was begummg to pall, and the 
Fiince began to turn hia thoughta to eacape 
He aaanmed a contentment that he did not fed and 
put cm as much awagger as poaaible, aa if overpowered 
by a eenae of hie impcntance and poaaeaaed of a deaire to 
atay m anch a paradise for ever In thia atrain he art- 
lessly prattled to the imperial officers In the Bane’s 
court, he explomed, he waa nobody , here at last his 
true ment was acknowledged by the discemmg eye of 
majesty l^onld not the Emperor take mto his 
distinguished service ^ A more faithful servant it would 
be hard to find Thus he lulled their suspicions and 
confirmed the Emperor’s notion that he was indeed a 
himple-minded fellow whose* head was cosily turned 
The Pnnce was takmg no chances He had no wish to 
be caught when cmce ho did got away and be igno- 
mmiously brought back to a dungeon , 

Ho almost imposed on Sultan Akbar, who, however. 
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'vras geaetous enough to keep his Bospscions of the young 
man’s tme chaiaoter to hunsetf So Akbai hod duly 
informed his father of the smcere desire of the Bajput 
Prmce to conform to etiquette and await the imperial 
pleasure And to impress hia father with his ostaleness 
he gave him all sorts of mtcrestmg information puiporb- 
mg to have been wormed out of the Ponce, but i^y 
gathered from other eourcca 

Baja Shiam Smgh had kept aloof Of him the Prince 
saw nothing except at the pubhc durbars The Baja 
hod no wish to be implicated m the Pnnee's previondy 
declared design of escape Bhim Singh respected his 
iclnctance and imdcistood Ins eloafness After all, the 
Baja had given no pledge for his security— he was m no 
way teqoonsible to Mewar for his safety, and had m tiuth 
op^y warned the Pnnee of Ins danger As the weeks 
shpp^ post, the Baja was beginnmg to wonder whether 
tile current estunate of the Pnnee’s character might 
not bo coneot. 

Very httle news of the outside world reached the 
captive. Of tittle-tattle of court gossip he had plenty , 
of the squabbles between the anuzs, of this one’s nse 
and the other one’s humihstion, but of Bajasthan not a 
word Ho knew not whether the God had reached his 
new home m safe^, or what his father was tiunking at 
not receiving any nows from Delhi He had judged it 
wiser not to attempt to wnte That the crafty Emperor 
was ptqiBimg a stem answer to the Bana’s letter, the 
geneiai purport of which the young man was acquamted 
with, Bhim Smgh had no doubt He knew the Emperor 
was playmg'with bun , he on bis side could play the 
game of bloS equally well Hence his appaieutiy smcere 
answer to Sultan Akbar’s question 
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The Bmporor had over-reached hunself His giving 
of lavish gifts, especially of rings and jewels, lo the 
Fnnce was a mistake It put the means of bnboiy into 
the young man’s hands, and he had come almost without 
a com m his pockets 1 

It was some time before the Pimcc decided, after 
caicfnl scrutmy, which of the many servants assigned 
to him was corruptible The merest accident revealed 
him Sultan Akbar, m evplommg the amusements of 
the seragho, had mentioned with a tmgc of regret that 
hiB father paid mote attention to decorum than Shah 
Johan had done He would not permit the dancing 
guls to enter It was only in comphonce with long- 
established custom that he allowed them to come every 
Wednesday to the pubho audience to make their salaams 
from a distaneo and then immediately retire The 
Pnnee applauded this prohibition, and wont on warmly 
but hypocntically to praise the Emperor’s devotion to 
hiB faith and zeal for religion Chanomg to glance up 
as he spoke, he noticed a distmot look of disgust pass 
over the face of one of the attendants bnngmg m the 
sherbet 

Muhammad Ah, so the Prmce learnt by judiaous 
enquiry later on, was a Shioh who did not at all approve 
of his unpenal master’s stnet Sunm orthodoxy In fact 
he gradually unburdened himself of the gnevances of 
his sect , how they had to conform outwardly to Sunm 
ways to avoid bemg dnven away from employment 
Things had distmotly clmnged for the worse the happy 
old days at Court were no more It was even becoming 
doubtful whether the Emperor mi^t not prohibit the 
commg Muharram procession 
Bhim Sm^ pneked up his ears An idea had flashed 
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across hs broui Here was bs cliance of escape if onl7 
he could get a smtahle disguise Veij carefully be 
sounded bis man. By tiie gift of two jewds, the pnce 
of wbcb would keep Mubammad Ab m luxury for the 
rest of bis bfe and enable him to travel far out of tbe 
BmpetoPs dutcbes, Bbun Smgb won bun over. 

Q[^U|^ this intermediary, Bbun Smgb was at last 
enabled to get into toueb with Jagat Sm^, the captam 
of bis Ranawat escort He learnt that they bad been 
forbidden to leave tbe mty and were tlunlang of tnakmg 
a wild diwTi foi it if only they could get bold of then 
Prmce On Bbun Smgh’a advice it was arranged that 
four or five of them sbould disguise themselves as bud- 
mashes and steal their own Wses The guards, on 
hearing whose horses they were, would be only too glad 
to take a bribe and let them go, for this wodd reduce 
the Bajputs’ chances of escape They were to go across 
the nvet and wait at a ceitom rendezvous This was to 
be done on tbe m^t before the Muharram procession 
The others were to disguise themselves and jom the pro- 
cession to the nver bank He bimself would bo with the 
procession from the citadel, if the Emperor oUowed one 
to go In any case, that risk must be taken. As for his 
own horse he would have to leave it in the citadel , 
luckily Thunderbolt had gone lame and had been left 
behmd. 

Fortunately Aurangzeb did not prohibit the procession 
On the tenth rd^t it duly left the Delhi gate, wound 
along through the streets of that quarter and so out 
beyond the city confines towards the nver One of the 
loudest waileis for the deaths of Ah and his two sons 
was a tall figure with a blaeb beard who beat his breast 
ever and anon with most convincing gnef 
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The night \ras not Bhim Sin^ wondeied 
trhethei anyone would notice bun dipping into the 
water The f atiha woe said over the atwda^ and the 
tabnts , the ornaments and decorations were taken ofi 
the latter— and their wooden frameworks were cast into 
the water The standards were then immersed In- 
cense was bnmtt the elegies on the martyrs were recited 
and the peo^e turned homewards Loitering behind, 
the Ptmce watched his opportumty, dipped nmsdesdy 
mto the nver end began to swim across, under the sur- 
face for as long as he could Unluckily, to the Pimce’s 
chagrin, one of the other processionalistB, happemng to 
glance back at the nver, had detected luim. 

Amred at the rendezvous near a small village, he found 
his men assembled there in joyous spirits A spare horse 
had been found for him They mounted m haste, for 
Bhim Sm^ told them that someone had, after oil, 
watched him awimmmg m the nver instead of returmng 
with the others There was every prospect, dietefore, 
of their fli^t being detected and a hot pursuit set m 
motion 

Bhim Singh laughed to himsdf ‘ Now, Baja Shiam, 
you will know that 1 am not such a fool as I looked. 
Alamgir has been outwitted by the stnplmg Woe 
betide me if I ever fall into his hands agam I ' 
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AKBAR'S COMMISSION* 

' Kmvk SAinn>~()o thou odvise my fatbor not to vcntun 
hhi sacred person ^vithin liio Girwa To mo it looks too 
much liko a trap— this tempting absence of serious op> 
position ; it leminds mo of the crocodilo'a open month 
We srill ourselves go in snth fifty thousand men, smash 
up the idols of Knshna and Eklmgn ns His Majesty has 
commissioned ua to do, level the shrines \nth the ground 
and erect mosques upon the sites Bnt—why detail all 
this to one vrho has just come from oi-ertumung Manrac 
and smashing terajdcs ? * 

' Sultan,’ replied Tahasnvor Khan, one of Auranguob's 
ablest andmost trusted commanders, ' ’t» lucky I finidied 
the job in tnno to come over to ibis side of the mountsins, 
and. if he irill hearken to my advice once agem, prevent 
the Emperor, in Ins ovenFccmng pndc of numbers, nin- 
mng his head into a hornets’ nest The Rajput, os you 
\rell know, will take on any odds and fight to the bitter 
end at the Hdding of his cbef I tcU jrou my oxpedibon 
over Motwot was no joke Bam Kormnde'ri and Doc* 
gadas, why— for the matter of that— all her vassals put 
up a tremendous fight ’Twas only my artillery that 
broke them Even so I lost some guns ; thmr chaiges 
were so deaerate ’ 

So it was agreed between Saltan Akbar and Tahawwar 

n 
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the gieat Akbar bad speedily Bucomnbcd It was, bow- 
evot, all part of the cumimg strategy of Bana Baj Smgh 
that these fortresses *^6X6 not moie strongly bold 
He \7a8 playing the part of the open-monthed croco- 
dile. His people and aQ then moveable possessions bad 


Jai Smgb was posted on the northern crests of ^at range, 
ready to dash down and harass the foe on either nde 
Dnigadas and the Bahtors were bolding the bills to the 
south of Eumbbalmec and keepmg touch with Gujarat, 
ready to prevent snpphes and rc^oicoments reachmg 
the enemy, should they attempt this difficult route from 
Ibat rich province The Bana himself was posted at the 
mtneate Naan defile to the south east of the Gitwa, cut- 
ting oS commumcations through the difficult Chappan 
tra^ of bibs and jungles from the Malwa plateau Her^ 
he was m great strength, watdung his chance of folhn^ 
upon the left flonh of hs mighty antagomsts ondm' 
threatenmg their rear should they venture westvm]^ 
through the valley of Udaipur to the mountains^hioh 
he hoped they would do For this reason he had left so 
invitingly open the door at the Uoban and the jDelwara 
passes ' A lew miles more/ he seemed to^say to the 
Mughal, ' and the nches of the Chly of Snnnse are yours 
Walk m and possess them and work your will whilst you 
may’ 

Tahawwar Kbim had no easy task to convinoe Alamgir 
that it was the better poh<y for ha Imperial Majesty 
not to venture mto the valley, but rather to wait until it 
had been secured and then pass in tnumphontly to 
occupy the Buna's beautifal captal Aurangzeb never 
lack^ courage He would never have been what he 
now was bad he not shown unflmcLing bravery m the 
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many battles agsmsb liis brothers m their strug^^o for 
the throne Tmeo had his cause seemed irretnovabl) 
lost, but ho had stood his ground and refused to turn 
from the field Luck had oluays seconded lus bra\o 
resolve to face lus destiny nhoro he stood 
However, His Majesty was connneed at lost He 
decided to await esents at the Debsn pass, with Sultan 
Aram at Ghitor guarding lus rear AkbarandTahawwar 
Ehon wore to go in and possess the valley The Sultan 
was instructed to make it his first care to destroy the 
idol of Enshna now at Nathdnara on the Banas, whilst 
Tahawwar Ehan smashed to pieces Eldmgo, the tutdaiy 
deity of the Sana’s house Thus should these infidels 
be taught that m idols is no hope, no succour , but only 
in the one God whose prophet Muhammad is 
But theii Gods did not desert them m their dark hour 
of need High on the mountains, on a bluff overlooking 
the pass of Kumbhnlmer, a maiden was standing before 


eyes m earnest piayor and snpphcation to the guardian 
Goddess who once before, m a vision to her father, by 


then conntiT’s foe 

fremabai was all alone m the shnne Often had sho 
come here to pray m sohtude The black marble tablets 
set m the wall of the temple court by pous prrnces had 
ever been her constant inspiration The histones of the 
Gods insonbed thereon had sustomed her sunplo faith 
It was impossifale that Deities with such a record of 
viototy should pensh at the bidding of a mortal — mighty 
^petor thou^ he were, with tlie whole world at his 
feet Withm the long 1^ was the pure marble figure 
of the Goddess with her numerous family around her 
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Honors had been, revenm^ placed before her She 
seemed to be lutemng to the ha1I*nrbisperod prayers of 
the devout maiden vrbo spoke so ple&dmgly. 

‘ 0 mother of the Gods, succour now thy country m 
this dark hour Thou seest how the wusbed Muglinl has 
already done much mischief, how he has broken tlie 
images of out Gods and destroyed their shrmes Spare 
this fair land of Meuar such impious saonlege A^ i 
0 Mama Devi, arise and help < Oft have I fasted, oft 
have 1 prayed, but thou hast not spoken Give thy tiue 
serNmit a word— a prom^ Show me a way to piove 
my devotion by deeds Hear me, great Goddess, heat 
mol* 

So long and so implonn^y did Fremabai plead that 
she fell mto an ocsta^, and therem received an answer 
to her prayer Assuming a port tliat was moie than 
human, the Goddess floated through the still evening air 
until she rested above the Buna’s * cloud palace ’ within 
the citadel on the very peak of the moimtam An un* 
earthly radiance shone about her Fremabai knew now 
that her sincere devotion was about to be rewarded. 
Gazing intently at the glonons vision of radiant beauty, 
she saw a flammg sword flash m the Goddess’s hand 
pomtmg downwards tomitds Nathdwaia Letters of 
fire framed themselves against the rapidly darkening 
sky OB the sword’s pomt moved across ' God Enshna 
IB m penl The haughty Mughal comes to seize him 
Do thou, my devout worshipper, hasten to his rescue 
and bnng him to my sanctuary ’ Such was the mes- 
sage The vision faded 

When Fremabai awoke to a sense of her sonoundmgs 
the TiMtig moon was filhng the shnne with a silvery 
li ght Bowing low before the Goddess she poured out 

BBS r 
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Lei gratitude Then ehe hastened a'tray mth all speed 
to seek her father the Thaknr 

She found him m earnest talk mth Prince Bhim 
Both looked at her mth astomshment , her face was all 
a^w with unreptessed excitement Breathlessly she 
gasped out her story 

The Pnnce seized his sword and huolder, ezdaimmg 
m his impetuous manner when deeply moved 

' By the sm of the sack of Ohitor, this ahall not he 1 
May all the transgressionB Akhac’s mighty host be 
upon my head if I do not prevent it * Tip, Thakur, up, 
there’s no tune to lose Sultan Akbar, I know, is m Gie 
valley’ 

The Thakur caught lum by the arm as he was dartmg 
off towards the gate 

' Prmce,’ said he, ' take thought before you leap mto 
the dark Alone you cannot accomphsh your desire 
Flan out your action first, let those with you know each 
his appomted task and you may succeed Bashness will 
lose the day’ 

The Pnnce saw the good sense of this and remembered 
the saying ‘ Haste makes waste ’ Afew mmutes sufficed 
Ho wos to hasten down the mountam with three hundred 
men — all the Thakur could spare him of the gamson 
On his way he was to coUeot as many Bhil bowmen as 
he could find withm easy call Bamboo rafts were to 
be hastily put together, and a long bamboo bier upon 
which to place the idol — for it was hopeless to think of 
movmg the car Hundreds of men had not been able 
to move it a few months earher This had filled all with 
astonishment Over other sandy or boggy parts the oar 
had been safely, if slovly, draped, thanks to the Bana’s 
foresight m havmg timber felled to place beneath the 
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tnro and twenty miles away fiom the rnty, it had defied 
all their efforts It ms dear that this was the ^t 
chosen by the God himself for his fatnie abode So the 
car was left for the time bemg where it had stack Men’s 
thon^ts had perforce tnmed to sterner matters The 
God was housed m a temporary shrine till better times 
should come and a temple worthy of him could be 
built 

Along the wooded left bank of the Banas, where the 
moonh^t was flecked with deep shadows, Bhun Sm^ 
on one of the Thohur’s sure-footed horses moved rapiify 
but silently along with his cavaheis , one hundred Bhils 
flitted like ghosts amongst the trees, takmg short cuts 
and keepmg up with the horsemen How glad he was 
that he had taken Salumbar’s advice and learnt his way 
about these foothills A short way below their des- 
tination, they had floated two large bamboo rafts that 
moved rapifly down the stieam, propelled by long poles 
with two men to each pole At a spot chosen by Bhim 
Smgh near a steep part of the n^t bank, where trees 
and shrubs came dose to the water's edge, the rafts 
were mooted 

Two hundred yards away the shnne lay bathed m 
moonhght I7oald they reach it m tune < Already the 
long sheltering ridge to the east was swanmng with 
Akbar’s men, who had overcome the stout resistance of 
the Kan^ra Jogi These ascetic militant monks had 
put up a good fi^t , th@r matchlock fire had hdd off 
the enemy for no httlc tunc Thdr commander, posted 
with two hundred men along the tableland summit of 
the ndge, had moved his men rapidly from one end to 
the other to give the impression tbt the ndge was 
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stxon^y lidd Thus had he gamed valuable He 
trusted that the noise of gunfire iirould bnng someone 
to hiB support from aotoss the nver Not was he dis- 
appointed 

It vas Fremabai’s sharp ear that had first detected 
the sound She urged on the Fnnce, who was astomshed 
to see her, for he hod no idea that she was coming too 
He remonstrated with her She rephed wmply that she 
was but obeymg the Gkiddess’s nntnmii.nd 

There was no tune for further argument Bapidly 
they swam their horses aoross the stream and, bghtod 
by the friendly moon, dashed across throng the r^Uage 
to charge the foe The Mushms did not expect them 
Thmkmg that the matchlock mmi were the sole dufandew 
of the shrme, they had become careless of their formation 
The slaughter amongst their scattered groups was ternfio 
for a short time On the captured ndge, however, the 
survivors were soon re-formed and remforced 

Bhim Smgh had no mtention of chiugnig the ndge 
He wheeled his men about to ■flie shrme From the low 
mud-walls a desultory matchlock fire, more noisy than 
deadly, was kept up by the remnant of the ‘ sj^t-ear 
ascetics’ To one side his horsemen were drawn up 
ready to charge any that attempted to storm the scored 
piecmcts 

On the bamboo htter borne on the shoulders of eight 
sturdy mountamcers the God was bemg humed to the 
waters edge A shout arose Bhim Singh looked 
round ^there to his left came a compact body of Mushm 
horse two hundred strong chargmg down to cut off their 
rot^t to the nver Meanwhile bis own mam body was 
hotly engaged repelling dotermmed attacks from the 
lillagp on the further side of the shrme The Eajputs 
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veto seriously outaoiubered. The wliole place seemed 
to svnnix vith MusUms shouting ' Din, Dlu ' 

The Frmco uhistled thnee, a long shnll uhistle, a 
pFcconcertod signal that his men aeie to diaw of! to 
gun the left as well as they could, eadi men for 
Mmsolf. He himself, calling aloud upon the Qod now 
mthin a stone's throw of the bank to atouso himself and 
save them, turned lus small foice, a score of Bonawat 
daaamen, to chatge and impede the oncoming foe He 
did not expect to survive His faith was not so strong 
as that of Fiemahai He trusted in his own ng^t arm 
sooner than in any God, save, perhaps, Eklmga his tute- 
lary deity Enshua, he knew, nas mcknam^ Binofaor, 

' abandoner of the field * He did not really expect help 
from him 

Yet it came. As they were about to hurl themselves 
in utter desperation against the foe, many of the latter 
were seen to reel in their saddles and foil Volley after 
volley of deadly arrows tamed upon tliem So mur- 
derous mdeod was the arrow hail that, with a wave of 
his sword, the Pnnee wheeled his men to one side, ohaig- 
mg the now confuBcd moss only when he noticed a lull 
in the bowmen's attack 

The Mnsbms had lost their leaders Th^ could not 
afaiwii this short-iange arrow attack any longer, They 
turned and fled The Prince and his men rode rapdly 
down to the water Along the bank he found the Bbl 
PAi^ fanynt. of the ‘ lords of the passes ’ drawn at 
short intervals and directed by the mtrepid Premabai 
She it was who had brought them oeioss by swimmmg, 


On to the raft the biei was lowered The bearers 
pimped down after it, followed by the pnests and by 
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Blum Smgh, ^rliose lioise had been too scveroly vrounded 
to be able to swim across Iho enemy had ralhed ogam 
and were wildly finng matchlocks and dischargmg 
anowB upon the swimnung Bajputs Many, alas i never 
reached the farther bank 

With a splash one of the pole men at the stem fell 
dead mto the water The other man was losmg his 
balance and about to follow him Bhim Smgh sprang 


—but the stream was against them 

Into the pole between his hands an arrow struek with 
a xingmg metulliti sound Blum S mg h looked up 
There on the bank an ardier was standing, a few short 
yards away, ainung another shaft straight at him 

The Ponce laughed aloud It amused him to tiimk 
that after all he should meet his death as a coohe pohng 
a raft along He laughed still louder at the ndi^ons 
somersault the archer made as he came tumbling down 
from the lofiy bank with a splash mto the dear water 
beneath An arrow was stiolmag through his nbs under 
the arm Agam had Fiemaboi, who had jumped onto 
the other laft^ come to the rescue of the man die now 
adored 

A httle farther up stream diey crossed to the opposite 
bank The rafts were abandoned, and the Gk>d a^ his 
resouers were soon lost to view amidst the trees 


all their might The raft was 


Together they poled with 
beginmng to gather speed 



CHAPTER XI 


A GAME OF OHESS IS lETERBTIPIED 

The Sultan MnlianiDiad Akbat had taken possoasion of 
the Raoa’s empty city Hib men had plundered to theu 
hearta’ content They did not know that EMmf^ had 
Bwom throngh the mouth of hia high pneat that none 
of this ill-gotten loot should leave the valley They 
were at then ease, roaming thiou£^ the deserted 
palaces This was a bivouac not to he left m a huity 
Word had been sent to Alamgir that he might safely 
enter 

Moved by onnoBily to see the abode of his grandfather 
Shah Jahan, when as Fnnce Eliuxram m revolt against 
hiB father Jahangii he was given asylum by the Rana of 
Udaipur, Akbar had rowed across to the Jagmandir on 
one of Uio wooded isles in the middle of Lake Pichola 
He was accompamed by Tohawwar Ehan Disembark- 
ing; they passed throng silent orange and lemon groves 
shaded by graceful palmyra and dark cypress trees 
The gardens were gay wi^ parterres of flowers , here 
and there was a wide-«preadmg tamarind A httle 
paradise of quiet beauty 

Together thay ascended the marble stairs to the 
building beneath its lofty dome crowned with 
a glided orescent In the court they passed the tomb 
of a Muhammadan samt Beneath the dome withm the 
87 
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spaoions hall they sav a atately thione acalptnied frcan. 
a single block of marble \nth quadofoim female figures 
aapportmg it The floor and l^e vails were udaid mth 
lovely mosaics 

On a marble seat neat the enttance they sat dovn and 
for a while gazed without a word at the chaste beauty 
around them On the sister-isle tiiey ooiild see the lovely 
Jagmvas, the water-palace of the Banas Through the 


At the waWs edge the eye could disfangmali the ocfion- 
naded lefectones and baths where the would 
sleep ofi their midday opium and, awaking, listen 
drowsily to the tales of the bards whilst the dehaous 
peifumes of the myriad lotus blossoms that covered the 
wide waters of the lake were wafted across to Ijiem 
The Aravalhs loomed large in the distance 

Ehan Sahib,* began the Sultan, breakiqg at last the 
lengthy silence, ' what shall I say to my august father * 
Knshna has escaped me ’Twas a darmg coup , rue- 
thought I spied a fanuliar figure leading them I am 
glad he did not lidl into my hands My father would 
hove misused him cruelly Yet, gladly would I have 


bote him away ’ 

That, Sultan,’ replied Tohawwar Khan, ‘is easily 
answered Did you not hear that a man was seen 
Bwimmmg across the nver on the night of the Muhonam 
proc^ion* Truly, a pity that your august father is 
BO tolerant to fellow-Mualims He was altogether too 
patient with those Shiahs ’ 

' Ah, well, the young man played his port skilfully 
ond deserved success But come, I have yet to Icam 
now you fated against Ekbngn ' 
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‘ Baled badljj homblj badly. My face and ne(^ stall 
feel tihe stangs of bis guardian insects.' 

'Insects! Well, I suppose a bandfol of fi ghting 
monks may My be called insects, but I see no grounds 
or sciatches on your face and nc^ * 

'May, tbqr trete \roi8e than a fev monks They 
swarm^ m myriads like locusts darkening the sl^ 
But listen, I shdl teU you all m order I first attempted 
the entrance to the narrow vaUey from the north, but 
found the road passing throng a deep gorge guarded 
by a ationg gate The soldier monks were ready for us , 
heaps of loose rocks were piled up on the heights orer- 
lookmg the roads It was a death-trap Bo, detachmg 
some men to keep these monks m check 1 made a long 
dfitour to the other side There I found an easier road, 
but a massiTe portal barred the way to the shone A 
couple of elephants soon butted that m for me That 
shodd teach them to put qiikes on their gates m future 
At the shone itself some three hundred yards farther 
down the valley the old pnest stood wavmg his arms 
and willing down curses I told my gunners to put a 
few cannon balls mto the temple and give him good 
cause to dance about like a lunatic 
' That was my mistake The noise of it disturbed the 
black masses that were Mved on the rocks of the gorge 
to the north Down they swarmed— the vfity ait hiss- 
ing bke escaping steam from huge cauldrons Elephants, 
horses and men were thrown mto ntter confusion A 
tremendous stampede, I can assure you! With out 
lainifia ovec OUT heads we bolted out of that accursed 
ravine at top speed, followed for miles by those httle 
devils of the sir Some of my men threw themselves 
mto tanks and got drowned for their pains— not easy to 
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tum into s fidi all at onco > as soon as a man’s bead 
came up it was block with bees Now, Sultan, wbat 
shall I say to my impenol master ^ ’ 

Akbar dirugged bis shoulders and lephcd — ‘ 1 don t 
know. We are both in the some pbgbt Venly the 
task was as a mountain bidden bdiind a straw biBsy 
it looked but hard it proved I don’t bko tbis tampering 
with other folk’s Gods H they are loyal subjects, that 
should suffice a ruler This u a senseless war 1 have 
httle heart for it Now let us get boidc to l^e Bana’s 
palace ere ’tis dork 1 have some new openmgs m chess 
to teach you ’ 

For some hours they had sat absorbed m their game 
Akbar was m the act of movmg his ' Viaer ’ and about 
to say ' Shah Mat ’ when a sudden loud noise assailed 
then ears The guns on Mount Eklmgarh, overlookmg 
the (Sty on the south, had opened fixe Bothmenjumped 
up, upsettmg the (diess-board m their haste, and ran 
out on to the balcony From oU sides throng the 
darkness confuBed noises reached them A horseman 
come goUopmg on to the terrace, and discemmg their 
figures oulimed ag^onst the lights bdimd them, called 
out ' Sultan Sahib, the Bajputs are upon us < * 

They looked at each other in ostomshment Confident 
of theur strong position and large numbers, with the 
northern and eastern entrances blocked by then own 
armies outside and the south-eastern pass blocked from 
withm, they had felt quite safe on those sides On the 
west strong pickets had been posted— this was the 
vulnerable quarter Then dispositions had been good, 
and all would have been well had better disciphne pre- 
vailed amongst then troops Bnt officers and men had 
been too confident of seounly, and too mucdiiimlined to 
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tal;c tlungs easily for a spell after tlieir long and arduous 
marches from Bengal and the tough fitting at the 
eastern frontier fortresses 

There uas not much moouhght, and the Mughals ueie 
at a disadvantage in not knonmg the terratn so well as 
their attackers The Sultan and Tahavnrar Ehan 
dashed dotm to the body-guard hnes, and mustermg the 
body-guard troops and other contmgents within the city 
walls issued forth, the Sultan from the Suraj Pol on the 
east and Tahawuar Ehan ftom the Ilathi Pol on the 
north Fortunately for them they had distributed their 
guns amongst the cham of small fortresses guarding all 
approaches to the city waUa They had no reason to ftar 
an attack on the city itself The Bona would not hke 
to see his palaces knocked about But they did fear the 
loss of men and equipment in the several large camps 
formed outside It was to the two most important of 
these that they were liastemng Thoir amval put heart 
mto the isolated groups who were fighting de^erately 
m the rams of their cunps Charge aftoi choige was 
made ; the Bajputs were held m check Some sort of 
order was restored, and the broken troops drew off to the 
shelter of tiio city walls 

It was Jai Smg^ and his brother who, conung down 
from the mountoms mth a force of fifteen thousand men, 
had taken the enemy outposts completely by surprise 
They had ovamin tiiem easily and hod pa^ed on to 
attack the forces blooking the ingress through the Nai 
defile So successful had they been m throwing them 
mto confusion that the Sana had hod on ea^ march m 
Attacked on both sides by loices of unknown strength, 
and not able to use their guns to advantage m the nn- 
certam hght, the Mushms had broken and fled back to 
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liheir camps tnth the Bajputs close oo liheii heels 
Lapeiniously the dans charged into the camps, and 
rnoni^t havoc until the troops from the city hold them 
in check 

The Bawat of Salumbar had gone mth a strong de- 
tachment to capture the fortified hill of Ekhngorh He 
had found it too strongly hdd It was the guns of this 
fort that had first aroused the chess players to a sense 
of danger 

In a brief council of war the Bajput leaders decided 
that it was impracticable to attack thoir own city 
Street fighting was not at all to their hlang Untd 
hiklingarh was taken, the enemy guns could do untold 
damage to their palaces on Ihe ndge and withm the aly 
Their forces wan httle more than half those of Akbar 
m number It was only by surprise that they had gamed 
their success hitherto Th^ hod no guns except the 
few they had captured, and these they could not use for 
lack of tramed gunners It ware better to draw ofi 
befom dayhght disclosed to the enemy their infenoniy 
m numbers Akbar must be left m the dork upon this 
pomt Qhondawat Bawat Batten Hmgb of Salumbar 
with a smile agned that it would put bim mto a cunous 
position to find himself attacking the Sura] Pol whicdi it 
was his special povilege to defend to the death 

So, m spite of some ardent spirits flushed with victory 
who, with true Bajput impetuosity, wished to contmue 
the fi^t, it was settled that they should gather together 
the very considerable booty that had already fallen mto 
their hands and draw of! to the eastern barrier of their 
valley The three passes were to be dosely blockaded 
faro withm to prevent Aurangzeb forcing his way 
through They would take the nsk of bemg caught 
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between two fires and would watt and see what Akbar 
would do, If be dcoided to move westwards mto the 
mounttuns, be would bo debvoimg bimaelf mto their 
bands 

Tabawwar Eban uiged the Sultan to fight his way 
back to the nnpcnal forces beyond the passes But 
Alcbar, fearing that bis troops bad been too mucb shaken 
and disorganised, and quite uncortam as to the numbers 
of the Rajputs between him and his father, rejected the 
advice and detonmncd to effect a junction with the 
army m occupation of Marwar It was to prove a fatal 
mistake 

However, oU went well at first. The troops were re- 
organised, the guns removed from the fortresses and the 
whole force put mto a finr marching order The loss of 
much of theur comp equipment was severely felt, but the 
ramy season was yet some months ahead, and there was 
every hope of replenishment before the weather broke 
The sick and wounded were left bohmd No barm would 
come to them from tbeu ohivalrous foe. 

Tahawwor \ras m command of the strong rear- 
guard but was not attacked The Rajputs bad no wish 
to impede tbeu westward movement In some bottle- 
necked valley the whole army would soon be an easy 
prey 

To Gogunds, then, some twenty miles nortii-west of 
the city th^ were reluotantly leaving, the Muslims 
directed their march, bopmg to cross the mountains by 
the Sadn Pass some sue miles to the south of the Eathi- 
guia Nal or Elephant Pass below Enmbhahner 



CHAPTER Xn 

BAMBUEEI, OB THE BBAGELET-BBOIHBB 

Foe many montha past Bam Eotumdevi bad been im- 
portuned by Duigadaa to remove beiself and bet infant 
son to a more distant and more seoiet refuge m a Jam 
monastery on Mount Abu Sbe would not bsten 
Eumbhalgarb seemed to ber the strongest fortress ever 
built Bana Kumbha’s stcon^old defied capture 
Behmd its massive walls and towers, seven hundred feet 
above the pass that it commanded, and behind its seven 
gates, on the very pinnacle of the mountain, the Cloud 
Palace of the Bana was surdy far beyond tiie reach of 
any foe however strong ‘ "Where,’ she argued, ' could 
a safer refuge be found ^ ’ By direct attacdc perhaps 
it was impregnable, but to dow starvation it wnght 
succumb as many another strongbcM had done 
That was Durgadas’ constant reply Dnven out of 
Marwai, with the tmpenal armies approaching m ovet- 
whebning strength on all odes, the Bam had at last 
given m 

To Mount Abu then she had been escorted whilst the 
hills were still untrodden by the mvador’s foot There, 
with many misgivmgs, she had left her Apt m the care 
of a trusty nurse But she herself had utterly refused 
to stay behmd or to part with her beloved compamon 
the Princess Ambalika 


M 
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Oa their lotuni, \ntlun a dozen miles of their desb- 
nation, they found then toad blocked by the army of 
Sultan Akbat, vrhich was dowly pcnetiatmg through the 
foothilte To make a dash for it Burgadas considered 
tooiid^ He must wait tin Joi Singh’s forces letnmed 
The Thaknr of Ghanerao sent word from Eumbhalmer 
that his daughter Premabai was ready to show him a 
most secret hidmg-place in a hill temple cut high m the 
tocl^ fflde of a narrow ravme a few miles south of the 
Sadn Pass This refuge was approachable only by a 
steep wmdmg path and was u<^ hidden by shrubs ond 
trees A safer spot and a more conTonient one for a 
temporary refuge could not be found 
The Bani agreed Premabai accordingly led them to 
the spot. Every arrangement possible was made for the 
ladies’ comfort and a sm^ guard was posted near 
by It was undesirable to attraot undue attention 
The guard was jdaced there to prevent mischief from 
the wild mounfmeeis These monntam tnbes would 
plunder faend or foe ahke if they had a bhonce to do so 
Though they wen now dghting for the Bajputs, the 
latter, hnowmg their unscrupulous nature, never trusted 
them 

Meanwhile Duigadas and the other chieftains who had 
fonned the escort rode on to Kumbholmer News soon 
reached them that Jai Sm^ and his btoibor were re- 
turning on a route more to the north of the Muslims 
They were not to prevent Akbax's entry to the monntam 
pass but to allow him to get well in, and then theit com- 
bmed forces could capture him and his whole army 
Never for a moment was it thou^t possible that 
treachery would imperil the Bom But there was a 
traitor m their oamp Thakm Goculdas of Baoeia, a 
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Bahtor, allowed feelings of bounded vanify to overcome 
lus loyally A man of ovenveenmg sdf-conceit, ho had 
aspired to the hand of Princess Ambahka He and his 
contingent had, with the Sana’s consent, ndieved the 
Boo of Bedia and his men in the duty of forming part of 
the Bom’s body-guard From a distaneo he hod wor- 
shipped the fair Ambahka In time he had found op- 
portunities, in the performance of his duties, to f^eak 
to her Etiguette on the mandi throng the jungles and 
over the mountains had of necessity been relaiced Her 
shyness he mistook for sure signs of affection returned 
But Ambahka could not bear the sight of inm The 
Bam dishked him because of his addiction to (^lum, 
over-indulgonce m which had cmce caused an mcon- 
vement delay m their journey 

A few days ptovioualy he hod formally requested the 
Bam for the hand of her ward That astonished lady 
had given him a curt refusal The memoiy of her 
monner and her few scomful words stiU rankled Over- 
come by a sense of deep insult to his rank and hneage, 
ho nursed the bitter spirit of revenge In spite of the 
haughty queen he would still make Ambahka his bndc 
Hod she not shown unequivocal signs of affection 1 
She on her ndo would not resist capture 

Such wore his thoughts and such his fedmgs as he 
made his sohtary way towards Akbar’s approachmg 
army Ho fell m with the rear-guard Of this he was 
glad , had he met Akbar himself ho might have been 
tempted to betray the Bnjput designs His treacheiy 
Was not so black ns that IBs real dcare was to avenge 
himself upon the Bam alone The future could then 
take cans of itself 

Gociildas adTOUced boldly He did not wish to bo 
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taken as a spy. Bat tke sentries would not let him pass 
until he had thrown down his weapons Unarmed, he 
was escorted to tiie commander’s tent Tohawwar 
Shan was for some tune voiy doubtful of his good faith 
Not until he had taken the most solemn oath of ' The 
sin of the sack of Cbtor,' would the Mushm leader pay 
setious attention to what he was saying 

' Ehan Sahib, consider what you gam by so small an 
effort Three or four hundred men with a few small 
guns sudi os the swivel-pieccs yon cany on the camels 
could captuio the ladies mdnn a very short time This 
excursion to a spot not much more than haIf-a>dozen 
miles to the sonth of yonr mam route need not up‘>et 
your icar-guaid dispositions The possession of such 
important hostages ought prove imaluablo* 

‘ I wonder if I can get anything out of this fellow,’ 
reflected Tohawwar Khan ‘ Wll} docs ho dwell on the 
value of hostages ? ' Aloud he said, ' Hostages ^ What 
do wo want with hostages t Alamgir has matched into 
the valley of Udaipur and has lehcvcd us of the 
pleasant duty of gamsomng that lovely place. Trast 
an Emperor for havmg an easy tune of it 'Tis \ic 
poor soldicts tluit have to do all the U»hnu« marching 
and counter-mnrchmg Besides we do not make nar 
on women' 

With this land of bluff £d he try to dmu out the 
Thakut to give reasons why hostages mi»ht prove in- 
valuable. Bnt the Thakur, rcahrmc that he had gene 
too far, and not dr&irons of hctmjiag tiie nholc c»ii*e of 
his countrj', replied, * Wdi, Khan Sahib, }our Den« is 
more up to-date Remember I Iwt jwi torao from a 
distant post and know not rxactly how instl«ws stand. 
It was by the merest ebante I bgbtrd ui»oa llwir hiduu>' 
B»S 0 
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place I Itave como direct to seek jon But vnll not 
ike Emperor rejoice excecdingl7 to get Pnoco Ajit into 
kis goardiuiskip ? My fclloir-couiit^men are altogetkor 
too snspicioae ol Hu Majesty and only too ready to 
accuse him of all sorts of enmes, I should like to see 
the Fimce raued, ns hu father sms, to high honour and 
distmchon in the Emperor’s Court ’ 

Thus, m sjnte of hu oath, Thakur Goculdas added 
lying to treacheiy so great uns the passion urgmg hun 
on and so great the feat lest Tahawar Ehan should not, 
as he hod said, ‘ moke war upon nomcn ’ and so cheat 
him of hu hopes Unsuccessful trcachoij is a bitter 
piU to swallow Infatuated man I What would he do 
when Tahawwat Ehan discovered thnt. Ajit was not 
there * Could he convmce the Mnalim that ho had no 
reason to suppose that the infant Pnneo was not with 
hu mother ^ Could he expect the Bam not to denounce 
him as one of her escort to a distant hiding-place ? 
Where thu might be, she would, of course, utterly refuse 
to disclose Tet, her word or his, which would be be- 
heved ^ Bapidly he had decided m his nund that ho 
must take thu nsk 

Still Tahawwar Ehan was doubtful of him The 
reason the Thohnr had given semied lalher insufficient, 
for, after all, hu allegiance was not to Jodhpur but to 
Mewat He wondered what migjht be hu ulterior motive 
Kqued by cunosify and thinkmg that, if he humoured 
him, he might prevail upon the traitor unguardedly to 
loosen hu tongae and give out valuable infnrmRfinn^ he 
consented It would only be a few houri’ job No 

nrm m tqnng And if the Thakur was lesdmg 
^0 m ambush, woe betide him i Lutant death would 
hu portion Be would take ^eoul precautions 
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agaissb falling mto on ambusli He would send out his 
beat scouts on all sides 

Beileefing thus, he gave orders for four hundred men 
and four camels with swivel-guns to bo ready to move 
in half-an-houi's tune The scouts were sent out im- 
mediately m the direction mdicated by the Thakur, 

Still unarmed, Gocnldas led the httle force up hiU 
and down dale for seven miles m a south-westerly direc- 
tion The march was difficult, for he led them through 
the jungle as much as possible, not wishing to attract 
notice The men had often to dismount and walk their 
horses The camels granted disconsolately Sandy 
plains they understood, but where was the sense of 
trying to make them chmb him goats ^ More than once 
they lay down and refused to budge It was only the 
hghtmg of httle fires that brought them to their feet, 
with hair scorohed or tails smged 

All uncQUBOious of approaching danger, Fiemabai was 
wandering a mile or two from the ravme, m search of a 
oertiam wild flower that the Bom was so fond when 
two Bhil bowmen camo running up to tell her that a 
party of the enemy was working its way through the 
jun^ in their duection. 

Following the bowmen, Fromabai from a lofty rock 
at length eqned the Mnshma crossing an open gUda 
She saw their camels with the guns Altogether she 
reckoned then probable strength to be about five to siz 
hundred men 

Calbng on the Bhils to summon their fdlowa to them 
Bid and take post at the head of the lavme awaitmg the 
Bigniil to shoot, Fiemaboi dashed back to the rock-templo 
to give warning The small guard was assembled and, 
on heating the news, with the fumes of theu daily opium 
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Btill upon them, they M to embracing one another as men 
takmg a final farewell Tins, Frcniabni knen , was a good 
sign that they nonld fight to the death Not that she 
ever doubted it Still, she n os rejoiced to sec that they 
were sufficiently anake to the senoiisncss of tho situation 

With the Bom's consent, Ambalika proposed to send 
a silken bracelet to Pnnee Blum Singh, vhom they 
thought to bo somewhere m their neighbourhood by 
this tune IVhom could she send ? The family pnest, 
the usual messenger on such an errand, uould lose lus 
y>Bj No one had such knowledge of this mtneale part 
of the mountain as Ptcmabai Coyly and hesitatingly 
Ambalika asked her to go 

When Premabai understood what tho mission nos her 
feelings were at war 0 cruel fate ! That the mon she 
loved should receive such a mark of esteem from another I 
Why had she herself not thought of making Blum Singh 
her bracelet-brother, her champon * She supposed it 
was because she wos so occustomed to look after herself 
Thanks to an indulgent father she had lived a free and 
independent open-air hie, and had not been cooped up 
m a senona Ambohka, on tlie contrary, had had a 
sheltered existence She was a timid httio thing, too 
Was she altogether worthy of tho Pnneo * Premabai 
never realised that men so often fall in love with their 
opposites 

But when she remembered Pnnee’s open though 
unspoken love for tho fair girl, m her own great love for 
him, she pushed these ungenerous thou^ts aside and 
accepted the dangerone mission She hoped she might 
find him, but she was doubtful Hou'evor, she could at 
any rate brmg a rescue party from TTiimliTiiilTnHr How 
she trusted they would be in famB l 
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Away then she sped aronnd the head of the ravine 
vrheio the Bhils mre nixeady silen% gathering Foot- 
sore and bleeding from her inld soramhle through the 
jungle, after what seemed an eteimty of tune, she came, 
at last, nitlun right of 8adn Pass 
The Bajput clueftains ircre out on the lulls surveying 
the pass and arranging whore to place their contmgents 
to the best advantage to give Akbar the warmest recep- 
tion he had ever received from an enemy. Already the 
Sultan's advance-guard were fihng mto the pass Not 
a sound was made by those watchmg them from the 
heights, Soon they would hare the reward of patience 
By a lucl^ chance the weary Premabai came upon 
the leiy man she was sedang She told him of the 
Barn’s danger, and with on air of mdiffeience she was far 
from feeling gave him the bracelet from the PoncesB 
How his eyes lighted up when he saw it • Reverently 
he bound it round lus w nst with the little coloured tassels 
hangmg down Hastily he cvplamed to the cboftams 
near him what had happened, so that they might fill up 
the positions assigned to him With all the men he 
could muster on the spot, close upon three hundred, he 
hastened on foot with Premabai to the rescue Horses 
would impede them in this difficult cross-country race 
Well did he remember the rock-temple which he had 
come upon accidentally m his loammga over the bills 
How lucky for him that he bad used that tune to such 
advantage Bis knowled^ of short cuts was better even 
t JuLt. of Piemabai , the distance was thereby re- 
duced by nearly two miles This was a boon to the 
eidiaust^ gul by his side 

Durmg Ptemaboi’s absence the Bani and Ambnlika 
were in great danger Feezmg through the bushes they 
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watched the approach of the enemy, and diatmctly saw 
the Thakur of Banera pomtmg out to the Mnalim leader 
tile exact position of their retreat The Bhils did their 
heat to prevent the Miishma brmging their littie brass 
gosB mto action, but, in spite of some casualties, the 
Muslim soldiers foimmg the escort to the guns succeeded 
m driTing the bowmen away and m holding them off at 
a safe distance The four small guns were dragged up 
tile rocky ledges of the face of the ravme directiy i^o- 
site the cave-temple and opened a temfymg fire The 
ladies retreated to the mtenor of the cave to avoid the 
splmtcra of rock that were now flying about at its en- 
trance and even occasionally finding their way inside 
The few Rajput defenders were vahantly holdmg the 
rugged path to the cave itself and repulsing the desperate 
attempts of the Muslims to sweep them aside 
The Ram was kept fully informed of the progress of 
the fight by her faithful servants She leahsed that 
her escort could not hold out much longer agouist the 
determined attacks of the enemy on her side of the 
nmne, whilst they were also losmg men from the guns 
that had begun to enfilade them from the other side 
She vas, honever, detenmned that her bdoved ward 
should not fMl mto Mushm hands Accordingly, sum- 
momng the Captain of the escort, she told him of a ruse 
that she had thought of ns a last desperate measure of 
gmiung time Ho was to take a me<«ago to the Musbm 
commander saying that she would come down to him if 
he ceased fire and alloncd her to get her poUa-bearers 
togctlier She would trust to his word ^at nothing 
but honourable treatment sliould be shown to her, the 
widow of a famous soldier, if she came down from her 
retreat 
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Tabftwwftt Kban, not nobomg the otni«sion of nn; 
reference to the Rani’s vomcn nor the ambiguous v,By 
in ivbich the Rani’s promise tms worded, but only too 
glad to meet intli such apparently cn^* snccess m hi« 
litde cxcutaon, Tcadily gave the required pledge, and at 
the same bmo requested tbo Ram’s cnioy not to allow 
too mneb delay 

On tbo return of her me^ngi'r the Ram ordered the 
men of her escort to fetch bet five p<ilkis from th«‘tr 
Idding-plaecs. Fee instructions were that an «>\tra 
number of bearers should be dotafled to each pallu , the 
enemy, slic declared, would mispeet nothme from the 
unusual number because of the sfcepna«B of the path 
and the ronsequent difficulty m convc)ing paikia s iMy 
down it Three amed men were to tqneew into laeti 
pelJo o^copt the Ins^ ttberem hho herself wooM sit loth 
two men , Uic weapons of the lieiter? shoiiid alco b" 
pnehed away out of sight in oat h palhi Mcanvt htlc the 
Captain of Uic ewort "hould hold him'’clf retpomiWe for 
talking Ambobka and her ntfendants unolvmctl oat of 
the eavc-lcinplo and guiding them t" «affty 

The Ram's ortlert wore being dulj camctl out wb«‘n 
th«* Piiuce and Prtmalwi rewh^d Ui<’ end of tlie mviue 
Rot a Bhil was to be wen On the tif th*' niMBe 
opjiorite the eave the hri.«a guns ttc*** tal.cn down 
to the botlouii the pnners and ciianl'^ jerripini. ct.p' 
lessly down the ateep tmete' as if ell wai oxcr niitm 
SingVfi heart Kinkwijlim him Ind then to theJrheaff 
the Ki>cHeri saw five inlU'- i' ue fnna th' fa\*’ at d lv>,na 
their diffieult ile*eeBt donn tic nvtniw umdsn.; 
thmugli the huvhes 

Bhiii) Slncu va' for dc*!*! iq«’n fie 

fortlmfh, hut Pr«*n*w’s rhi.fp ty- UJ cajilt tl*' 
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glint of vliat looked like a sbield or a epeat point in the 
last of the palkis Eagerly she pointed it out to the 
Fnnce In a little whde he saw it too, and then he 
noticed that there seemed to be more bearers than usual 
to each paUa It was dearly a ruse Liside the palkis 
were armed men, and no doubt spare arms for the bearers 
also He decided to allow them to get right mto the 
middle of the Muslims at the month of the ravme before 
hurling his men to the attack from the lower end of the 
hill where he stood There it was much less precapitouB 
and easier for a sudden swift onset 
He told his men what he proposed to do They worked 
their way most cautiously under cover to the lower end 
of their hill and waited bmathleady to see the rude sur- 
pnse that was about to be sprung upon the enemy from 
the palkis, now almost at the bottom 

They saw the commander step forward most pohtely, 
doubtless with words of courteous excuse upon his lips 
And then they sow him spnng back, diaw his sword and 
engage furiously with the aimed wamors who had leaped 
out of the palkis 

Men wore falling right and left Shouts and curses 
broke the stillness The few Bajputs were being suT” 
rounded Not a man would have survived had not 
Blum Smgh and his men burst upon their antagonists 
With the i^dest of uai-whoops 

The struggle u as short but mtenso It was only ended 
uhen Tahauviar E[han and a seore of others, niniung 
tack and mounting their horses, repeatedly charged the 
Bajputs Tliey veto now at a disadvantage Bhim 
Singh fell wounded by a sword-cut m his left thigh His 
men puked him up and retreated slowly, fiercely fight- 
mgi to the scrub jungle on tbo side of the ravmo 
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TaliaTnrar Khan had had enoti^ He had not bat- 
gained for a pitched batlUe Dtagging oS the unlucky 
Gocddas, who was to expoiience great difficulty m 
convincing him that it was no preconcerted ambush, 
he retired Hia retreat was unmolested after a mile 
or two 

When the enemy had gone out of si^^t, the mtrqnd 
Bam stepped out of her palki and moved qmcMy after 
Bhim Su^ Having seen bun fall and bleed profusely 
she was now estremely anmons about him To her great 
zdief she found him sitting propped np against a rook 
lendmg a helping hand to a soldier who was slalfnlly 
bondagmg hia thigh for him His surprise at seeing the 
Bam was great mdecd, but not gieater than his gratitude 
for her heartfelt thanks and her tender sohcitude When 
he learnt that she had been all this while ensconced m 
the last of the poUas he was astomshed and angry at 
her men for leaving her alone and not staying beside 
her till death She told him, however, that like good 
soldiers they had but obeyed her orders, because, hBvmg 
seen that the Mushme had Imd enough of it and were 
hkely to beat a retreat, she knew that the danger was 
over, for they would never dream of her aotool presence 
if all the palkis were abandoned where they had been 
pTnnp.ll Hot one would guess that she was absolutely 
fnlfilliTig her ptomise to come down Certainly, she ad- 
mitted, it had been touch and go, but, at all events, her 
bdbved Amhnlikn, would now have reached safely On 
Wrmg these words the Prmce thought within himself 
that nowhere m the world was there Iikdy to be shown 
such courage, uuselGshnese and devotion as had been 
diqilayed by the gallant lady before him After the 
plan liad xetumed from molretmg Tahawwat Khan's 
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’Xm RANA’S STAR IN TEE ASCENDANT 
(1) Mountain Warfare 

In one oi lihe tock-ont ceOa formetly tke tibode of Jean 
monks by the side of libeir templ^ Blam Smg^ bad tested 
bis wounded bmb for foux dap He was of tou^ fibre 
and m esceUent health , his wound was heahng tapdly 
under the tender care of the royal ladies He loved 
bemg near his Princess, but his fightmg spint made him 
fret exceedingly at hia enforced absence from the scene 
of action BIX short miles away 
Sultan Muhammad Akbar was m sore straits He 
had been allowed to penetrate unmolested mto the heart 
of the paaa only to find himself completely hemmed m 
At the iurtheit end of this long ^al, '^e natural rampart 
of a rooky ndge had been bamcaded 1^^ a stockade of 
felled fimbet Jai Smgh was blookmg up the entrance 
All Tahawwar Khan’s strenuous efiorts to out his way 
out had been foiled by the Prmce. Each time the m- 
trcpiid Muslim commandei had been dnven to oom- 

plete the confusion and distress within Prom the crests 
on both sides the Eajputs wme hurlmg down death mid 
destaiction They were above the teach of gunfire 
^bat, indeed, Mter wastmg much amnmnita»vn liad 
ludden h» guns m the deserted Jam temples among the 
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accepted the stipulations contained thereon, and unmo- 
diatdy gave the necessary ordiers 
When the conditions had been fulfilled, Bhun Singh 
announced his intention of accompanying them on 
Akbar’s elephant as far as Hwana The Sultan de- 
dated himsdf overjoyed to have the pleasure of his 
company agam 

‘ Bnnce,’ he remarked, as they were leavmg the pass, 
‘ you played a pretty tnck upon us at Delhi , eveiyone, 
even my astute father, misread your cliftT a« tar ’ 

' Yon yourself did not, Sultan, of that I am sure 1 
thank jrou for your generosily m not betraying me 
How did your father take the news ^ ' 

*Ab he always does— without moving a or 
betraying the least emotioa unless to one or ttro of his 
very mtimate associates Even to them he is most often 
anunsolvablenddle But to me he said matter, we 

shall soon catch him again ” Nevertheless, I know he 
was annoyed at his astuteness, that tiunka of eveiythm^ 
having overlooked that way of escape But mnw 
tell me, was It not you that so daimgjy snatched KrisTiTif 
out of my dutches that night ? ’ 

' Int us rather put it the other way ahout>-Krisha8 
auatched me out of your dutches ’ 

‘Venlyaudsohedid. You were wiiMn an ace of 

0^ captured by the flank attack I sent a gaingt joa 
We had no ijsa of being outflanked onrsdves; no 

hS?“ ^ the nearer 

*'Wdl, neither did I, 
the work of a devotee, 
of Ghanerao * 

Was that leahy sot How then caongr fether ever 


totdlycfttthettatL That^ 
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least exploit to the shea After Z hod slain my first 
linld hoar, you would have unagiued, as you listened to 
them, that no boars had ever been hlled before ’ 

Thus they beguiled the way with friendly conversatiQn 
until Jilwaira was reached and the Pnnce took his leave. 

He had not proceeded far on his letum journey when 
he heard a familiar vmoe hailing him 
‘ Prince, if you wish to see how my father manages a 
fight, coma quickly up this way * 

The Pnnce turned fais horse and, going as qmckly as 
his wound allowed him, jomed Ptemabai, who gmded 
him to the crest of the hdl that formed one side of the 
veiy long and narrow Daisun Pass 
Together they watidied the pitiless annihilation of 
Hihc Ehon and hia troops who were hastening from 
Marwar to the lehef of Sultan Akbai Bikram Solanki 
Bao, of Bupnagar, and Gopmath Bshtor, Thakni of 
Ghanerao, had moved to meet him and had inveigled 
him into this dangerous pass 
' Here u a case,’ thon^t Bhim ^ngh, * of " a recall of 
the troops from that region ” It is os well Alamgir has 
forbidden the wnting of history ! ’ 


(2) The Bottle of the Beraeh 

Nor was this the lost disaster that befell Alsm^ in 
the eather months of the year 1690 before the xoms 
broke and suspended operations for a while The Bane 
had been watching the Emperor and his son Saltan 
Azam, whoso armies occupied the space betwoea the 
Oebari Pass and Chitor Aomngzeb should have sent 
Azam to attach the Bana, and risked another battle 
m the valley whilst Hu Singh’s forces were in the 
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monntams pursuing Akbnr liis oun nnny nos strong 
enougli to ensure tbo safety of his communications with 
his base at Ajmer For some reason or other he chose 
to leave the Xtana unmolested until it nas too late 
The Buna decided to take the initiative He uaitcd 
a sufficient time to allou the \ictorious iTni Singh, 
Burgadas and the other clucftams on the Araimlhs to 
come doim and join Inm in the Udaipur valley Ho 
rejoiced to sec the captured guns nnd gunners, who 
nillingly enough transferred their scmccs to him In a 
pitdied battle their aid uould be invaluable 
lie had determmed to giv*e battle and contmiie tho 
tale of Menar's successes ‘Killing tho tlurd boar’ is 
how he expressed it He reminded his chiefs of the good 
omens of their Ahairca festival in the previous jeat 
Brotyonc was confident of further success 
Aurangzeb’s position vras veiy strong It stretched 
from the Udaisi^r, the lake that Bana Udai Singh, tho 
founder of Udaipur, had formed by throwing a dam 
across a httle stream m a gorge two miles south of tho 
Deban Pass, for some miles along the noitbom bank of 
the nver Bench that hos its source in this lake In the 
diy season the Bench nas a very mtermittent stream 
Heverthdess, its bed of heavy sand was an obstacle To 
tho north of the nver the country uos fairly open and 
undulating, but it was covered with low scrub, mter- 
sected by numerous nullahs and dotted about with out* 
crops of broken rock The many mud*walled milages 
could be made fonmdable httle forts 
When Auiangzeh learnt that the Bona was gathering 
™ clans to attack him, he took all due precautions 
To the rear of his right flank he posted a etrong force to 
block the oat from Behan Tho hills and the lake 
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i^ould pnveot any fonnidablo movement of cnomy 
troops oa the \rest On his left flank ho hod Aasm’a 
army mth scattered dotachmcnts keeping open the line 
to C^tor Ho moved out of camp and drew up his line 
of battle on the loir ridges behmd the httle nver Oat- 
flonkmg tactics on the enemy’s part he judged to be 
impracticable Oonvmced that the only atteric possible 
was a frontal one, he uaited for several days m expec- 
tation of It 

The Rana carefully leconnmtrod his enemy’s position 
Prom a coign of vantage m the bills suiroun^ng the lake 
hiB scouts could gam a fmt idea of Alarngit’s dispositiona 

On the low ndge commondmg the nver bed, aud the 
only practicable crossing thereabouts for large bodies of 
men, they saw his line of artilleiy m position As far as 
they coidd judge there were some forty guns of the 
heavy ordnance that was drawn by bullock teams or 
elopbants and about thirty hgliter pieces of hoiso-artilloity. 
What they did not see was that all these pieces were 
hnked together by bhoins of iron to bar the entrance of 

this formidable Imo they noticed 
many camoU lymg down, and guessed that riiey were 
part of the dromedary corps mountmg the ‘ httle wasps ’ 
or swivel-gons, some dozens of which Jm Smgh had 
recently captured On the irregular rising ground be- 
hind t h<"»» camels they caught si^ of what looked him 
red bamboo staves Bhim Sm^ was able to tell his 
f ftliftr that he recollected havmg seen at Delhi ihe 
muskets Bomotunes covered with red doth to protect 
t jitun fi- om gnt when not m use Evidently then the 
body of musketeers was posted here Bodies of 
bnTBfl were seen movmg hith«r and thither and some 
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depbaats also The oavaliy, however, were obvioudj 
mostly on the flanhs or f ormmg part of the reserves witli 
the l^peioi’s body-guard It was consideied hi^y 
probable that Alomgir had put all his available artiUeiy 
m the front Ime 

Sudi were the fomudable dispositions of the Mughal 
army that lay before him, as &r as the Bana could learn 
It was a mighty host not far short of a hundred thousand 
men, and he proposed to attach it frontally with a force 
mfenor by many thousands I But success m Onentol 
warfare, as history shows, did not by any means always 
he with the big battabons The Bajputs were fi^tmg 
for hearth and home their whole hearts were m the 
struggle Their courage and dan, stunulated by recent 
successes, were destmed to cony them through They 
did not know, on that memorable day, when they were 
beaten 

It proved a most desperate battle Bortune swayed 
this way and that throughout the bvdong burning day 
'When oil seemed over and the Bajputs were being driven 
back, apparently for the last time, with all their hopes 
of victory shattered beyond repair, the tide turned with 
dramatic suddenness 

At oarbest dawn, hopmg to catidi the enemy asleep, 
the Bana opened the battle Dunng the hours of dark- 
ness ho had bron^t up most of bis guns, fifteen pieces 
of heavy ordnance and fifteen horse-guns, to his side of 
the river His horsemen were massed behmd them out 
of effective range Between them and the guns m a 
depression of the ground he had posted strong contm- 
gents of Bhil and Mora bowmen, to support the gunners 
lest by any nnhkely chance the enemy should take the 
offensne 
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Ab fliiTilnng gnaida to ks few precious guns, ho had 
placed several hundreds of the NanpAom Jqjrt, thenuh* 
tant Gosains with thoir matchlocks, m nuUahs and behind 
rooks His guns barked a ^setmg across the nvor 
Soon oame the reply Ckionon balls Roughed the sand 
The enemy shootmg was distmctly bad , that of the 
Hana’s gunners was not much better The fact was that 
these mercenary foreigners were oltogother too tender of 
their late boon compomons It was customaty to open 
a battle with a cannonade if one had any guns to speak 
of , the noise was supposed to be terrifying and to justify 
the waste of good ammumiaon 

So, until they saw another target, they aimed badly 
It was only by accident that one or two guns on either 
side were put out of action The Rann, not realising the 
cause of this bod shootmg, moved his cavoliy forward 
towards the nver bed But the gunners’ aim now be- 
came too deadly, and they had to retieat agamto a safe 
distance with very considerable losses 

It was dear that at any moment the supenoi gunfire 
of his enemy could silence most of the Bana’s guns, were 
the fopwAT obhged to fight m greater earnest to escape 
d ifliffp. ptmishment from their master the Emperor At 
present Alnmgir was too farm the rear to notice much 
The reahsed that, until the enemy guns were dis- 
turbed from an unexpected quarter, he could never take 
his TUA" across m the face of thorn without unnecessarily 
hi^ loss 

Accordingly he instructed Uolrham Saktawat, Subbul 
pingTi Chauhan, Bao of Badla, and Bern Sal Puar .of 
BqoDi, three of the leading nobles of Mewar, to take a 
force of thirty thousand men, a dozen camel-guns and 
the remammg five of the captured horse-guns, now being 
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Md m leaorve, iivo nules to tho cost Thore they vote 
to 0E088 tho nvoi at all costs and nde m upon tho enemy’s 
left flonk They wen not to use tho guns to effect a 
crossing unless absolutely obhgcd Tho opposition was 
not likely to be Tciy strong so far out on tho flank 
When their diversioa began to take effect he would 
bnng over his mam forces 

This movement was not detected It was skilfully 
earned out, httle bodies of horso movmg off at mtorvab 
and taking tdl the cover afforded by ines and nullahs 
that they could find Tho kettle-drums with them were 
silent, but on the other flank of tho Bana’s force they 
were bemg vigorously beaten as large groups were seen 
to bo moving westwoids to the lake 

This movement Alamgir from his elephant noticed, os 
he Was mtended to do Accotdm^y he moved his 
cavalry to his nght flank as if to meet them Tho Rnna 
himself then made a fomt attack, apparently mtendmg 
to try a second chance of orossmg m front of tho guns 

■And so the moriung wore on, with botmlcss monoeuvres 
of this nature Alamgir felt seonro enou^ Sven the 
rash and impetuous Bajpuin, thought he, wore daunted 


flank On that side, at aU events, they were not likely 
to do him mneh harm 

He did not know that Bhhn Smgh, at his own earnest 
entreaty, had been allowed to try a forlorn chance on 
that flank Thousands of mountaineers and eight hun- 
dred Oosains had been sent with him during the mgbt 
to the forest-dlad hills encuchng the lake His plon was 
to ^ve seoretly round on the farther side of those hilla 


fell npon tho enemy’s nght flank His father hod told 
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]iim of Iiis plan, to bo pnt into oporatum if neoessaix, to 
hoodvnnk tbe Emperor by ostcatationsly movmg bis 
cavalry towards tbe lake as if to attempt on attack on 
tbat side and then, apparently thinkmg better of it^ as 
ostentatiously witiidmwmg them lleieby Alamgir 
would be lulled mto a false security BhunSmgh guessed 
that a strong force would be watching the Deban Pass 
He must, therefore, strike m between them and the lake 
and hope not to be detected too soon He must wait 
until the Emperor’s strong reserves were bemg brought 
mto action elsou’here on the field Posted on a tree-top 
for honrs he watched the battle, restrammg his natural 
impetuosity with great difficulty It was not until the 
late afternoon that his chance came 

Some hours after midday the three Bajput chieftains 
were desoned by the enemy goUopmg down npon them 
on the left flank Punous were the charges and counter- 
charges The swivel-guns on the camels were brought 
mto play, the iiders discluugmg and reloading the ' bttle 
wasps ' without dismounting They succeeded m their 
ob]^ of distractu^ the gunners of the artiUeiy m posi> 
tion on the ndge The Bona seued the oppoitumty 
* and eSeoted a crossing, though not without considetable 
loss Meanwhile Aunmgzeb’s cornel corps had dnven 
ofi the Bana’s camoils 

The Bana’s charge up to the guns was repelled, though 
Durgadas and Ins Eahtors fought very fiercely The 
{mn nitaroe weio OH uufoiesecn obstaide His men were 
driven back to the bed of the nvet Fortunately his 
gunners m the excitement of the battle forgot their 
iw»ilni»!8i to iheir fellow-merccnanes on &e oppo- 
nte dde of the nver Perhaps, too, they feared the 
Tungeanco of Auiangzeb should they M mto his hands 
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ahve They began to ehoot \n1ih accuiacy over the 
heads oE the Bajputs in the nver bed and on the lower 
part of the slope in front of them They did much 
damage to the enemy guns and afforded a breathing 
q)ace to then horsemen 

The thiee Bajput cbeb were hotly engaged They 
had overrun some of the gun teams on the flank Li 
the tbek of the fight some of their men had dismounted 
and saenficed their hves m unloosing the iron bhoms 
between the guns, so openmg a number of gaps for then 
cavalry The musketeers had advanced to the support 
of the guns Though they could fire but once to every 
five discharges of arrows &om the Bajput horse, they 
proved too numerous and had a better supply of ammum- 
laon The Bajputs were driven back towo^s the flank 
Many of their horses were now nderless The enemy 
cavalry on the left wmg repeatedly cbaiged It seemed 
as though the donsmen must be driven mto the nver 

But the Bona and Durgadas came to tiieir rescue by 
frequent charges cn then side They \iere beginning to 
make headway, though losing heavily from some of the 
guns that found a clear field of fire Bcbef from this 
came only when tlie Muslim cavalry from the nght fionk 
fell upon them When fnond and foe were thus incx- 
tncably mixed the guns perforce wore obliged to cease 
fire 

Theday was going very badly for the Bona Alomgn 
had brought up his reserves and was about to dehver the 
final blow uhen volleys of vselbaimed arrows scattered 
his cavalry on the nght flank Bhim Singh on foot was 
leodmg his hordes of bowmen most vahantiy Their 
shootmg uhilst it lasted was deadly But they in tlieir 
turn acre dn\cn back by a charge of cavalry from the 
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teserves Blum Smgh liad catefnllj planned his tactics 
He liad so posted the matchlock men and the aichers 
that when the advance party were dnven ol^ they could 
not he driven far Enemy cavalry wore constantly re- 
ceiving volleys from htde-m^ected quarters Though 
the Prince could not stnko any decided blow to ensure 
victory, yet he brought rehef and compiled the enemy 
to detach a large body to hold him off at a safe distance 

The Bana and his brave chieftains were thus enabled 
to rally to the attack agam Alamgir now threw himself 
and the tlio nanads of unweaned horsemen hitherto held 
m reserve mto the heart of the battle They could hear 
his voice iir g m g on his men Constantly he was shouting 
' Tim ’ He was m his element Not for the first 
time m hiB life had he sat on the elephant pad unpeD- 
turbed though it was studded so thick with arrows that 
it looked like a porcupme with hnstlmg quills Slowly 
the Bajputs were driven bade and back They had shot 
off «dl their arrows and were contestmg every mch with 
sabre and lance It was marvdlous how they still held 
together m compact masses Hod they been less des- 
perate they would have been completely routed ere now. 

The Emperor was elated Victory was m his grasp 
TTib dephont wae just then pushmg its way through some 
aorob; a small nullah hatr^ its path It was necessary 
to a shght ddtour Suddenly, mexpbcably, it 
lifted its trunk and trumpeted mafiy with pam and 
tenor. It turned, with blood gushmg from its two fore- 
legs The mdiout savagely dug bs iron prong mto its 
head agam and agam. The body-guard drove at it with 
tiieir and were dadied aside like waves before the 
prow of a sbp The elephant would not be turned to 
face the enemy that ho dreaded mow than all else 
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in the \Forld— a \nld boar and its tnahes Out of that 
small nullah a boar had dashed. The world above him 
seemed to base gone topsv<tuny He had lam there 
oil day but lus patience was exhausted Ho was scry 
ang^ and determined at lost to make some one rue the 
disturbing of his peace 

The cavalry on the extreme flanks gaxo way first 
They had not seen exactly what happened They im- 
agmed that the Emperor was in flighti or sorely wounded 
and being earned to the rear The musketeers deemed 
it prudent to get a good start from pursuing Hajputs 
They threw dowm their cumbrous weapons and fled 
The body-guard held together, and their bashis and 
mansabdars, doshmg hither end thither, did their best 
to prevent the pamc Tlieir oilorta were in sum In 
fifteen mmutes the compact and conquenng army 
became a howlmg mob, a disorganized horde falling 
over one another m their headlong rout 

Of a venty the stars m tbcir courses had fought for 
Mowarl 
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The amazement of tlie Bans, and of all those of his 
valiant feodatones and aOies who had thus &r escaped 
death, at this imespected tnm of events was bejond 
behef Thqr haidly dated trust tiieir oim ^s Their 
stupefaction, however, did not endnre many mmntes 
Shouting the different war-crics of theur dans, they 
spurted their jaded steeds to the puismt Foremost 
among them was Mohham and his Saktawata Into the 
still oompaot body-guard and reserves they dashed 
with such inesisti^ vigour that Ihi^ cut their way 
thiou^ to the impenal standards and captured them 
Bo prouder trophies could hang on any castle wall or 
be displayed m any ruler’s armoury 
The Bana, sorely wounded had retued from the 
struggle now that victory was theirs But Dnrgadas, 
by some miracle still unscathed, led bis Bahtor clansmen 
with incredible qnnt after the fleemg Mugbals and, sur- 
toundmg Alarngit’s reserve of elephants, turned them 
and brought tiiem badk in tnumph ilamgur had man- 
aged to save most of his horse-artiUei}' dunng tiie action 
and had sent them to the rear, but he lost fais heavy 
ordnance The captured elephants dia^d twenty un- 
damaged pieces in triumph to Udaipur 
Fortunate it was for Alamgir that fatigue of horse and 
isi 
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man forludo a long pureuit Tbo cions were obliged to 
desist and to content themselves njth becoming masters 
of bis standing camp, from scinch bu> Queen had been 
extricated only just in time to escape cnptnic His 
losses that day in men and in equipment ncre 
immense 

The broken armies fled eastwards to the shelter of 
Chitor, and on their nay acre jomed by the astonished 
Akbar One comfort that unfortunate Pnnee nonr had , 
his father could Iinrdly blame him for his rciorses in tho 
valley and at the Sadn Pass Of the Emperor himself 
history nrould record that he had ' recalled himself from 
that region * or had * beaten a amlegic retreat, tho bettor 
to spring upon an ovcr*confidont foo ’ 

Many mdons mounted the funeral pyre Eager to 
jom their husbands in * the mansions of tho sun,’ they 
proudly laid themselves down on tho bed of death by 
the Bide of their vahant lords who hod so gollantly reaped 
tho harvest of battle and on the field of honour had 
spread a carpet of tho slam 

When all tho necessary ntes had been attended to 
and the wounded had boon corned back to Udoipur, tho 
Bona proclaimed that as soon as bis own wounds per- 
rmtted ho would once more go m solemn state and pro- 
cession to render thanks to Ekhnga Tho captured guns 
would add greater lustre to this thonksgivuig by booming 
out salutes from the palace ndge 

In qnte of this great victory, their position was not yet 
satisfactoiy They were short of supphes He land 
had been laid waste What they could not cany to the 
hills had been destroyed H the Emperor could be 
driven from Chitor, the Bona could detach strong flying 
colu mns to swoop down upon tho enemy’s nch provinces 
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of Gttjaxat and Malwa and thereby te'jyroTisicai bis ovm 
anmea m the field 

The Emperor was poiaevormg and tenacious of pur- 
pose. Ho would naturally bo anxious to retrieve bis 
occidental defeat To move him from bis present strong 
positions It was necessary, according to the wise counsel 
of Button Singh, Bawat of Salumbar, to threaten his 
eommiuucations with his base at Ajmer He must bo 
hmdered of oil reinforcements from that direction at 
leost Accordingly it was decided to despatch the gal- 
lant Sawaldas, the descendant of the illustnous Jaimal, 
to the TiAr tbam part of the state to threaten the Em- 
peror’s lines of communication, whilst Bhim Sm^ m 
command of n strong reconnoitnng force harassed his 
foragmg parbos at dutoi and kept him perpetually on 
the ^ort 

Their pl"n« succeeded beyond expectabon The 
Emperor became alarmed for his personal safe^ He 
would not await the omval of his son Saltan Mnamm, 
whom he had summoned from the Deccan to help him 
retnevo his prestige m the north Leaving Akbar and 
at Ohitor, with instructions how to act until re- 
inforced, ho loft tins penlouB warfare and at the head 
of his guards set out to Ajmer 

Jagat Sin^, the commander of the Banawat body- 
guard of TUnm Sm|^, who had been with the Prmce m 
Delhi, detected this movement when out on recon- 
naissance duty and immediately reported it to the 


young man 

For some time past Ambidika’s champion had been 
wondering how ho could avenge the insult shown to his 
beloved bv Tahawwar Ehan’a attempted capture of the 


royal ladies. H only he could pay back the Hu^ m 
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tl)o same coin, how splendid that w ould bo I He received 
tiio nows of the Emperor's depnrturc with joy, and told 
his ambition to his companion-ia-anaB 
'Lot 118 follow them up When they thmk them* 
solves out of danger, they will get careless, and perhaps 
wo shall find on opportiuuty of raiding their camp and 
carrying of! a useful hostage or two ' 

' I am with you, Fnneo, tiiough I thmic >ou overbold 
Still it will bo a glonous adventure We cannot take 
many men with us , wo must not forgot tho Nana's m- 
structions completely ' 

‘ Sixty darmg spirits should suffice, and a few spare 
horses We must also get hold of a couple of camel 
httcis for tho ladies if we capture them 'Ihs a big " if.” 
Yet ” tit for tat " is a good cure ’ 

‘ Leave that to mo, Fnnee Wo has o no camels with 
ns We mnst thoreforo depend on onr luck in the Em- 
peror’s comp If not, I am afraid there’s no help for 
it , the poor ladies will have a rough time of it unM wo 
ore beyond puismt Yot I disbke tho idea of draggmg 
these soft and delicate creatures along Whilst we are 
about it, Fnnee, why not tho Emperor himsdf ^ It will 
surdy be easior to ^ at him than to penetrate into his 
seragho’ 

‘ Well spoken, Jagat Sin^, you ate nght , why copy 
bad examples and moko war on women ^ ]^t us fly at 
the highest game and fimsh this war at a blow We 
were his prisoners once, lot ns repay tho compliment 
We shall be as pohto and considerato as ououmstonces 
penmt ’Twill be an undying theme for our bards ' 
Snrty daimg men were chosen Th^ were told what 
was afoot Thq^ were prepared for anything provided 
there was a spice of romance or of danger m it Many 
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of tliem Iiad boon i& Dclbi 'witb tbcn Prince and all of 
ibom 'vrere devoted to tbo manly youth 

Leaving Bjahan Smgh in charge of the troops that 
had been detained to vatch and notiy the WnghnU at 
Chitor, the Pnneo set out m prudent puismt of the 
Emperor’s camp His httlo band Treto neariy caught 
by tbo cavaliy sent out by Sultan A«tm to act as a 
screen ocioss the country to protect the rear of the de- 
parting Emperor That would have been a sad ending 
to what promised, successful or not, to be a daring 
enterpiiBO It was therefore necessary to travel by m^t 
and make the most of n waning moon until they ^d 
passed mto safer country and the cavalry had been 
recalled 

The imperial camp, guarded by five thousand piokod 
household troops, moved rapidly for the first half of 
their long journey of a hundred and ten miles Not 
nntil th^ had passed through the deserted village of 
Bhilwara on the Eotan nver did the Mughals proceed 
more leumely as m peace-time escnraions Advancing 
to meet them were five thousand men whom the com- 
mandant at Ajmor had sent forward to escort the Em- 
peror on the last stages of his journey 

Had It not been for this r^oicement the gallant 
Sowaldas, who was posted m the hills to the west not 
many miles away i^m Mandal, would have swooped 
dowm upon the Emperor and attempted to repeat the 
eiqploit of Mahabat Man. That general, the partisan 
of Shah Jahan, had once seized the Emperor Jahangir 
as he lay m camp beside a nver on bs way to Mbul 
and was separated from the mam body of his escort, 
who had crossed over m advance Mahabat Man wished 
to give him a lesson nob to allow Nui Mahal to hove so 
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mnoli power Ifow AuiangzeVe route lay across several 
nveis, and sunilar opportmties might have ocouned 
Bduotantly had Sawddas relmqujshed the idea and con- 
tented himself with pillagmg some of the supply trains 
and captnxmg quite a number of the camp-followers 
who kqit np the camp bazaars 

The Emperor had Wo camps, one always gomg on a 
stage ahead, so that he might not have to wait for the 
ptchmg of his elaborate camp every evening, bat could 
walk straight mto his luxunons tent with his Queen and 
her women Half the camp-followers and the bazaar- 
men went ahead with the Paish-ldiana or advance camp^ 
which was protected by two thousand of the body-guard. 
The camping grounds urere always carefully select^ for 
efiective defence, for Sawoldas's activities had alarmed 
the Emperor He was nght glad to welcome the troops 
from Ajmer 

Night after night Bhim &ngh and his escort leader 
lay in some concealed post of observation »-in1 considered 
ways and means of entering the stron^y guarded en- 
campment They were begmnmg to tTiinlr that they 
were on a fool’s errand and had better give it up, when 
Jagat Sin^ thought of Sawaldas He suggested to the 
Prince that after all they might jom him, and together 
make a daring raid upon the camp Capturing the 
Emperor seemed a hopeless game, but a mj^t attack 
would frighten Alamgir if it accomplished nothmg dee, 
and they would have somethmg to show for their weary 
chase 

The Pnneo shit hankered after their onguml idea, but 
he was quite willing to wait still longer, and m the mean- 
while consult Sawaldas A messenger was sent across 
to the hills to find 
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The folloniag c^'e^iTlg found fho tioco men in closa 
conaoltfttion in a spot oTorloolong the ncct camping 
ground They hod watched the Grand Quartennnatcr 
matking out the spacious squate within which Uio royal 
tents were to be pitched after the ground had been cleared 
and leveled by the pioneers. Si en* ten paces in o poles 
had been fixed side by side . between these were puttlie 
lofty sereens, composed of strong rod cloth lined with 
punted caheo stretched on light wooden frames. In an 
incredibly short space of time the screens were made 
firm by wqies attached to pegs andtho whole square was 
enclosed The laden elephants and camels passed within 
to deposit their loads Withm and facing the entrance 
of this screened cnclosuro a lofty tent arosc^ upheld by 
two hngo poles and covered with red doth. These poles, 
were in three pieces and formed the load of one elephant, 
who had been tramed to lift them about in bis trunk os 
directed by tlie poneers This was the andienre tent 
Usually there was at least three audi tents, but the 
Emperor had lost the others after his recent defeat. 

^hmd tins big tent two smaller cndosiires with mote 
elaborate screens of flowered chintz or figured satin and 
decorated with silken fnngcs were made within the royal 
squaio Tbi one the private tenia of the moiuirdi were 

«!.a ^ 
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evpcnonced pioneers had them up m a short time 
withm them thick cotton mats, covered 
tW wift splendid carpels and square brocade cushions 

”■*“ "p™ ™ wt 
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mth their tiumpota and C3rmbats, and the Choukt Khana 
or guard iont 

To the nght and lc(t of this midmost square men were 
busy marking ont similar bat smaller enclosures for the 
amirs at stated intervals on either side of a broad track 
runmng across the open space in front of the square 
In between them the mnnsabdam and inferior atmra had 
their tents, leaving room, however, for a lino of special 
tents by the side of the royal enclosure for the Emperor’s 
horses, elephants and camels, and for the eunuchs and 
other ofHcors of the household The common troopers 
had their tents behmd the quarters of their respective 
oommandors, to bear the brunt of any attack upon the 
oamp 

Along the broad track running through the camp from 
side to side lofty bamboo poles were erected bearing red 
standards and white chonnes At intervals at nght 
angles across the central track ran smaller roads olso 
marked by lofty poles similarly decorated On cither 
side of these roads wore pitched the tents ond booths 
of tho comp purvoyois or bosaarmon 


watohors saw late m the evening tho royal procession 
advance The few horse-guns that had boon saved were 
already drawn up on both sides of tho royal gate ready 
to fire a salute os tho Emperor entered Preceded by a 
number of men on foot, armed with long bamboos to 
eleoi tho road of all mtrudors, came ten stately elephants 
m costly trappings, tho massive hells of silver upon them 
giving out a noh musioal sound as they moved in their 
solemn measured way On the back of the first dephant^ 
m a splendid gilded and pamtod meghdambhar, a sort of 
htllfl chamber latticed and covered with a silken net 
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\ritili boautifid tassolB and fnngoa, rode Udopetri, the 
favounte and (bucassum mfe of Anrangzeb, who had 
accompanied bim on this ardnons campaign. On both 
sides of her \rete her womon'servants ndmg handanmn 
padhoiBcs Her chief eonachs vrerc dose to them, 
splendidly mounted, each canyu^ his wand of office 
Behmd her came, m due c^er, with eqmpage and 
retmno pioportionafe to their rank, the ei^t pnnmpn l 
ladies of her court The last of these ladies was ndmg 
m a capacious Utter, covered with a canopy of soadet 
doth with curtams of ehmts beneath the silken net, 
suspended between two smaller dephants This was a 
more comfortable way of travdling, for the httei gently 
swung to and fro bke a hammock, whereas the megh- 
dafflhkars swayed from side to side with the oscillating 
movement of the beasts beneadi them They were f6l> 
lowed at a short mtorval by the Emperor himself seated 
m a tahht^-Tomn, a supeib htter with pamted pillars 
and glass wmdows borne by eight men, four m front and 
four behind The four poles of the htter were ooveied 
with brocade having deep frmgee of silk and gold 
' This monarch makes war m a cdmfortable manner,’ 
remarked BhimSin^ to hisoompamons. ‘I warrant the 
insides of his tents are nearly as gorgeous as the Diwan- 
i-Am at Delhi We must renund him that he is still at 
war Advise us, Sawaldas, have you thou^t of a plan ^ ’ 

' Wdl, Fnnce, it has ]ust occurred to me that if you 
wish to get mto that comp to execute youi hmtastic idea 
yon can only do so m disguise Now, I have oaptotod 
some of these bazaar purveyors, Punjabis, 1 think they 
ate Why not get m amongst the bazaar folk and open 
a shop youisdf at the next camp ^ Yon must then sot 
yonr wits to work and try your luck ’ 

BBS I 
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qnc'tiom) It villi c!i at to th* m. hofMC*, tint it mu** 
bo now or never ll«*> cooW not nfln**! to lAfrriiW 
It vffli ft dark mplif , Tlte ^ntteri d fc i uml« wbi< ^ 
moif of the tcnti hnd Iwen pUebrd apotlerl lli" u'twl 
ijinnictry of the e imp but mded ibi toTii|Htators Ov 
Inrgp bnnvaii tw fclivxl jmt oiitiide the r»}ftl encloautp, 
lift branrlin ovrrhan;;ing the »ptc<>rii llnd they hw' n 
nhnt am on foot the pioneers vioiild linve cut it (loan 
AH round the inn>]> the guard (irei were burning 
Bound cncli ainir'e qunrtcrt tfie watchmen were inlfing 
out ns they w ent, Uinimrdnr, ‘ hnv c n cure J ’ The hot w nl 
or prorost>mnisjiftI Imd aent his aoldicrs to pcroinbulate 
the baznnrs enung out khftbnrdnr, and over} little wlulo 
Wowing ft trumpet In spite of oil precautions robberies 
were frequent cnougli, nnd tberobbera when cauglitwero 
treated to icij' abort alinft It would never do to bo 
cau{^t wondonng aimlessly about 
Blum Smgb and bis three companions behind the 
Backs of gram nnd bundles of linj in tbeir booth bad 
held 0 long debate os to the best hour for Jus dniuig 
attempt to get into the Bmperor’s tent Obnously, it 
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must bo Bomo time after the amus bad letumed to tbeii 
lespeotive quattois from th^ euBtomory attendance at 
the tent of audience to malm their obeisances to the 
Emperor Yet when all bad more or less settled doim 
for the nighty the guards ironld be voiy suspmons of 
casual urandetcts. 

Accordmgly it uras decided that, urhilst the camp was 
still astir, the Ftmce should \ralk to the banyan tree 
'vnth a sa^ of provender on his back, as if he were gomg 
to dchvoi it to one of the royal grooms in the tents on 
that side of the enclosuie E possible, he could empfy 
the sack and use it to throw over the monarch aftn 
havmg gagged him from behmd with his turban and 
tied his feet together The Emperor was old and very 
shghb in build He would be no burden for the athletic 
Fmce 

When the torches that gmded the few amus to their 
tents had all been extmguished, a figure, bent beneath 
a heavy sack so that his face could not be seen, might 
have been observed slowly making his way down that 
dde of the nyal square where the banyan tree stood. 

It was a fine old tree, with its mam trunk surrounded 
by several smallei ones having convement hidmg ^ace 
between them It was no very difficult matter for Blum 
Ringti after passing one of the sentnes unchallenged to 
shp between these trunks m the dark 

futn space he emptied the bundles of hay from 
hiB saok^ sprang mto the branches and waited a wea^ 
hour before, as h^tly as a cat, he jumped down on the 
other Bide Be found himself just at the rear corner of 
the fiTgfc of the two inner cnolosuros as he could make 
out from the dark outlmes of the lofty audience tent 
against too sky. 
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In that space not a sonl was moving Some tents m 
both endosuies bad lamps still buimng He bad hoped 
all would be m daikncss Ciawbng rapidly tbtou^ the 
cloth of a screen which he had cut open with his hmfe, 
he contmued on hands and knees picking his way 
between some smallei tents towards the central one m 
the first endosure He had to be paibcidarly careful 
not to ]erk the tent ropes 

He lay still for a moment to take his bearings ^e 
dim outhne of the old tree was a sure mark The central 
tent was a fairly large two*polc double*fly tent with an 
outer passage runnmg all round it He lay and listened. 
In the passage ho could hear some one brcatbmg 
Cautiously he crawled all round three sides > he dared 
not go across the front for two men were on guard 
outside the entrance 

He decided to try his chance from the rear Loosenmg 
a cou]de of cords that hdd down the fly, he pushed his 
head and shoulders, with the sock across thrai, inside 
Fortunatdy it was one of the laigest sacks they could 
find Drow^ body-serronta were sittmg dosing m the 
passage the breathings he gathered that there 

were two of them at the comers He drew his legs 
inside and, stdl covered with the sack, pulled himself 
along till hiB head touched the mnnr yrall of the tent 
Cautiously, very cautiously, he cut a small peep-hole 
and looked withm 

There was his victim lying propped up on a gilt ooiudi 
reading a book, with lamps bummg on tnpod stands on 
either side of Ina head ‘ ’Tis hopeless,’ thou^t the 
Pimee, ‘ I shflll never be able to do it , who would have 
thought that the old man would be piously reading the 
Qur’an at this tune of mght * Had he been gmetly 
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Aslccp, I sliottld h&vA bad aa excellent chance But 
now, so near and yet so far* ’ 

The Emperor began rocifing the roisos m a low tone 
Tltc donng servants roused thomsclves One rose to bis 
feet and stretehed his arms with a suppressed yawn, and 
began carefully to gropo his way along to sit down by 
bis companion Blum Singh heard the movement and 
started to beat a retreat, cranbng backwards to the 
loosened fly of tlic tent. By some mischance his feet 
missed the place The man was almost upon him , he 
slewed his body round so as to ho parallel to the outer 
tent wall Ho was not quick enough The seek half 
slipped off lus sltouldeis and, as ill fate would have it, 
caught the walker's loot 

He stopped to pick it up, ouismg under his breath the 
untidy nap of hu compamon, ubo was alna}s leaving 
his dothes lymg about Bhim Singh had ]nst found the 
opening and was wnggiing through it when, nufortn- 
natdy, tho servant’s hand touched his foot Instantly 
ahre to danger, ho colled as loudly os bo dared to hu 
fellow the one word ' robbeis ’ The other man bolted 
round to the &ont and warned the two guards, who 
proceeded xapdly to tho rear, one on each side of the 
tent 

Meanwhile the servant whoso hand had touched Blum 
Sink’s foot dropped to lus knees and tned to wnggle 
bis way out m pnismt The Pnnoo, who had not re- 
buquished the sack, threw it over lus enemy’s head and 
jerked him over the ropes Ho then rose and stooping 
proceeded to inn along m diieotion of the tree He 
had not gone many paces before be bumped mto one of 
the guards with such violence that ho took the wmd out 
of him and doubled him up for a moment or two 
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It ms enou^ He leadied lus tree, swvmg up into 
the blanches again, hstened to discover if the coast ms 
dear, for he did not msh to drop on to the sentiT', heard 
him go by and stop to give heed to die commotion mthm 
the enclosure, where torches were bemg earned about by 
searchers for the bdd mtnider, dropped ever so lightly 
on to the ground and made his way, dodging along m the 
shadows, back to his three anmouscompamoDS Breath- 
lessly he told them it was no use 
camp early next mommg and return to Chitor. 
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SiiipriKO out of the Mughnl emnp o&rly next monung 
whilst all were bu&y prepanog for the day’s march, 
Bhim Smgh and his companions made their way baok to 
their camp near Cbitor They liad deter mined to say 
nothing about their adventures Shortly afterwards the 
Raua instructed the Thakur of Ohanerao to reinforce 
Sawoldns from the gamsons on the Aiavallis, m order 
that the gallant leader mi|^t mtercept supplies and 
rcinforcoments sent down from Ajmer The ramy 
season tvos about to begin, when all operations m tlie 
open field must perforce come to a stop The Bana’s 
foresight was justified Word reached him that Aur- 
ongreb was despatohmg twelve thousand men and ample 
supphcB to his sons Bhun Singh was warned to display 
unusual activity so as to prevent aqy northward move- 
ment by Akbar and Azam, who wore soon to be jomed 
by a new army under Sulton Muazzam from the Deccan 
These Pnnees were foohshly inaotive Peaong another 
pitched battle, they lost thereby all chance of being 
zeinforced, for Sawaldos now folt himself ready to 
abandon his guerrilla tactios and to give pitched battle 
to the foe. He met them m the open fidd at Pur 
Uaudal and defeated them with great loss, dnvmg 
them back to Ajmer. 
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The troops in the field were now recalled Fnnce 
Bhim Sin^ returned to TTdupui and found his father 
still sufEermg from his wounds, which had not healed so 
rapidly as it was hoped However, the Bana’s spmt 
was unbroken and his bram was as active as ever He 
was planiung raids upon the enemy provmces of Gujarat 
and Malwa As soon os the rams were over Prmce 
Bhim Singb was to load an eicpedition mto Gujarat, and 
the Civil Minister, Dayal Soh, a man of hi^ courage and 
activity, was to head another fiying column mto MeJwa 
Meanwhile Fimce Bhim had to possess his soul m 
patience He learnt that Bam Eorumdevi and his be- 
loved Ftmcess had returned to Jodhpur, which for the 
tune being was free from the mv^er’s unwelcome 
jnxBcnce He had no excuse, nor any occasion for a 
visit to them Even if, as was likely enough, the Bam 
decided after the rams to pay a fleeting visit to her 
infant son at Mount Abu, Prmce Bhim m command of 
a rapid raid upon Gujarat could hardly hope to have the 
good luck to come across them on their journey There 
would be no time for love-makmg and dallymg whilst 
the necessity of reprovisioDrog tiie Bane’s armies was 
so urgent 

However, he had the consolation of learning that 
dnimg his absence chasmg the Emperor, Sultan Akbor 
had kept his word and, under a flag of truce, had sent 
the traitor Goculdaa to the Bans Goculdas luid thrown 
himself on the Bana’s mracy and told him the exact 
truth, without any attempt to excuse or palliate his base 
conduct Tahawwar Ehan, who commanded the escort 
that had brou^t him m, had corroborated his state- 
ments and had shown how Goculdas had limited himself 
m ks treacherous designs, whereas a slight mdiscrotion 
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OB his part ought oanly have bctrojcd the Enjput pious 
and Imvo saved Akbat’s anny from being entrapped so 
completely as 0 iind been 

After duo consultation with hi"» clucftmns, the Bana 
bod decided on oullawT)* as a fitting punnhmeiit Ac- 
cordingly, on a set day, before the assembled dnrbnr in 
front of the polnrc, the ceremony of outlBvrry hod been 
gone througb. The cuipnt naa brought fomratd dressed 
entirely in blnck from turban to shoes Sentence was 
prunonneed A black shield and lance and a anord in 
a black renbbord nrorc handed to Inm , a coal-black 
bor«c nith black trappings was led foraatd, and he wos 
told to remove himself without delay from the sight of 
loyal men. Twenty-four hours* grace nas granted to 
Inm. After tins, if fotmd in Kajput territory, every 
man’s hand u’ould bo apuist hmi Salaammg the 
clement Bana and the assembled nobles, Goonldoa 
sprang upon the horse and was gone 

During the breaks in the rams, the Pnneo and his 
companions trained tluar heroes and practised them- 
selves lu nil kinds of martial exercises Ho taught his 
fnends bis skilful way of throwing the javebn He 
Icanit how to use a matchlock and was present at the 
artillery praoticcs cained out by the Frank gunners 
Floatsng targets fitted with sails were set adnft on the 
lake so tliat the gunneto had to adjust their pieces to 
the correct angles before thoir caimon balls could take 
effect All this Bhim Singh unobtrusively studied 
Great was Ins joy one day when, mvitcd to fay his skiH 
at laying a gun, bo aimed so correctly as to shatter the 
target And so the months passed. 

At last one bnght crisp motnmg in Pushyn five thou- 
sand men mustered on the * fidd of wot ' to be reviewed 
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by the Bjina before eef^ng forth across the hilly tracts 
to the south under their eager Fnneo They wore all 
veU mounted and m splendid condition for their trying 
campaign The Bans, as ho rode down the Imes, was 
well pleased with them, and wished them good fortune 
Their route lay across sixty miles of wild forest country 
sparsely inhabited by the savage Bhils and lawless 
tnbes of mixed descent The Bana had no jurisdiction 
here, and the tnbes hved by robbery and plunder or by 
the proceeds of rakwah or blackmail paid by the villages 
who desired to escape their lawless depredations But 
now ' the lords of Ihe passes * were m fnendly alliance 
With the Bona Still, it nos not safe travelling for small 
detached parties Stragglers were ruthlessly plundered 
Consequently Blum Sm^ kept his forces weU together 
Their numbers commanded respect Thus they made 


that flowed soathward mto the nvor Sabarmati 


They had passed through several Bhil p&ls or dan 
settlementB as they rode along the thickly wooded val- 
leys and over the lod^ Inlli^ Bach settlement covered 
a large area and woe divided mto hamlets, groups of 
huts bmlt of mterwoven bamboos or loose stones Each 


homestead, constructed on a small mound m the vallejn 
or on the slope of a hill, contamed also several huts for 


cattle and for gram, all witbm a smgle cndosuie Inters 
tnbal feuds and forays were frequent Consequently 
each family had to be well prepared to stand a siege 
Brom each settlement as ha passed thrungh it the 
Prince gathered contmgents of bowmen News of his 
m^edition had preceded him, and the wild mountameers 
who hved by robbery were easily attracted by the pros- 
pects of a goodly share m the ndh plunder But his 
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- progress rraa somBTrhat delayed by bis having to vnut 
until each co&tmgent of wamois had danced the ghama 
or cuatomaiy vraivdance before on eiqieditKm AVith 
the dnonmeiB in the centre the men revolved in a cucle 
around them mth sbcks in their hands. These stacks 
each man struck alternately against those in front and 
' those behmd, keeping tame the drum As the es- 
ottement grew the donceis leaped abont more wildly, 
and evei^ now and then one would leave his eompamons 
and dance by himaglf withm the cude, with his long 
black hair, usually plaited and fastened with a wooden 
comb, flowing out behind tim 
' In the last of the p&ls that they had passed throng 
before th<^ left the hiUy tracts the Bajpnts were de- 
layed for several days The headman who was to have 
led the contmgent (d this clan had met a vident death 
The Bhils woifld not set out before they had celebrated 
the funeral feast Now it so happened that the moimng 
of fihun Singh’s amval was the twelfth day after the 
headman bad met biB death All the dead man’s friends 
from for and near had assembled to do him honour 
That day was to be spent in perfonning the ceremony 
of the o/nd , on the next day the feast would be hdd 

The delay could not be helped, and the Prmoe and his 
men were obliged to wait They grouped thamselves on 
the bill slopes and watched with much mterest the ccte- 
momos of the arai that were conducted m the open 
glade beneath them 

On a wooden platfonn was seated the Bhopa or witoh- 
finder of the village. Near him was a big earthen pot 
with a brass dish over ite mouth The Bhil dmmineis 
were beating upon this dish, at the same time singing 
funeral dirges. The Bhopa was seen to be getting 
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Tie spirit of the dead man had entered into 
him He called for a bow and arrows, for the headman 
had been slam by an arrow diot by some unknown foe 
The witch'finder seized the bow and the qmvcr made of 
strong bamboo matting , he jumped about and shouted 
the warssry, and with each shout fired an arrow mto the 
air. The dwd man’s epint evidently wished to slay iis 
idayer After this, the spirits of the deceased’s ancestors 
were called up by the Shops, who, as each spirit entered 
into jiTn, wont through the same performance, varymg 
it only by calbng for sword or lance, if the particular 
Wn whose spuit was possessmg him had been killed by 
either of these weapons, or by demandmg milk, ghee and 
sugar if the man had happened to die a natural death 
These ceremomes lasted until late m the afternoon 
In the evemng the Bhil Jogi made his appearance on 
the scene He was provided with many seers of wheat 
and maize flour, which he deposited m front of the de- 
ceased’s bier On the of the floor ho put the brass 
image of a horse with a smoD hole m it mto which tiie 
spmt of the dead man was supposed to enter and travel 
up to paradise In front of the brazen horse he stuck 
on arrow and a small copper com Then before these 
he placed two empty jars, the mouths of which were 
covered by red doth and white respectively Tp>g ^ 
small piece of rope round the neck of the horse to pre- 
vent its sadden flight heavmiwBids, be roheamed the 
names of the deceased’s ancestors and colled npon the 
hew to give alms or rdigions grants m their memory 
The heir stepped forward and, presenting the Jogi 
with a fine mili^-cow, requested him to give food to the 
deceased The Jogi, pleased with the handsome gift, 
cooked some nee m milk and poured it mto a small hole 
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lie liad dug m fhe gtotmd A potfol of liquor followed 
it together with a small com. After this he filled up tiie 
hole again with earth More gifts were presented to 
lum by the heir, who in his turn also received many 
presents from family fnends 
The neict moimng, whilst l^e dead man’s relatives were 
feastmg the villagers, the Fnnce rode forward with some 
of the cbeftams to a commanding jieak to trace out 
their best route down the ghat tiirou^ the thick jungle 
that coveted the steep slopes Having chosen the moun* 
tarn stream that promised to be their surest gmde, they 
were retuxmng to their bivouac near the Bhil p41, where 
the feasting was now at its height and the cr^e hquor 
supplied by the heir was makmg the revdlers very drunk 
'Another delay/ gloomily reflected the Pnnce, as he 
heard the drunken songs m the distance, ' but I cannot 
wait overlong for these men to recover their wits ’ 

Even as these thoughts were passing through his mind 
his good horse Thunderbolt shied at a black object 
lying under a fig tree m an open dleaimg at the bottom 
of a ^en Fattmg Thunderbolt’s glossy nec^, Bhim 
Sm^ brought him towards the object and discovered 
it to be a man lying asleep full len^ upon the sward 
Li a moment he recognised from his black garments and 
weapons that this was none other than the outlaw 
Qocddas Hear by, xmdet a dump of trees on the hill 
dope, a hlnnlr hoTsc wsB qmetly cropping the grass 
Dismounting, the Frmce roughly diook the deeper, 
who shortly sat up, rubbmg his eyes 
‘What means this unmannedy disturbanoe * ’ he 
growled m a thick voice ' Canst not leave an unhappy 
wretch done ^ ’ 

'Bise, Goouldas, I, Bhim Singh, braodet-bound 
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biotiier to the Pniicess Ambolika, have a score to settle 
mth thee < ' 

At the sound of this voice Goculdas slowly rose to his 
feet and stood swaying unsteadily He tned to pull 
himself together and to realise who it was that was 
speaking to him 

‘ Bhim Singh, Bhim Ringh t What bnngs him to 
these wild parts ^ * he muttoed m drowsy bei^eiment 
‘ Can he, like me, be gomg to cast in his fortunes with 
the bold Mabratta ^ ’ 

And then a b^t dawned upon his opium-addled bram 
He answered slowly * Wdl, Fnnce Bhim, so you have 
tracked me down, though I know not how , but now of 
your courtesy leave me for two hours more to sleep off 
this opiate and then shall 1 be ready to settle the score 
Ferehonce 1 shall not find you so easy a prey as that 
thick-headed Bhil robber whom I shot some twelve days 
back, but I am not so m love with my hie that I shoidd 
hesitate to nsk it m a stem fight A duel to the death 
in true Bajput style is more to my taste than shootmg 
down sneslash hoise-thieves ' 

' So ’tis thou we must thank for yon funeral feast and 
the annoymg delay m our argent business,’ remarked 
thePnnce 'Well,wdll,sleep off the fumes of thy potion, 
miserable caitiff, and then be prepared to meet tihy 
doom’ 

‘Speak not too rashly, fair sir,’ rephed the other, 
whose senses were repdly awakenmg, ' you will find me 
a foizmdable adveisary A man may be an outlaw, but 
it follows not that he is a coward or a caitiff He gets 
plenty of practico m self-defence, I trow ’ 

When he had thus spoken, Goculdas hud himself down 
again to sleep, whilst the Pxmeo and his compamons 



THE OUTLAW 143 

dxe^r off to i^e lullsidc, dismounted and etietched tltem- 
selrcs upon tlie grass 

At the appomted tune Goculdes arose, shook himself, 
stretched ks arms and drew a few deep breaths He 
whistled to bs steed, who neighed m repl^ and came 
trotting to his mastoc to be saddled and bndled Then 
the outlaw with calm delibetateness buckled on his coat 
of mail and his sword With his hmee m his nght hand 
and his black shield upon his left arm ho sprang hghtly 
into the saddle and halloed across the glen to announce 
that he was ready 

In truth he was, as he had said, a formidable adrersacy 
Tall and powerfully built, he had a long reach with his 
musculai arm Cousidciably older than the Frmce, he 
had the advantage of expcncnce m many a hard-won 
fight None could be more at home m the saddle than 
he Between bun and the steed he loved mote tenderly 
than a wife there was a perfect imderstonding The fight 
was indeed to prove the sternest of all the fights m Bhim 
Singh’s adventurous career. 

The Pnneo cantered slowly up to him m order to settle 
the terms of the combat They agreed that it was to be 
a fight to the bitter end If a lance were broken, the 
lances of the Fnnce’e compomons were to be used If 
all the lauces were splintored without either bemg 
thrown, then they should both dismount and eontmue 
the fight on foot Agam, if either were dismounted by 
a lance-thrust or any mischance, the duel was to he 
fought out on foot with sword and dagger until one or 
other aTinnlil bo killed The idea of flight never occnxted 
to dther of them 

The ground was favourable for such a contest The 
l^en with its open grassy bottom gave them a run of 
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some eighty yards The only obstacle tv os the large 
^tree that stood rather near the fainvoy towards tlio 
centre However, the baughswere high enough to permit 
of a horseman passmg under them without impediment 
But they might obstruct the upuard swmg of a suord 
Therefore it was agreed that the sword should be used 
only on foot 

When these prolunmanes had been duly settled, eaeh 
rode to his end of the glen Turning tiioir horses, they 
galloped towards each other and met with a tremendous 
shock Each man’s lance was spbnteicd to pieces on 
the other’s shield New lances ivere procured and once 
more they ran at each other 

This time the Frmce had the worst of the encounter 
Gocnldas caught the Frmce’a lance-pomt sguare on his 
shield, which, though much dmted by the blow, held off 
the deadly steel head The Ponce had not brought up 
his shield m tune , Goouldos’ spear glanced off it ond 
tore on ugly gap m Bhim Singh’s coat of mail under his 
nght arm ^e blood began to flow The Ponce knew 
that he must end the fight soon or bis wound im^t prove 
hiB undoing 

Settmg bs jaw herd, he prepared for the tiurd career 
This tune he reached the tree a tnfle sooner than his 
adversary, but most unfortunately he took Thunder- 
bolt too near it Just os they were about to encounter. 
Thunderbolt stumbled against a projeoting root of 
the tree Bealising that his was lost, the Ptance 
drt^ed his lance, shpped his feet out of the stircups, 
pressed his Imees hard upon the upper aides of his saddle, 
and Bunultaneously reached up his left arm Grasping 
a bough with all his might, he swung clear of Thunder- 
bolt, who galloped on nderless 
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All tins liad beea done 'witK the speed of thought 
Goculdas thrust hard at the Fnnce, but this unusual 
manoeuvre on Bhim Singh’s part saved his hfe, for the 
outlaw’s spear passed hatm}essl7 between his legs as ho 
swung for a moment on the bouj^ 

Dioppmg to the ground, Bbm Bm^ drew his sword 
and turned to face his enemy, who, disdaming to play 
false, had jumped off his horse Drawmg his sword as 
he ran, he engaged the Pnnce m a f nnous onslaught It 
was all Bhim Smgh could do to parry his blows The 
wound m his side was sappmg his strength Back and 
back he leaped to escape the savage swinging sword of 
his adversary One mighty blow spht his shidd, idreody 
much damaged , his left arm felt the shaip cut of the 
deavmg sword Too shaken to use his sword, he sprang 
bade and, throwmg the now useleBS shield from him, 
with his unencumbered left hand he drew bis dagger 

It was now or never He ran m boldly n^t under 
the downward rush of his enemy’s sword, dropping, as 
he did so, on one knee and jerki^ his head to one side 
He trusted that he would thus catch the force of the 
blow near the hilt and so mitigate its seventy His 
shouldeia were guarded by a double thickness of steel 
cham-mail and bs back oko was well enough protected, 
but he must trust to his good stats to get Ins head out 
of the way m tune. 

Goculdas, endeavoutu^ to shorten his swing, stumbled 
agamst the kneeling figure, upon whose back he brought 
down his sword with diminished force The nest instant 
he rolled backwards onto the grass The Fnnce had 
by a sha)^ turn of his left wnst jerked his natrow'bladed 
shaip-pomted da^er through Goculdas’s mail mto Ins 
heart 
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It was all done bo suddonly that the clucftainn, who 
Imd had the gicatest dillicuUy in restraining thcmscUcs 
from coming to the aid of the wounded and rapid]}* 
tinng Fnneo, hardly realised that all wan oser and that 
the wheel of fortune had resolved in Bhim Singh’s 
favour 

Over the dead man they raised a cairn of stones Ifis 
horse they turned ndnft It was unlucky to despoil an 
outlaw For that reoson, too, the} buned lus armour 
with him Bhim Singli’s wounds wore bathed in n 
neighbouring stream and bound up He wos faint with 
loss of blood, but a rest of several dn}8 ond nounshmg 
food restored lum suIBcicntly to enable him to con}' out 
lus expedition mto Gujarat with resolution, rapidity ond 
vigour 
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It was towards the end of the month of Magha m the 
follomng year that the Bana launched his last offensive 
against the Mnghals still on the soil of Mewar Dayal 
Sah, the Oivil Munster, had retained from his expedition 
into Malwa full of spoils The provinonB, the money 
and the cattle that he had brought bade with him were 
an exceedingly welcome addition to the Bana’s wamng 
supphes Auiangxeb, who was chiefly vulnerable 
throng his resources, had set them a bad example m 
ruthless pillagmg Cnoumstances forced the Rajputs 
to abandon, m this one instance, their traditional 
demency to the vanquished Dayal Sah had been re- 
lentless in bis plundenng Numerous gamsons had 
been put to the sword for their stout but unavailmg 
resistance The minister knew that whatever he did 
must be done qmokly He hoped by examples of 
seventy to the first attacked to induce the others to 
surrender at discretion But the soldiers holding Malwa 
for ihe Emperor never relaxed m then loyalty TTwh 



their rehgum, though it went contrary to the Rajput 
qunt The Razu were bound and shaved and the 
Qui'ans were thrown mto wdls 


The Rana was vexed at the news of tbs Partly 
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pcrlmpi on (ins nccount, nml pnrtl> hccntisc he bnotr 
that hia spoils ncra nlFcod} considerable, the gcnctons 
Bnna had given n willing car to the coinplninta of the 
inhabitania of Gujarat, who had sent o deputation to 
complain of their woes Conscqucntlj' he had recalled 
Bhim Singh in full career to Surat, the richest towm in 
the whole province The Fnneo had had a scries of 
bnlhant successes He had captured Idnt and proceed- 
ing by Birnogar suddenly appeared before Fatan, the 
residence of the prosineinl satrap, svluch ho plundered 
Several other towns hod shared the same fate His 
annoyance at being recalled in the flood-tide of success 
may be imagmed, but ho dared not disobey his father, 
and moreover he did not wish to mi&s the campaign that 
he knew the Bana would be planmng 
On the arrival of Sultan Muarram witli a strong army 
from the Deccan, Alcbnr, leaving his brother Aram at 
Chitor, had marehed to Ajmer, whence his father in- 
tended to send him and his houtonant Tohawwar Khan 
down into Harwar territory on the western side of the 
formidable Aiavolhs Akbar had had no desire to at- 
tempt a direct passage to the sandy plams of Morwar 
across the mountams One c^onenco hod been enough 
for him The Bonn had allowed hnw to leave Chitor 
wthout opposition It would mako cnsiet his design 
of freemg Mowar once and for all After that he would 
cony thoeampaign into Morwar. HiogollontDuigodos 
md the stout-hoorted Bom might be trusted to hold the 
Mnahms in check, if need arose, until ho could jom them 
for the fined phase of the campaign 
316 Sesodias, encouraged ly recent events, mit T o he d 
from viotoiy to victory About the tune that Blum Singh 
returned to Udaipur his brother Joi Smgh and Dayal 
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S,ih had fallon upon Azam neat Ohitor. That Pnace had 
allowed his brother Huazzam to occupy the fomudablo 
hill and fortress of the aacioat Scsodin oapital a-hilst ho 
himself, m full coafidcace of victory, moved dovm to 
meet the advandag Bajputs The battle was long and 
fanous, but nothing could resist the dauntless vaionr of 
tho clans The Mughals \7Cre swept from the field m 
spite of tho assistance broi^ht by Moaezam This had 
come too late Azam’s anny was m full flight and 
communicated its panic to the army from the Deccan 
Muazzam and his brother made rabant efforts to rally 
thoir men They e\posed tliemoelves most fearlessly to 
danger in so domg, but aU to no avail They could not 
stem tho tide of fugitives and had perforce to turn and 
flee with tho rest Nor did they holt until they had 
reached tho tremendously strong fortress of Bnnthambor 
far away to tho north-cast near tho confluence of tho 
Banas and the Ohamhal 

There the Bana was content to leave them, contamed 
by a strong force under his heir, Jai Singh, who was to 
prevent them agom entenng Mewar The Mii^ls had 
lost heavily , it would take them some tame to le-loim 
their armies So now the Bona felt himself free to open 
his projected campaign m Godwar 

In a few weeks tho red banner of Mewar was floating 
over the town of Qhoneiao, which the Bana made his 
headquarters A proud man had the Thakui been that 
day when he marched out to escort his suzorom to his 
fortress From tho battlemonts near the gate Fremaboi 
had watched the mcommg of the flower of Mewar 
chivalry Her heart beat wildly as she noted Pnnee 
Blum in the cavalcade The stem ezpenenoe of war 
had given him a more thoughtful look. He had grown 
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mto fall manhood Ilis tall htho figure had filled out 
The bnghtneas of his eye, the grace of his movements, 
had never been dimmed by the use of opium or other 
drug The Frmce had set his face against this obnosious 
practice, and had by his example treoned many of bs 
closest conuadcs-m-arms from the evil habit 
On the evening of bs amval Ftemaboi and her father 
listened \nth rapt attention to the Fnnee’s modest 
reoitol of bs adventures smee they had parted They 
vreie intensely mterested to hear how near the Frmce 
had been to bdnapping the mighty Alimigir, the world* 
conqueror bmsdf Bbm Singh bound them to seciei^ , 
he did not know whether his father would lelish l^e 
news of such a backstairs plot The Frmce himself 
confessed that he had attempted it out of a ]iouGiful 
love of escapade , he holf felt that it savoured more of 
a Fathan hoise-tbef’s action than of a soldier^s, but 
how, he asked them, could a youth resist such a temp- 
tatum Doubtless, whether bs father liked it or not, 
BocceSB m that eiqiloit would have ended the war At 
any rate it would have given bs fnend Akbar a chance 
to step mto bs father's i^oes, and thenBajosthon would 
have been assured of peace goodwill However, ho 
had failed, and so had btheito kept silent about that 
adventure He then told them of bs meeting with 
Goculdas They wore glad to heor of the timtor's death, 
and yet they were sorry that Goonldos, an excellent 
fellow m many lespeots, had been led astray by the 
madness of love to tread such an evil patb 

The gpd of love wields a tyranmc power,’ remarked 
theThakur, ‘ tomakeevenaBajputfoigetbsidlegiance. 
Ah, my dauj^ter, may it never happen that thou m- 
spirest suoh fierce unruly passion m any man’s heart 
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No doubt ’ttrould flatter tbee, but see vbat waaecy 
IS bke to eomo of it ’ 

Poor Picmabai secretly longed that the Fnnce had 
given her his devotion, bnt not to the length of costmg all 
other bonds of duly and allegianoe to the muds It was 
not to be, and so lira only answer to her father was a si^ 
The Fnace’s mind during tins conversation was filled 
with thoughts of Ambahka He would ask Premabai 
about her at the first opportunity, never suspectmg what 
a trial such questions would be to the Thakur's daughter 
Her father at this juncture being called apart to tlie 
outer balcony to insp^ the fortress guard for that night 
drawn up below, Bhim Singh turned and said ‘Fair 
Premabai, what news have you to give me of Ram 
Eommdevi and her word t ' 

* Do you really want to know about the Rom, Pnnee, 
or only of the beautiful Pnneess of Amber < ' lephcd 
Premabai with a brave smile ' Will it mterest you to 
learn how the Rom has brought over to her side some of 
her vassals who were mclmed to waver m their allegiance 
owing to Mughal falsehoods about the death of the heir ^ 
Do you wish for details of the Ram’s recent flying visit 
with these waverers to see the httle Ajit at Mount Abu ^ 
Nay, nay, your heart longs not for such tidugs ’ 

‘You have guessed an^t, fair maiden,’ answered 
Bhun Sin^, ' such tidings I sholl learn in the coanal 
hall But tell me— the Pnneess, is she even now at 
Jodhpur with the Ram * How does she fare ^ ’ 

‘ She 18 wdl and happy The last tune I saw her 
before she left Rumhhalmer she was proudly weanng 
the htUMt yon sent her, that beautiM bodice* of gold 
brocade frm^ with pearls— a pnnedy gift and acknow- 
ledgment that you would fulfil all t^ obhgations of a 
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btocolet-bound brother But \rhot need hod she of 
such a token of your undying fidelity * Your rescue 
of her was a better answer than any customaty gift of o 
bodice in return for her bracelet She wears it so con* 
stantly that it will Boon bo worn out You must send 
her anotheTi Fnnce And she must renew your bracelet 
*Xi8 a wonder to me how you have escaped losmg it in 
your fightings * 

‘ Indeed 1 come near to loang it more than once untd 
I bit upon the precaution of bmdmg a nlken doth ti^tly 
over it on my wnst I sec I must creep once mote mto 
the Emperor's camp , this tame to steal not an Emperor 
but pretty baubles from his scra^o— thou^, upon my 
honour, tiiat is the harder task ' 

The Ftmce laughed gaily os he smd this, but Fremabai’s 
face wore a sad expression There was no hope for her 
She must finally renounce the daydreams that would 
visit her m spite of dl her reedutions, and do her best to 
further the happmess of the man she loved so dearly 
GeneTonB-heatted girl 1 It will not be long before yon 
are called upon to fulfil this seU-saonfiemg tesdve 1 
The next day news came to the Bana that Akbor and 
Tohawwat Ehan were matching to expd him from the 
temtones on the western side of the Aravolbs He sent 
an urgent message to the Bam of Jodhpur to repair once 
more to the safety of Humbhahner before her retreat 
was cut off He pomted out to her that thou^ they 
hoped for victory it was hy no means certam, because 
the Muduns would find the flatter country of Mdrwar 
easier to move over with thor heavy guns Unlike the 
hroken hilly country of Mewor, it was a country mdeed 
mote like the great plains to which iheir orxmes were 
accustomed 
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Mcwnrlule the Bona sont Bhim. Singh duo north xnth 
tho gallant Sosodia dana to oilect a junction Tmth tho 
Rahtois Their object urns, if possible^ to dnvo Akbar 
into tho mountains of which tho Sultan W now a wholo- 
aome dread As it n as, tho Bahtois dosing m threaton- 
mgljr from tho nest had forced him to keep neaioc to 
tho mountouia than ho liked IBs father hod enjoined 
upon him to march down direct upon the Rana m God- 
war, though tho Sultan had argued that it were better to 
threaten the recapture of Jodhjiur and thus draw his 
enemy away from his fnondly Aravallis mto the open 
sandy data of Marwar Aurangzcb was impatient to 
finish all at a siroLo. He conld not bdiore that the 
re-eqmppcd army of his son could be defeated He 
know from his qiies’ reports that it was stronger m 
numbers ihsn tho combmed Rajput forces, and he also 
learnt that the Rana had found it impossible to drag 
more then six of tho captured heavy guns across the 
mountains , the others had one after ouotiier come to 
grief and been abandoned Suifii were his reasons for 
confidence m tho final issue. 

Bhim Smgh jmned the Bohtois under Duigodas and 
hiB brother ohioftains on tho hanks of the httle Sukn 
nver. They hailed him cordially as the bulwark of 
Marwar, and together they turned northwards to meet 
the oncoming mvaders The armies met at Hadol on 
the Bandi Akbai’s lotoes were mdeed m groat strength 
and full of confidence Their position was a strong one 
Then for two days each side was busy leconnoitEing the 
positions of the other Durgadas was as wise as he woe 
brave He would not mk anmlulation until his work 
was done and Fnneo Ajit was firmly seated on his father’s 
gadi Severol ehieftaius made fiery speeches urging 
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instant attack Durgadas counselled patience and resort 
to stiatagcm Somehow or other, though as yet ho 
could not sec a feasible method of doing it, they must 
first throw their enemy into confusion 
Into the informal council of nor thot was meeting m 
Durgadas’ tent strode Indarbhan, one of the staunchest 
Bahtor chiefs, with news that one of Ins raiding parties 
had gamed a nch booty — five hundred camels laden 
with provisions ‘ Here,’ said Sonuig, Durgadas’ brother, 

‘ here is our diancc Lot us drive this herd of camels 
with flauimg torclies tied around tliem into our enemy s 
camp at dusk and fall upon them then ’ This plan was 
warmly acdaimed 

Just after sunset, then, that same evening the unfor- 
tnnate camels, gmntmg and squcolmg with terror at the 
honor on then: backs, wore dnven hcltcrnskeltor upon 
the Mughal encampment The outlymg posts wore 
abandoned m pamc at this swaymg, snigmg mass of 
flame that came upon them like a bolt from the blue as 
they were preparing their evenmg meal In a moment 
the whole camp was in on uproar, men dartmg btber 
and thither tiymg to catch the maddened ammals or 
dse shootmg them down, tents bemg set ahgbt and up- 
turned m all dueotions, orders and conntor-ordors being 
shouted by the mansabdars Whilst the confusion was 
at its height, the temblo Bajput war^, ‘Hur, Hur, 
Mahadev,’ burst upon their cars Tlie Bajpnt horsemen 
were upon them, hadong and hewing at all they met 
At first the slaughter was tremendous, until Tahawwor 
Bhan dashed m from the farther camp and portly 
stemmed the tide The attackers found that fitting 
amidst rows of tents was not easy Besides, the fallen 
tents, some burning with a horrid dioking smoke, im- 
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peded more tlion they liad espeoted Theii ropes and 
pegs lying scattered everywhere entangled the hoises’ 
legs It was only their determination that won the day 
The Mughals were dnven bock m growing oonfnsion 
until darkness supervened 

It was dear to Sultan Abbar that he could never hope 
to conquer those detenmned adveisanea He was 
utterly tired of this bloodthirsty war To him it ap- 
, peared so ungenerous and so futile He opened Ins 
uimd to Tahawwar Fhftn, bis compamon m misfortune 
fihioughout this Bajput war, and commissioned him to 
go the next moimng and ask for a short truce Bis 
commander, he was to say, wished to open negotiations 

Now the Bana hod known for some tune past that 
Akbar, half a Bajput by birth, had not his heart m this 
oruel war Therdore he had instructed Bhim Singh, if 
he could find the smallest oppmtamly, to tiy to wm him 
over completely by offering to help him, if he wished 
it, to oust his father from his throne, even os his father 
^umsdf hod pftshed Shah Johan aside and usurped his 
sceptre 

Bhim Smg^ knew that his chance of canying out his 
father’s wishes had now come At his urgent entreaty, 
Burgodas agreed to a three days’ truce, and the Fimce 
aceompamed Tahawwar Bhan to Akbaz’s disordered 
camp News of the grantoig of the truce had gone 
before them They entoced toe esmp to find eveiyone 
busy setting things ship-shape agam 

Sultan Akbar greeted his.old friend warmly Takmg 
hiB hand he led mto his luxunons private tent and 
placed him on a soft divan Seating himsdf dose by, 
toe Sultan tons began ' My fedmgs, Fnnce, about this 
fodhsh bloodshed are well ^own to you. Can we not 
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tiy for an honourable peace ^ M7 faliher must surely 
nour see lunr be is but wasting men and treasure m try- 
ing to vanquish an unconquerable foe Hen who can 
fi^t like your clansmen should not be thus sensdessly 
ahenated from the Emperor's throne and service. 
Bajput valour and devotion should once more be the 
bulwark of our Empire ‘ 

‘ Sultan/ broke m the Fnnce eagerly, ‘ my father has 
commissioned me to broauh a very dehoate tope to you 
If you like it not, speak forthwith and I shall say no 
more to o&nd you That yon are side to death of this 
senselesB war we know full well But you do not realise 
that your father is unrelentmg m his bigotry, still 
powerful m hiB resources and more detenmned than 
ever to avenge his past reverses He smcerely beheves 
it a sacred duty to his rebgion to crush us So Inug, 
then, 08 he remains m power, we have no choice but to 
fight to the last man But, Sultan, why should a bigot 
bo allowed to rum the mighty empire his ancestors be- 
queathed to him * Let him but follow the great Akbat’s 
bemgn pohey and the sun will never set upon his for- 
tunes Have you ever reflected how he came to power * 
What one man can do, so can another What soy you 
to throwing m your lot with us and by our tr usty aid 
mnnmg the throne for yourself * AnnfiTinr and per- 
chance a greater Akbar shall rule once more m Delhi, 
and all men shall use up and call him blessed What 
better chance than now ? !nie Emperor is but poorly 
guarded at Ajmer Your brothers are many matches 
distant from him— away m distant Ranthambor A few 
dajs, with our most assured help, will make you master 
of your father’s person The biter wiU be bit, and Shah 
Jahan will bo avenged at last’ 
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These 'woids Bhua Smgh ponied out m a rapid flood 
as Boon as he saw that Akbat made not the shghtest 
demur. 

< * ‘Tis a glonons projeot and, os yon say, one certam 
of accoQ^shment if we seize this opportnmly,' lephed 
Akbat * I accept your noble fath^a generous ofler 
Summon your fellow dneftains to a conference here ’ 

' That will I most gladly do Soon I shall hope to 
visit Delhi once again, as an honoured guest and not as 
a Btate-pnsoner Till the morrow, Sultan, farewell, and 

arose and took hiB leave, 
escorted to the confines of the comp by (he Sultan, whose 
face was radiant ujth hope 




OHAPTEHXVn 
SAVED B7 SUBTLE]? 

To lus aurpnse Bkta Singh found much opposition 
among the chiefs to their accepting Akbsr*8 mwtation 
to a conference The council which had been summoned 
m Duigadas’ tent that evcnmg to hear what message 
the Pnnce had brou^t back expressed grave doubts 
about the Sultan’s honesty of purpose They saw in 
bis mvitation naught but a pohte request to step into 
the tiger's lair The Prmce was moved to a hot reply, 
BO assured was he of Akbar's good faith ‘ May all the 
demons of earth and sky torment me, may I crawl as a 
cateipiUar on the floors of hell for sixty Ihousand years 
if the Sultan bo not honest I ’ he exclaimed vehemently 
‘If he be tieaidierous, I will atone for it with my 
blood Unresistmg I will ofier my heart to any man's 
dagger’ 

These brave words spoken so honestly visibly affected 
hiB hearers They were ready to listen to the sagacions 
Duigadas ‘ What,’ said he, * and shall we expose our- 
selves to the reproach of cowardice ^ Shall it be said of 
us Bajpnts that wo are afraid and dare not trust to the 
word of a pimce of the blood, and he, moreover, more a 
Bajput than a Husulmon ^ Pnnce Bhim is a shrewd 
observer of men thou^ he bo but young m years Upon 
his head bo any blood that is treachoroudy spilt He 
1G8 
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has freely offered himself as surety for the Sultan’s 
honesty Let us go to this conference vnthont fear ’ 

This speech corned the day. It 'vras agreed that Bhun 
Singh, Durgadas, Indaibhan and Somng should go to 
Ahbat’s camp nest morning, but, lost after all treacheiy 
rrore attempted, the whole Bajput force should take up 
a commandmg position near the hostile comp The 
Prince deemed this precaution, qmto unnecessaiy, and 
likely perhaps to lead to blows if any misobief-maker 
started a false rumour, but he was overruled and obliged 
to acgmesco 

The nevt day the four ehieftains, in full armour and 
accompanied by four grooms, proceeded on horseback 
mto the Mughal camp through Imea of unarmed men of 
Akbar’s personal body-guard, who wondered what was 
astir, but were ready, moat of them, to follow thou: good- 
hearted if unfortunate commander wheresoever ho 
might choose to lead them and whatsoever ho might 
choose to do They found the Sultany with Tahawwar 
Khan and three other amirs, awaiting them on foot 
outside bis capacious tent To show their good faith 
the amirs wore unarmed 

They gave them visitors a soldierly sdute, and together 
they went into the tent The horses were given over to 
the grooms To show that they trusted the Mushms, 
the Bajputs defied their armour and laid down their 
weapons m a heap ]UBt witbm the tent door. 

Ooshions and divans had been arranged m a mido on 
the luxunouB caipet in the mtenoi of the loity tent 
Upon these th^ sat themselves down and awaited the 
good pleasure of them host 

Afto a dioit pause, duimg w'luch he scrutmised the 
foocB of the three Bahtoi clueftoms and decided that 
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tlioy were tnistwortliyi Akber thus began ‘Pnnee 
Bhun and Tliakun of Maraar, it gladdens my heart lo 
meet you as fnends and allies You Imio o\cr been a 
generous foe, ond )on will, I know nght w'oll, prove 
faithful fnends The gracious l^Iahnrana Bnj Singh has 
promised mo, through the mouth of lus \aliant son, his 
support in on enterpme that will, if it bo succcssfnl, os 
with your help it must be, put on end to useless wan of 
fanaticism Thnkurs, doubtless the Pnnee has told yoii 
that our cnterpn&o is nothmg less than the dethroning 
of Alamgir even as ho dethroned Shall Jnhnn Much 
os’ll has he wrought m ILndustan, and not least agamst 
hiB own lath and Lin He cannot complain at ictoha* 
bon Mcthinks, in his old ago, he is cndcavounog to 
nconoilo himself with Allah the All-Mercifiil by showing 
himsdf a zealous Muslim lie tncs, by wamng ngamst 
the infidel, to earn ment and if possible so to occupy his 
mind 08 to blot out the mcmoncs of past evil actions 
Eypoente m all else, m rchgion he is smccre But his 
fanaticism is ruuung the empire Not by intoloreDce 
can peoples of vaned race and faith bo ided There- 
fore, before it be too late, and the empire ho shattered 
to pieces m this senseless fashion, another must take his 
place High rank and honour shall ho yours at Ddhi 
when I am seated on the Peacock Throne That I and 
my arnns are m earnest and will always show good faith 
towards you, I most solemnly swear May Allah be my 
witness that I speak truth ' 

Diugodas, on a sign from Blum Smgh that ho waived 
hiB precedence, and wished him to be then spokesman, 
thenrephed 

' Sultan, not for high rank and honour at the imperial 
Oourt do we welcome this 'onterpnse, but for the sake of 
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out distracted coo&lry and our little Frmce A]it, whose 
f ather'a memory we all hold in honour Have no fear, 
we shall do our best for your canso , more faithful alhes 
you will not find anywhere in the world Now, I pray 
you, diruige to us vour plans, for, the sooner wc strike, 
the greater our chances of success Alamgu mnst le- 
edvo no wanung of his imponding danger * 

‘ Thalrut,’ answered Akbu eagerly, ‘ I tliank you from 
my heart for yoiir words Of Bajput faith I need no 
assurance Briefly then my plon is this Ti^ther wre 
march on Ajmor, wherein the Emperor is but poorly 
guarded by a few thousand of his body-guard My 
brothers, os you know, are many marches distant and 
cannot reach him m time, oven if they arc willing U 
they refuse to join me, wc must together overwhelm 
them It may be that mu(^ hard fightmg lies beforo 
us, but that IS the spice of hfe to a Rajput Never is he 
daunted by such a prospect To-morrow we shall strike 
camp and set forth May Allah bo our shield < ’ 

‘ Sultan,’ broke in one of the amus, ‘ it were ivell to 
consult the auspices Let the Najumi be called to fix 
the time of one departure On snob an enterprise the 
men will not stir if the omens arc inanspicioos ’ 

Duigadas’ face showed clearly that this was a most 
unwelcome suggestion The Bajput has httle use for 
astrologers and omens when once his mind is set upon 
an object But Bhim Smgh, who had rapidly formed a 
design of secretly bribing the fellow if he coidd, nodded 
to Uurgadas as a sign not to be afraid of this new com- 
plication, and said, ' Be it so, but let the Najumi do kis 
busmess quickly ’ 

After a brief whispered colloquy with the Sultan, the 
Bimr who had made the suggestion arose and left the 

8SS a 
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tent Meanwlule, the Sultan clapped his hands and soon 
his servants appeared bearing cups of cooling sherbet 
They success to their enteipnse The Bajputs 
woidd have preferred to do this m some stronger drink, 
but mtomcalang hqnors are forbidden to the Muslim by 

to announoB that tiie astrologer 
\rould consult his diart of the heavenly signs mthm a 
few mmutes m the open space before &e Sultan’s tent 
Bhun Sm gh was surprised He never thought the 
Mushms, usnally so dilatoiy, would act so guicldy The 
cups were refill^ and drained m silence Then, with the 
Sultan leading the way, they all emerged from the tent, 
mto the bright sunhght outside 

On all Bides the Mushm soldiery stood watching with 
mterest a httle old man bending over his great chart 
spread out on a camp-table set m the open space The 
amir had, of necessily, divulged to him the exact nature 
of the enteipnse for the begmning of which he was to 
forecast the lucky day Fnnce Bfam hoped for the best 
his plan of bnbeiy, which he had so unreflectangly formed, 
had had no chance of bang put mto operation Dur- 
gadas and his brother were obviously uneasy Soning 
remarked that he did not like Ihe ouiming looks of the 
old man as eveiy now and then he cast up his eyes to 
heaven apparently engaged m maViiig abstruse calcu- 
lations ' Brother,’ he whispered, ' a dagger m his heart 
will be our best omen.’ 

This wbispermg; when all else was dead silence around 
him, did not escape the notice of the astute astrologer 
He knew that Bajpnts were not such beheveis m his art 
as other Hmdus Bte also realised that his pronounce- 
ments would not be wdcome to them, for he had formed 


The amn letumed 
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a plan of rumung ofi and '^vanung the Empetor, and was 
going to give himself a day's start in order to do this 
Fortune ^d not smiled upon him m Akboi’s camp 
More than once his prophecies had gone awry and he 
had had much trouble in explaining away then ill success 
Be must seek a new Md for the exercise of his art 

Suddenly, lifting his hood from the contemplation of 
his chart, he spoke m a high squeahy voice, ‘ Sultan, 
to-morrow's sun must set before you start The con- 
junction of the planets forbids your leavmg this camp 
before sunrise of the second day from now I have 
spoken,' 

Durgadas was about to argue with Sultan Akbar that 
even a day’s delay was hazardous, when Bhim Smgh, 
noticmg the impression that the old man had mode upon 
the soldiers around them, plucked his sleeve and whis- 
pered ‘ That amir spoke the truth, these men ate m- 
tensdy supeistitionB, we could never get them to move 
to-morrow After all, a day’s delay is no great matter 
I must admit that the am^s suggestion was qmte un- 
expected I learnt at Dolhi that Aurangzeb had dnven 
away all the Bindu astrologers who flourished m hu 
fatbits Court, but I did not know that the Muslims 
themselves have men eiqpert m star-gazmg ' 

Durgadas shook his head but said notiung B!e de- 
tenmned to catch the old man if he could and keep him 
m safe custody, lor he had an mstmctive feehng that he 
hod hod some secret motive m thus delaying them He 
could not ex^am it to the Fnnce, for he had no reasans 
beyond an inveterate suspicion of all astidlogeis and 
mogio-mongers, and this suspicion he knew was rather 
peculiar to hunself Once b^oro he had been betrayed 
by a ftliMlntan m this art But he knew that to aigue 
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from one boktnry cvnmplo, ftwl tlint too of ft mnn nfter* 
viards clcnrl) pro\o(] to iv a fraud, \«ould con\mce 
iiobod) So he kept hit coun<>i>I 

With manj protect At tout of mutual rc;;nrd nnd fidcli^ 
the Ilajputs p'lrtcd from ALbar and his nnitrs. tA}iAit 
that they would rejoin them uith tliirt} thousand men 
on the appointed dn\ soon after minnse 

Without Baying nni thing to the Pnnrc nboiit it, 
Diiigadaa bcnt out n Mjundron to mtorcept any Mushm 
nho might bo trjuig to steal aua^ to Ajmer to betroj 
tboir designs to the Emperor Unfortiuintel} tho night 
uas dark, and the astrologer, of uhom Durgados nos 
espcciall} suspicious, managed to slip through on n snilt 
camel Three others, houever, were encountered On 
being challenged they had made no answer, but drawing 
their swords fought desperately to cut their woy through 
AH three were killed 

The no\t day was spent m preparation for their north- 
ward march On the daj after, soon after siuinsc, the 
combmed forces were set in motion, in all about suty 
thousand men, home and foot Durgodos mode it lus 
first core to find out whether tho nstiologcr was with tho 
hlushms Perhaps ho had wronged tho old man in sus- 
pectmg him of trcacheiy Consequently, soon oftcr tho 
start, Durgadoa approached Tnliawwar Ehan with tho 
request that the astrologer he summoned in order to 
repeat his auguiy to the Eahtora 

The old man was nowhere to be found When this 
news was brought to the Sultan his face betraved con- 
sternation He was naturally annoyed and feared he 
knew not what TTiiluclaly for him ho had not that 
command over his facial expressions that bis father 
had, being by notnio open and honest Duigadas was 
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tratcbrap Mm like n Ijtt', ami j»uni<HiwHclj la 

the coadv-mri tint Ahinr aa<. {ftnMti}; pome dtmliie 
ftMap aafl hatl ri>j»n« f <1 at the ««» rolpgpr'p djsnp|»amncp 
Burnt ■« to Jan, »onn (^nou^h Ihni. he mt^read 
the FuUan**! chnawter XnMj oud pen«*mu«Ij dui lie 
thea Mrixe to tn.iLp amend'! for h)« oiMtako 

At pfp'pot, ln»Me\er, Durfttda^ ««,<! on Ins gourd Ho 
totil hi-s stjeptn ms to lu< I>rotiier >vnd nil the other londcre 
exn'rt Bhim Rmgli, whom he now tott''jdt'rtd to be 
too mneh ititoln tted ntth tklm to be!ie\e might ag.iiiuii 
him, Ihey det-'niiwied to lie on the ennsmut watch 
against ttcnclieij , o{ ditect att leh m the open they had 
no feir, for they were i jiial m nnmbe>s to the Mughala 

ileinwhile llic O'trologer was thnnlang hii «lam for 
leading litin ufcl) jnst lUov lying in wmt for Imn IIu 
glotted in h« mind o\er the nih rewards that Anmnareb 
wouM gite him. Hm eamel Imro him mnflly. but m the 
darkntei he rather lost hw dirwtion Late the nevt 
momins the old m-ui de<H'rt»! the eluggith Lum, and 
knew that hia best plan van to follnw ita counHi towards 
Pudigsr, whence it would be eas}* for him to find tho 
Vale of Ajmer, or, us hr preferred to tall it, Dnru-I-Kh»ir. 
Parfnng onwards for many hours, at Inst he caught sight 
of the mnssne square fortified police built bj the Em- 
peior .lUtbiir on n commnndtng hdl to the north of the 
town lying at its base Tlie rays ol the setting sun 
tinted its towers and walh with a rosy flush Doubting 
if hi" tired eitncl could bear him up the steep, he deter- 
mined to malm cnquines as to whcUict the Emperor 
was there 

lie learned that the Emperor was at the Daulat Bagh 
on tho embankment of the grand lake, the Bisol Talab 
In tho impenal nstdonoc of ouublo built by Jahangir, 
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the Empeior \ros at tbs moment enjoying the cool 
bieeses from the lake Tbthet the astrologer made bis 
way, and after much perseverance persuaded the guards 
to conduct him to the Presence 

Hb anticipations of noh reward were amply fulfilled 
Aurangzeb was generous to the man who had tried his 
best to save his throne— nay, perhaps even bs life For 
the Emperor instantly realised his perilous situation 
He had been m many ti^t comers in his life ; was 
hkely to prove the tightest of all But ho did not 
despair or show any outward marks of fear He rather 
enjoyed bs peril, for bs escape from it— and escape he 
felt assured of m bs complacent sdf-confidcnce — would 
prove once again to the wodd bs astuteness and deter 
foolish men from further attempts against Tnw 

An urgent despatch was sent to bs sons at Banlhom- 
bnr, but ho had httb hope of its reaobng them m time 
Ho must rdy on bs wits Calmly and dehberately he 
sat down to compose a letter to Akbar Entrusting tliw 
to a confidential servant, ho told him to seek out the tent 
of Durgadas and secretly leave it there He felt qmte 
confident that the rash, impulsive Bajputs would fall 
mto the trap, feebng that as Akbar was so rea^, ap- 
parently at all events, to deceive bs own father he might 
wdl be deceiving them 

There were brief moments, however, when even bs 
self-confidence was shaken moments m wbdi he 
fought of Duigadas, the foe ho most dreaded Perhops 
Buigados had been bewitched by the pleasant frank 
^nnets of Akbar, whoso nature was so near alon to 
thatof theBajputs Ho knew Dutgodas to he sagacious, 
and pmdent above the ordinary , ho knew that bs word 
earned weight with hia fellow-idueftams Summonmg 
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a semnt, Aarattgzeb oideied bm to bnng the black box 
I in viucih he kept the pictoies dia\ni at his oosunand of 
two of the most moital foes to hia repose, Sivaji and 
'Dnrga Taking out the portraits, or rather the rude 
caricatures, from their reoqitacle he gazed intenUj upon 
them Bivaji was drawn seated on a couch ; Duiga 
was depicted on hotscbaok toastmg badey-calras, with 
the ’point of his lance, on a fire of moize-atalkB Bis 
brow grew bladk as he gazed upon these two, and he 
nmttered to himadf ‘ This dog Duiga was surely bom to 
be my bane’ 

Ee shook oS his momentary but depiessmg fear He 
- ordered his body-guard to man the walls of the fort, to 
which he forthwith retited with the ladies of hs zenonoi 
Eis pretext was tliat they would find it cooler on the 
hiU-top 

Els spy did Lis work only too well Passuig that 
night throng Akbai^s camp, now not many miles from 
A]met, he found his way, with considerable diffioulfy, 
to Dnrgadas' tent, the scone a few hours previously of 
an important council of war attended by Akbor and his 
amiis Into the tent he pushed the letter below the 
ctmvas wall, and as lU-fate would have it he obaaoed to 
hit upon the very place where Akbar had been nttmg a 
short while before 

The spy was sill but caught He did not know it, but 
Durgodas was not m the ^t. As he was m the sot of 
withdrawing his hand from beneath ^ canvas, a heavy 
tread approoihed Squinmng his body round, he just 
avoided ti^ipmg up,^the lhaknr retmmng item h» 

' brother'a ,tmt 

By the Him glimmer of a lighted wide floating m ml 
in an earthen lamp, Durgadu* dhanced to catch 
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sight of aomcllung white Stooping, he picked it up 
‘ Strange, the Emperor’s scnl, a letter to Akbnr— hov 
comes it hero in my tent ^ * ho muttered to himself as 
he laid it upon the carpet ond brought the light nearer. 
' Ah > I hove it, that iios nhcrc Akiiar sat, ho must have 
dropped it inadvertently Tis very suspicious I hod 
better open it and read ’ 

So saymg, he broke the seal and spread the document 
flat upon the carpet to got the light upon it Sittmg 
dorm ho perused it, dcnchmg his fists and bitmg his 
moustache as ho did so Now ho know for certam that 
Akbar had all the while been playmg false The letter 
was indubitable proof of his ticachcry 
Ho ran to his brother's tent, awoke hun, and brought 
him bock to his own * Listen,’ he said, ' to the proof 
of the Sultan’s despicable duphcity I shall read yon 
Auiangzeb’s letter’ 

* Bo it known to Sultan Muhammad Akbar I7 these 
presents 

' The attainment of our important designs and high 
objects appeared to us imposaiUe to realise by ituy 
plan than that adopted by him Such wonderful luck 
as to have oil hostile leaders brou^t together in one 
place was perfectly impossible Hurrah, a thousand 
hurrahs, for the abihty of the son who has tamed these 
savages who had escaped the net and has mode them 
obedient to hmuelf Ab they have entangled titemselveB 
m the net, to-morrow mommg, if Allah wills, os soon os 
the sun rises, out son on that side and our vietonoua 
army on this side— strong leinfoicements l^ave reached 
us from Delhi— will dose m round them os on the centre 
of a cuole and attack them It is necessary that our 
son should exert himself to the utmost so that not one 
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of tiheai may escape and not a trace of this rebel rabble 
nu^remam* 

' Ba I ’ eliouted Soning in fray, * the aotobhor I dea* 
^ble gonobhoT • tbml^ to entrap us thus i Up, 


edpse us to do to this traitoroua abandoner of virtuo ’ 
Soon the tent •was filled with the leaders The letter 
ww read out to them , the seal was carefully scmtnosed. 
^ere could no longer be any doubt m their minds 
Sin^ protested it must be a base tnck the 
afflperor's , let them summon Akbar, ho could surely 
®^lam It -was impossible he could be so vde— never 
for a momeut would the Prmce beheve it He implored 
OM companions not to throw away this golden oppor- 
t®nty of overcoming Aurangzeb and makmg an end of 
ha tyranny < With Ins life ho would answer for Akbar’a 
Soodfuth 

The oBiers p^d httle heed to Us protestations They 
told hnn he was infatuated and had better not gamble 


treachery was proved up to the hilt Even at that 
^ment the Emperor would be marcbmg upon them 
Who knew how many new troops he was bimging * 
A^y, they must away without lettmg Akbar hove any 
™dmg as to th«r movemente 
The f tmce endeavoured to convince Bnrgadas that 


; a man of upn^t character and 
, He could not aucceed Dnigadoa had 
forgotten the Sultan’s consternation at the absence 
01 the aati^(^ Akbar's face bad betrayed a moment 
tary spasm of foot This, as Huigadas was forced by 
subsequent events to aclmowledge, had been miscon* 
stcued by bun as foat that a fotatorous design had been 
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discovered, vrliereas it had really been fear that the 
astrologer had dipped a\ray with the news to Antangzeb 
and that his ambitious schemes might somehow be 
brought to naught by the wily old Emperor The fear 
had passed because the slow-witted Akbar could see no 
means save that of precipitate di^t whereby his father 
could save bitwaftlf He had urged speed, and wimted to 
go ahead with theur strong force of cavalry, leavmg the 
infantry to follow as fast as they could This urgency 
on Akbar’s part had served but to confirm Durgadas’ 
ill-founded suspcion that they weie bemg led mto some 
trap consequently his reply had been that they were 
moving fast enough and had better keep together 
Later on, when his error of judgment was made plam, 
Durgadas realised with a bitter pang how unreflectmgly 
he, a man noted for sagacity, had jumped to a rash 
conclusion 


supposed betrayer Bhim Smgh wrung his hands m 
despair at their folly He could not stay these hasty 
uni^eotmg alhes though he tried his utmost to do so 
throughout that night It was one of the bitterest 
moments of his life 
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WHBifr Akbat awoke next monung and beaid tbo as- 
tounding news that the Bajput camp was empty, and his 
allies gone dunng the hours of darkness none knew 
whitiior, he was nughtdy perturbed ‘ What > * he ex- 
claimed to Tahawu ar Khan who had brought the tidm|^ 
'morediblo I Do you not remember Durga’s words, “more 
iaitblul nUies you will not find anywhere m the world " * 
And Blum Sm^ too < Alas for fid^fy that is dissdved 
like mist before the sun I Tcnly, they must have been 
bewitched Go now and assemble the men We must 
act immediately.* 

Issuing a short while afterwards from his tent, the 
Sultan found his troopers and foot-soldiors formed up 
in a hollow square He advanced to the centre with his 
officers and thus addressed bis men* 'Alas, that we 
have lived to see the day when Bajput faith is so short- 
hvcdl Men, I can find no cause for this incredible 
Bcbon other than witchcraft Our enteiprise is ended 
m failure Go ye to your homes or to servo under some 
more foitunate comm^er MybbItiBshot My cause 
is lost 1 have no more arrows in my qmver * 

There was much consternation among the troops and 
confused murmurmgs They were bewildetod and know 
not what to do. Most were inclined to take the Sultsn 
m 
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at luB woid and depart homewards, havug had enough 
of these distant campaigns Tohawwar Ehan made np 
his mmd to withdraw his squadrons and rejoin the 
Emperor, hopmg to convince him that so he had always 
intended to do when the fittmg opportumty arose To 
support his assertions he would wnto a letter to that 
effect, taking care to put an earlier date npon it This 
letter he would give to a faithful body-servant, mstnict- 
ing bun, before he reached the Emperor, to tear his 
clothes to shreds as evidence that he had been waylaid 
by Minn robbers from the mountains, and had barely 
escaped with his life with his master's letter m his 
turban Taking farewell of the Sultan, who had olreody 
told him that he would seek sonctnary with the Eahtors 
to convmce tTiBm that he was no traitor if, mdeed, it was 
tteacheiy they feared, Tahawwar Ebon departed with 
his men His example was followed by the other amirs 
There remained to ^bor barely a thousand men 
They were men of his own body-guard who refused to 
leave him and swore they would follow him to the last 
gasp The Sultan was touched at this proof of devotion 
and was moved almost to tears 
Sadly retracmg the way he had come full of high hope 
BO short a tune before, Sidtan Akbar with his family and 
his loyal body-guard sought out the Bajputs, hopmg that 
they too had ndden ba(^ by tiie same route 
Towards the end of the day he found them and, ndmg 
into Iheir bivouoc, appealed to Durgadas and his com- 
rades to give him and his family hospitality and pro- 
tection He could not understand whot had happened 
If they feared treaohe^ on his part he could assure them 
that Kis conscienoe was dear He was no traitor, os his 
retummg to them made manifest He was onnons to 
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Itnotr tthat had hralolicd them, for he was convinced 
that they vroiild not base left him m the lurch without 
somo apjwrcntly tea^onuble grounds 
' Sultan/ exclaimed Dut;^as, whose loco evpiCBScd 
contrition, 'you are right Naught but wntchcmft 
could have mode us act so foobshly, so impulsively 
Now we Icnow (or a certamtv that the nily old fov your 
father has tnrkrd us Forgiie ns for imputing trcai^ei}' 
to you, but indeed we had some cause to think it aftor 
reading your fatlier’s letter to jon ‘ 

'My father's letter to me^' replied the Sultan m 
ainarement ‘ I do not understand My father boa not 
wrntten to me Uiesc many weeks ]uut ’ 

‘ Ila " shoufod Bbim Suigli m tnmnph. * What did I 
tell you * AVos I too reckless a gambler to stake my 
life on lus honesty * It was a cumimg tnck of the 
Emperarifa to base a letter dropped by some spy m your 
tent, Dnrgad’is/ 

Tlicsc words rejoiced the heart of Akbar Ho was 
OTCijoycd to find that his fnend bad never doubted him 
He expressed his gratitude to tho Pnnee m a voice that 
could hardly apeak for emotion 
On being shown the letter, tho Sultan acknowledged 
that, on ilie face of it, it was damnmg OMdenco against 
him. Ho expressed his regret that ho had not been 
called upon that same hour to oiqiloin matters His 
father bad been mote than a match for lum ' Alas,’ 
ho cned, ' we are tho slaves of fate , puppets that dance 
as It pulls the strings ’ 

Duigadas* handsome face showed plainly to all his 
feelmgs of smccre regret and sottow at tiio calamity 
thrir recklessness had brought upon Akbar He seised 
tho Sultan’s right hand and swore Uiat ho would make 
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nincnds o\cii nt the co^t of liis life He begged Akbar 
to consider binucif and liis family honoured guests of 
Marnar, c\ery tlnn in nhich uould give them hospitabty 
and protection so long ns they remnmed in Rajasthan 
Perhaps fortune’s tide irould turn , they might yet get 
their chance of seating him on the Peacock Throne 

Akbnr smiled n sad sinilo and slonly shook his head 
‘Nnj,’ he replied, ‘it can ncsTsr be My day is over 
I do not blanio you and your brother chieftains, Bar- 
gadas, for bcliemg that I vns almiit to betray you 
Yon letter nas too clercr. 1 miglit have knomi that 
nothing disturbs the cquanimit} or self-possession of 
Alamgtr no danger catches him asleep Rightly does 
ho boast of his astuteness Tlicrcfore all thoughts of 
thrones I noir renounce My Arst and last desire is to 
escape his vengeance I must put the wide sens between 
mo and my embittered father Thus alone shall I 
escape his long arm * 

Tlio cbie& listened to this sod speech in dejection 
Tlioy ouned their folly Duigadas said that if such 
were Akbar's fixed dctonnuintion bo himself with s 
thousand swords would shield him from his father’s 
wrath and convoy him and his fomily sofe to Surat, 
whence thoy ought take ship to Pcrsio He suggested 
that thoy should now take a long mght's rest in view of 
the hard journey before them 

Next mommg Prmce Blum deported with the Sesodia 
dans after a tender leave-tnkmg of his fnond the Sultan 
The Pnnee had received bad news of his father s health 
and must hasten back to Ghanorao His father, he 
knew, would bo very much grieved at the failure of their 
most promising enterpnse, but, he added, it was no use 
dwelling upon the past Be assured Akbar that never 
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again yronld the Rajputs desert him Wishing him a 
safe journey to the coast and a prosperous voyage and 
ah happmess m his new home, the Pimee rode away 
Whilst all these events were happening, the Emperor 
was stirred mto activity His two sons had by this 
tune almost reached him from Banthnmbor. Ete had 
had a few uneasy moments until lie learnt that they 
were not accomphees m Ahbar^s rebellion but were rcaUy 
conung to his rescue His wrath was londled agamst 
Ahbar he was dotemuned to take him ohvo and put 
him to a Imgetmg death in Gwahor fort Therefore he 
instructed his sons, Muazram and Azam, to pursue 
the rebel and bnng him bade The war against the 
Rena would be suspended, for all then energies must be 
bent upon the one object of captunng Akbar He would 
never feel sreuro so long ns that renegade was at large 
These sentiments wore soon communicated to his 
amns and other officers Tahawwar Elhan’s tnck had 
not deedved the astute monarch, who pieferied not to 
employ him any farther m his service Too late that 
unlucky man leahsed his folly m hopmg to hoodwmk 
Aurangzeb But, before he was cast mto prison, tiiere 
to be one mormng sammanly executed, Tahawwar 
Ehon, as a partmg act of vengeance agamst the Em> 
peror, managed to conv^ mtefogence to Akbar of his 
father’s mtentions, and urged him to flee as fast os he 
could before the gatheni^ storm 
When Buigadas learnt that the whole force of the 
Emperor was about to descend upon them and that the 
RauB of Mewar was a dymg man no longer able to 
give them efieotive aid m this oqbis, the mdomiiahle 
Rahtor leader detoimmed to rely upon his own efioits 
Leaving his brother Somng m duu^ of the afEaits of 
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Marnar, lio and lits tliouvind rctamen hurried Ahbar 
and hii men along in Itpndinng flight to the coast The 
joumov Mas long and full of |>cnt They would ha\c to 
elude the \igilnnce of the Kmperor’s naualis in his 
proMorc of Main a Tbo} woiilil need to use all their 
cunning and knowledge of their own countiy to throw 
of! tiie piirsiiers already hot upon their tracka 
With this object, Dutgadas led his little force in a 
soiitii-wrsterlj dirrrtion ns if he were seeking the western 
dceerts of Marnar n herein large armies would find it 
diflicult to maintain thcnwelvcs llis plan succeeded 
The Miighals followed lum but, misled by false icpocts, 
imagined him to be making for Jalor, not discorermg 
until too late lion he hod tneked them by turmng 
i>outli>east and taking bia guest through the lully tracts 
of Menar and Diingnrpiir and so down mto Main a 
Tlie Emperor lind even attempted the cnido device 
of bribery Forty thousand gold ‘ suns ’ wore delivered 
to Durgndas one morning by two messengota sent on 
snift camels in bot haste after lum They natebed him 
before ho turned aside into Menar This enormous sum 
was handed to lum without stipulations, but be under- 
stood clearly the motive with winch it was sent His 
first impulse had beeu to spurn the bribe, hut on second 
thoughts ho took it, giving the messengen to understand 
that lie would do what the Emperor seemed to wish 
When they departed ho laughed aloud and, calling Akbar 
to his tent, spread the coins out before him 
‘ Behold, Sultan, your generous father has sent this 
sum to alleviate your suilenngB,* ho exclaimed with a 
broad gnn, ‘ but I have sent him no thanks Perhaps 
you wrould like to write bun an iromool acknowledgment 
of hiB benefaction ’ 
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The Saltaa undezstood. He grasped the Rahtor's 
hand and thanked hun varmfy for his adnutness in 
leplenishing their cofiots \rhon he ini^t in his jSist anger 
have thrown the money hack at the messengeie, who 
would doubtless have Wted with it to then own on> 
nchment. 

At lost, after many narrow escapes and much haid- 
dup, the parfy of fugitives, guarded day and mght by 
thim fait!^ escort, safdy reached Surat There they 
found on English vessel sailing for the Persian Qnlf 
EfflWVmg thereon with his family, Akbor was oonvqred 
in safety to a port m tbe Gulf wWee he made his way 
to Persia, and there ho died a year before bis father 
breathed his last 
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CIUPTER XIX 
A TBIIATY OF PEACE 

Tnr tlmt liad rcnchcd Durgadas about the Rana's 
health n as only too true He n as n dying man Raehed 
Mith ronstant attacks of fever, worn out by the nmaefies 
of the Inst two jeare and enfeebled by tbc many severe 
wounds ho had received at the battle of the Berach, 
Rann Raj Smgh was but a pale ahadow of his fomer 
robust self Bhim Singh, on his return to Ghanoiao, 
was ahocked at the change m lus father Tlie court 
bard, vvlio was also court pb}6ician, could do httle to 
abate the fever or revive lus fading cnoigics 
Tlic Pnncc's account of the fightmg at Nodol, of the 
promising beginning of Akbar'a rcbeUion against bis 
fatlicr and of its sad and dramatic cdipso roused the 
Rana for a tune from hn lethargy Ho hod a short 
respite from his fever and could take an intdhgent 
interest in the most recent turn of affaus He could 
not help breathmg a sigh of ndief when he heard of 
Aurongzeb’s detcnnmation to leave the war m Mewor 
and bend all lus energies to the capture of Akbor 
This policy fitted in with the Rona’s desuo to return 
to Udaipur and summon his heir, Jai from the 
field Tn as inueh OS there wore no longer any enemies 
for him to watch, except on isolated gamson at Ghitoi 
which could be starved mto surrender at any tune the 
178 
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Bajputs cliose to Bononnd them, Jai Sm^ wns free to 
return to the capital to receive his father's last commands 
For the Baua kuev himsidf to he approaching hie end 
Latterly he had been tormented by the dread of civil 
war bteakmg out on his death Blum Singh had, mth- 
out a doub^ immensely increased his populanty; he 
had won his spurs over ond over agam, uhereas his 
brother had nob shorrn a particularly warlike or adven- 
turous spint tiiough he had not shirked his duty when 
it came. Would his chieftains realise, the Sana won- 
dered, that Jar Smgh, the heir-apparent, had not had 
such a free hand to go toammg about in search of hard 
knocks and adventure os his brother Feeling wtUun 
himself, however, that Bhini Smgh nas, after all, more 
of a man than hs brother, the Bana now wanted to 
assure hnnsclf that he wns not ambitiouB of the gadt , 
he wanted to warn his hen, the son of Bongadevi, his 
favourite Bani, not to deal injudimously with his brother 
out of fear 

With these thoughts constantly occupying his mmd, 
the Bana watohed Bhim Smgh keenly and soon come to 
the joyful conctasion that he was qmte reconciled to the 
position of a younger son and hod no desoe to oust his 
brother from the throne Satisfied with his observa- 
tions, the Bona announced his mtention of retuining to 
Udaipur os soon as he had recovered snfiEioieut strength 
for the journey 

At this juncture, Baja Shiam Smgh of Bikaner, an 
officer m Aurangseb's army and hi^ m his confidence, 
paid a visit to Ghaneiao Ho hod been given leave of 
absence by the Emperor, he said, to visit ^ estates and 
thought he would ium aside from his journey to make 
tbs acquomtanoe of the man who had so aucceasfully 



180 


BUIM SIK 6 H 


dhcomfitcd Almngtr Ho %nshcd also to xcncv Lts ac- 
quaintanco ^nth I'nnce Bhim, of nhosc more recent 
ovplojta some tidings had rcacltcd him Pnrthcr, he 
miplit pcrhajis he of <.01116 senicc in securing lavourablo 
tenns of peace Tlic Eraficror nns too proud to mahe 
open o^ertnrei, but nas, he nas convinced, quite pre- 
pared to receive invotiralii/ an} that might come from 
the Itann 

Bans Baj Singh received lum hospitably and proposed 
that he should accompan} them to Udaipur, vrhere they 
nught discuss possible terms of peace at leisure Ac- 
cordingly, on an appointed day, the Bana and his clans 
took Icav e of Tlmkiir Gopinath and his daughter Prema- 
Imi and set out across the mountains They travelled 
slovvl}, for the Bona fdt the jolting of the pnlla and 
could not go many miles at a time 

Atiivcd in his own capital, unfortunately, tlio Bana 
fell ill again for a space and Shiam Singh could make no 
progress in his iicgotintions Jai Smgh was assiduous 
m his attentions to the sick man and hstened to all that 
he said Ho promised to fulfil his father’s wishes to the 
letter, lor, os ho said, ho had no desue to stir up un- 
necessary strife WTien, at last, the Bana grew a httle 
bettor and could receive his guest, he could not agree 
with his views on the situation With all the petulance 
of a sick man, ho found objections to oveiy proposal put 
forward As victor he wished to make the terms so 
staff that Shiam Smgh, who know his imperial master’s 
, chatacter, was in despair of ever getbng the Bana to a 
more reasonable frame of mind 

All through the nuny season the negotaations dragged 
on, the Bona bong frequontiy too lU to attend to any 
busmess In the thud month the unfortunate ruler 
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grew lApdly \?oiso and to tkc genuine sorrow of all lus 
pao]^o sank into death On the {onotal pyre, to which 
Jai Smj^ apphcd the hghtcd torch, were umnolated ^vlth 
the mAgnonunous B&t^rana his Bams Arondattadovi, 
Bhntt Smgh's mother, and Bangoden, the mother of 
Jai Singh, together with twelve of their handmaidena 
The brotheis lamented their deaths, but conld not pre- 
vent what was uDivonally conndeied a most honourable 
sacrifice 

In course of time, Bana Jai Singh erected to his 
fai^ci'a memoiy an degant mausoleum m wbta marble 
from the quames of Eankioh The vaulted roof, sup- 
ported by handsome columns raised on a lofty terrace, 
o*ertopped all the other cenotaphs m the crowded 
Mahosati or ' place of great faith ’ at Ai, a mile or two 
from the capital, in order that aU who came after might 
know that Sana Ba] Smgh had done greater deeds for 
his county than any of his predecessors 

The new Bona was solemoly mvested with the m- 
Bigma of royalty m a full durbar of the ohieftninB and 
nobles of hlewar, the Bawat of Salumbor exermsmg his 
hereditary nght of girdmg on the Sana’s sword with his 
own han^ Bhun Smgh was honoured by a seat dose 
to his brother on the vdvet cushion He f dt, however, 
that his brother’s court was no place for him He 
wanted a fief of his own and a strong oastlo to which he 
could take his bnde Amhohka, for, m his own mmd, he 
saw hunsdf already her wedded lord He would depart 
unmediatdy and ask the Bam Hommdovi to give her 
to him But he was soon to learn the tmth of the 
proverb * there’s many a dip 'twixt the cup and the hp ’ 
He was to find that winning hia bnde was to bo no mere 
matter of a formal request for her hand 
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On hiB biotihei adong Tmn, on the fourth day of tha 
ceremonial durbars, if there ifere any boon that he 
craved from the Bana’a hand, Bhim Sin^ xephed in full 
council that he desired to possess the fief of Bonera, 
seeing that he had kiHed its former owner, the outlaw 
Goculdas, whose treachery had resulted m the resump- 
tion of hiB estate by his suzeram The boon was willingly 
granted On the followmg day, therefore, Blum Ringli 
did homage to his brother and in return was given Ihe 
Shillat of mvestiture in token that he was now lord of 
Banera 

With a light heart the Fnnce departed the same day 
acoompamed by his retainers In his pleasant imagm- 
ings he saw himsdf withm a short tune the happest 
husband m all the world He made great haste aotoss 
the mountains towards Ghanerao where the Bom of 
Jodhpur now was, whilst the armies of Aurangzeb, having 
for the nonce the upper hand of Durgadas Boning, 
were roaming at large over her land It was the presence 
of the Bam at his castle that had prevented Thakur 
Gopinath from being present at Jai Sink's mvestiture 

Jai Sm^ was ^ad to see his brother go He was 
jealous of his populanty Freed from tiiat onxieiy, he 
turned his attention to the mcomplete n^tiatums for 
peace with Aurangzeb’s unofficial ambassador After 
some further disoussionB m the council of nobles, the 
following terms were provisionally accepted by Shiam 
Sm^ and later on were ratified by the Emperor Chitor 
was to be surrendered Mosques already erected on the 
sites of Hmdu temples and sliTniag -wen to be left 
mtact, but no more such mosques were to be built 
The contmgents formerly supphed by Mewar should 
agam bo sent for service with the Emperor’s armies, 
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but no additional demands should bo imposed. His 
fathei's throne and country should be xestoied to 
Pnnoe Apt Smgh, who was still under the proteotion 
of hlewar 

'Whilst his brother was thus engaged upon these 
wei^ly matters of state, Bhim Smgh pursued his happy 
way, busily imagmmg all the bliss that the future held 
for Ibm How difierent would have been his fedmgs if 
he had known that, some tunc before the death of Bona 
Ha] Singh, Hao Eesti Smgh of Bednor, a Piamar xank- 
mg amongst the premier nobles of Mewor, had sent by 
hiB purohit a gam-oncrusted cocoanut to Ham Kornm- 
dem, lequestmg m this symhoho btshion the hand of her 
ward, Pmccss Ambahka 



CHAPTEBXX 

ALUa 'WSLL TEAT ENDS WELL 

SnUi comparativdy a young man about thiriy-iour 
yean of age, Boo Eesn Singb bad bad the mufortune to 
lose bis \^e But in the constant mountain wacfaie of 
lecent days be had caught a gbmpse of the Fimcess at 
Eumbhalmer, and, fallmg m love tnth her beaufy, had 
detenmned to end his da^ of widowerhood, He hoped 
that the fact that he was a Piamar of ancient Imeoge 
still m the prune of life and a kinsman of the Bam by 
his former yrde would outweigh the disadvantage of his 
being a widower His puzobt faithfully dehvered this 
message and expatiated at length upon the Bao’s excel- 
lences and virtues 

Bam Eommdevi looked with favour upon his smt 
She was feeling the burden of her responsibibty for 
Ambahka’s saf^y and welfare growmg too heavy for 
her m these days of trouble when she had so constantly 
to leave her palace at Jodhpur to take refuge m the 
mountains A stronger arm than hers, she fel^ was 
now needed for the protection of the girl whom she so 
tenderly loved Here tras a match that, m view of the 
unsetUed tunes, was euimently smtablc. So she ac- 
cepted tile cocoannt on bchaU of her ward and sent a 
gracious reply to Boo Bhsn Sm^ 

The Bam regretted, however, m her letter to the Bao, 

m 
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and ^eadonx at Jodhpni, but Tbakoi Oopmafjx of 
Ghan^o, a dose fneod of bis, bad odeied her the hos- 
j^tdity of bis oostle asbeEtamporaiybomfi and be would 
bdp her m anangmg the maniage on os giand a scale 
OB Was possible undet the ctieomstances Bao Eesn 
Smgb was quite content He was not a man who set 
mud) stoic upon cetcmomal, and moreover he fdt that 
some might laisc objeobons to the mamage of a Poncess 
to a widower 4 A qmet wedding suited his temper and 
his condition 

Ambabka, when at last appnsed of the Barn’s accep* 
tanee of the offer, was too much overcome to protest 
She thought that the Bam had guessed her secret and 
would have given her to Bhim Singh, her hero and her 
bracdet-biother. She did not know, poor giri, that the 
Sesodias had lesdved to oxdude themsdves from mtei- 
moniage with the Eodihwaha and the Bahtoi dans by 
zeason of these dans havmg given daughtera in mamage 
to the M iigli ftl emperors It was for this reason that the 
Bam had not thoo^t of Bhim Singh as a possible hus- 
band for her ward AmhaKka’s great love for the Bsm 
and a feehug that maidenly duty should make her 
acquiesce m what the good queen wished to do for her 
hanmiieBs kent her toMue-tded But she was secretly 


bie^mg her heart 

The Sana’s death and the obhgatoiy attendonce of 
the Bao at the court for the installation of the new Sana 
lad ddayed matters But now he was free mid was 
hastening to Ghanetao with a splendid retinue lie 
Bam pushed on pieparatiojis for the mamage ceremonies 
to he duly peiionned umnediatdy ou his amval 
Bao Kesri Singh had left the court two days before 
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Blum on tiie plea of lugent family aSaiis The 
Fnnce had couiteoudy escorted hiTn for a short distance 
out of the city, natm^y supposing that he was return- 
ing to his estates and having no idea of the Bao’s real 
destination and object The latter, hnowing that Bhim 
Sin^ was Ambalika’s bracelet-brother and suspeetmg 
that, m spte of the ban, the hi^-spinted young men 
Tnshed to bo her husband, had judged it wiser not to 
mention his real busmess to any one at the court nor 
even to his own men He would soon bo with his great 
fnend, Thakur Gkipmath, to be wedded to his beautiful 
bnde If Bhim Singh was disappomted, ho was sorry 
but, as the Bam had accepted bs offer and the Fnncess 
had made no demur, the Pnnoe could hardly accuse him 
of playmg a tack upon him 
' 0 Fremabai, what shall I do ^ * wailed Ambahka as 
they sat together m the dusk of the evenmg on the wall 
of Ghanerao Fort ‘ Eesn Smgh has sent a message to 
soy that he is coming on the wings of the wind Oh, 
that the dear Bam had told me sooner 1 How con I 
warn Bhim Smgh, my beloved, m tune * Bo you think 
that he is mdifferent ^ Nay, nay, I cannot bebeve it 
after his noble service to me and his tender vows of un- 
dying devotion How con I get word to him to rescue 
me ^m tins mamage that the land Bom has arranged 
for me ^ Ah, she does not know how my heart is break- 
ing She my sadness to be due to gnef at leavmg 
her’ 

As she poured out her woes m this flow of words, 
accompamed by tears, the kmd-hearted Fiemabai put 
her arms around her and comforted her by whispenng 
mto her ear, ' Be comforted, dear Ambolika, your hero 
IS tdso conung on the wings of Gie wind As soon os 
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vm I Iieard what was about to take place, I sent a swift 
messenger to ilie Pimce 1 had on mstmctiTe ieciimg 
that my messenger would not need to nde many miles 
to Udaipui but would be lucky enon^ to meet him on 
hiB way hither 1 knew that as soon as his ceremomal 
duties at court were over he was sure to start out hither 
For he would never find his brother’s court congemal 
he would not rest hnp^ m the idle hfe that the peace 
treaiy which the Sana is said to be conduding wiQ 
brmg about IBs heart ever yearns for adventure and 
he would not desert his late ^es m Harwar Of this 
I was sure A short hour ago my messenger returned 
to say that the Pnnce is but a few miles o^ awaiting 
your commands ’ 

' Beloved, beloved Premabai,’ exclaimed the Ptmcess, 
Bobbmg for very joy, * you ere the truest faend a gid ever 
had All will now be well But what do you advise f 
Shall we tell the Bam that I will wed none other ^ ’ 

' That would be unwise,’ repbed the sagaaous Prema- 
bm ‘ The Bam could not nsk offending tbe Sesodias by 
openly disregarding their ban on the mamage of a pnnce 
of their dan with a Eaohhwaha or with a Bahtor ’ 

‘ Oh I 1 knew not of any such impediment Why 
have th^ put this ban upon thomsdves ^ Now I see 
why the dear Bam never thought of my bracelet-brother 
08 a husband for me ’ 

Premabai, wbo had long realised that this ban on 
mtcrmam age would prevent Blmn Sin^ thmlring of 
hetsdf as ^ bnde, or indeed of any other maiden of 
these two dans with whom he was not despeiatdy m 
love, lephed, * Well, Ambohka, yon must know now that 
the Sesodias have never contaminated then blood by 
giving their dau^teis m mamage to the Wnghni 
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wHiereBs our olana havu done so Hence tihe bon And 
nov if Bhun Singh appears and openly stands os a nval 
daunant for your hand, the Ram ^nll be m a senous 
dilemma, for she loves you truly and would not willingly 
go against your heart’s wish But she cannot, as I told 
you before, afford to nmke enemies of her alhes, even if, 
as seems hhely, they withdraw from the fi gh t We 
mus^ however, credit them wiih the infam tin n of mnlnng 
theur peace treaty benefit Marwar otherwise their 
action would be base desertaon of the Rajput cause 
But the Rom, remember, is yet m ignorance of the terms 
of the treaty and cannot afford to nsk them enmity 
Do not blame her So you see we cannot tell her what 
your wishes ate, but must help ourselves ’ 

' What a wise head you have, my dearest fnend, upon 
your young shoulders 1 ’ rephed Ambahka after this long 
ez^anation 'But now, there’s no tune to lose— tell mo 
what yon propose ’ 

'Bnefly then,’ answered the Thakur’s daughter, 

' what 1 propose is this Bhim Singh, os many another 
chieftain has done m our annals, must swoop down and 
cany you off before the mamage tie is made mdis- 
soluble You must request the Ram’s leave on your 
wedding mom to go to the hill-tempio, to pray for your 
future happmess Your prayers, 1 know, dear, will be 
the most earnest ones you ever prayed. As you are 
retnmmg m your palhi, if you peep out through the 
curtains, you will see your hero You must jump out 
and he wdl raise you to his saddle Away you will nde 
fiistor than the whirlwmd to some strong costlc. There 
the purolnt will wed you to your beloved Ceremony 
will bo cast osidc—but what are long dull ceremonies to 
ardent lovers t ’ 
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Ambalika’s eyes glistened Tvitb joy as she listened to 
her foond Then a feeling of feazfnl legiet took pos- 
session of her She thou^t of the Barn’s vexation at 
the insult ofEeted to the worthy man of hex dioice She 
shuddered to think of a bloody puismt and possible 
xevenge ovetwhehning her beloved one , of herself she 
had no thought 

In a broken voice she uttered her feats, bat Premabai 
laughed and told her to have no fear Bhim Singh was 
no weakling nor chicken-hearted , he was not likely to 
get the worst of any fight no matter what the odds 
against him Besides, i^e herself would use all her 
infi.uence with her father to lestram the natural fury of 
Bao Eesa Smg^, his great fnend In time, the Bao, 
who Was a man of good sense, would reahse that an un- 
loving wife would be a thorn m his side all his days 

All fdl out as had been arranged On the morning 
of the day before the night of the fall moon, a prooession 
of ^y-decorated palkis was wendmg its way to a small 
temple that nestled at the foot of a hill a mile beyond 
the walls of the Thakuz’s httle town Ambahka and 
her were going to pray to the Goddess for her 

• future happiness The httle bnde’s heart was all a- 
fiutter as she shyly peeped out of her ourtams and could 
see no signs of her hero She reminded heisdf, how- 
ever, that he had received Premabai’B letter and had 
promised to be ready. Probably he was on the other 
^ of the hdl, or, hidden among the trees on the top, 
was even now watdhmg her progress She dared not 
pat out her hand to wave him a greetmg lest the ^ot 
should he suspected by any of her bearers or of the 
palace-attendants waOmg solemnly with their adver- 
headed maces on all sides of her 
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Tho timo that she was obliged to spend in the temple 
in sacniico and ptajrer seemed ages long. Her heart 
beat wildly ns she re-entered her palla for the return 
But her agitation was short hved Scarcely had her 
palki got under weigh with its precious freight than she 
heard confused ones of astomshment, a clatter of 
horses’ hoofs and a scufflmg of feet There at last was 
her hero on his good steed ' Thunderbolt’ by the side 
of her httcr Tho macc-bcarcrs had scattered before 
him and his three compamons like leaves before the wind 
With a glad cry she jumped out to bo swung up by a 
strong arm to her beloved one’s saddle Away they 
rode round the hill and out of sight, gallopmg as for 
dear life 

The Ham was tombly upset, and kuew not what to 
moke of tho matter Bao Ecsn Smgh was m a fury at 
tho insult Bhiffl Smgh hod given hun The mace- 
beorois were certain that it was tho Fimce Unfortu- 
nately Bhim Smgh had forgotten Fromabai’s advice to 
come masked so os to gam tune by throwing tho out- 
raged bndegroom mto nncertamly as to who had done 
the deed Now the Bao of Bednor was for instant 
pnrsmt and recapture of his bndo 

Thakur Gopmath, however, brought him, not without 
difficulty mdeed, to see that pnrsmt was vom They 
had not the sh^test idea in what direction the fugitives 
had gone, nor were they likely to gam rehable informa- 
tion from any of tho peasants, who hod probably been 
well bribed by the Prmoe to throw pursuers off the scent 
The Pimee by disregarding the bon wonld sufier the 
displeasure of all his kmsmen Moreover it looked like 
a concerted plot between Ambolika and Bhim Smgh< 
for Ambohka had been sfxangdy argent to visit that 
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little temple outside the mills instead of the lug temple 
m the tome She had, he lemembeted, finollj peiauaded 


the streets hefoio she ms actually obliged to do so 
Thotofoie, as hia daughter Premabai had but tecentiy 
remarked on hearing with great astonishment of this 
event, let the Bao remember that an unlovmg wife was 
an ill thing to hve with 

At this moment Fremabai entered to tdl her father 
that the rude captors of her dear fnend had lost been 
seen gallopmg round the fo<^ of the temple-hill and must 
have made for the mountams, for otherwise they would 
have kept m view a long lame Shonld she use her 
knowledge of woodcraft and tracking to find out what 
path they had taken ^ 

Her kind thou^t touched the Bao’s heart ' lake 
father, like daughter,’ he thought, httle suspecting the 
port she was playing, as he looked at her straight hthe 
form and her fine face with more attention than he hod 
previonsly given to her After all, he reflected, this 
mountain nymph, this girl of the open air, would he a 
more smtahle wife for him than a Eenano-hred, tender 
and perhaps ignorant gid He had fallen m love with 
a pretty face, hut beauty often hes skm deep The 
Thakur’s daughter was n^t An unloving wife would 
prove no ble^g He would cultivate Fiemabai’s ao- 
quamtsnee , but he must make sure of her, for to he 
twice foiled would make him a vantable laughing-stook 

So ho acquiesced m the Thokur’s reosonmg, sent a 
comfortmg message to the Bam and told his fnend that 
they must faeget them troubles m hunting Perhaps, he 
said with a smile, Fremabai would put her knowledge of 
woodcraft to a more innocent use a:^ show him the laus 
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of the \nld beaats. The Thabii was rejoiced at tins 
change of mood and lephed that he iros sure nothing 
would please his daughto better 
During the next few da^ Thakui (Jopinath noted 
with pleasure the growing mterest his fnend 'Qie Bao 
was taking in bis daughter, whom, mdeed, he had known 
as a child of remarkable seU-possesmon and mdependence 
of character In bis younger days the Bao had thought 
that such a child would grow up into too masterful a 
character to smt him as a wife Hie first wife had been 
very shy retuing The contrast between her ways 
and the frank open manners of Premabai was very 
striking He was fascinated by the charm of her coin* 
pamonableness She had an uncommon gift of mtnition 
She anticipated his wishes before he could express them , 
she answered his questions before they wore half'spoken 
He had no need to give lengthy explaastionB to such s 
ready-witted girl In fact, he was astonished at the 
extent of her knowledge and her sagacity m practioai 
afiairs until he remembered the manner of her upbringing 
and her constant association with her father It was, 
indeed, a deh^t to have such a compamon Then fort- 
ni^t's shikar was passmg all too qmcldy 
Thakur Gopinath kept himsdf m the background. 
He knew nothmg of his daughter's disappomtment m 
her hopeless love for the Fnnce Of late he had bwn 
giving senous thought to the question of his daughtws 
mamage, thou^ he would miss her dreadfully He 
wanted Premabai to have a free hand m fbe mattw, 
he hod no wish to impose a bndegroom upon her w 
knew that he could trust her discretion Now, it seemro 
to him, the right man had come Surely Premabai must 
admire bis manhncss and good sense 
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So it turned out Fiemabai uas in truth more and 
more captivated by these verv qualities m Eao Eesn 
Singh She seemed to recognise in lum many of her 
father’s charaetensties , and her admiration for her 
fethei had ever been unbounded Sho thoroughly en- 
joyed talkmg to the Eao on all maimer of topics After 
all, she begon to realise, a man ovei thirty had more 
attractii’c and endunng quohties than a youth hardly 
out of his teens Her very unusual nphni^iiig was now 
exerting its natural influence Accustomed to daily 
compamonship with her dear father, she Mt that she 
could trust her life and her happmess to a man nearly 
twice her own age who seemed so deh^tedly to appre- 
ciate her rather muque quohties and disposition In 
leaving her father for a husband she would not be step- 
png mto a strange forbiddmg world but could contmue 
to be herself, contmue to express her own personahty, 
and yet be fondly loved and cherished 

At last, Bao Singh, reahsmg more clearly eveiy 
day of their pleasant shikar expedition that Ftemabai 
would not be likely to reject his smt, spoke to the 
Thakur and fomudly lequested his daughter’s hand 
He was very giatiiied at the pleasure this ofbr gave to 
his old inend, who had taken vonous opportumties of 
tellmg him of his daughter’s saymgs aud domgs 'n’hen 
her father told her of his joy and pleasure in the Bao’s 
request, Premahai embrac^ him lovm^y ond whispered 
that her heart, too, was full of joy Thus Bao Kesn 
Sm^ now utterly grateful to Bhim Smgh for havmg 
snatched away Ambahka, knew that he had mdeed won 
the veiy qneim of women, unselfish, prudent and tho]> 
oughly capable 

^e Bom’s eiaboiate preparations for a weddmg 
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were, aftei all, not thio\m away Befoze the tune of the 
next full moon the httle town of Ohanerao was en f&e to 
celebrate the nuptutls of the Sao of Bednor with its 
Tliakui’s daughter 

On thmr return to Bednor they discovered that the 
fief of Banera had a new lord, no other than Bhim Smgh 
himself Their estates lay withm cosy reach of each 
other A cordial message of goodwill from the Bao \nth 
the announcement of his happy mamage to Premabai 
was answered by a letter from liie Frmce m which, after 
the usual congratulations, he assured Bao Besn Smgh 
that his new-found happmess m hovmg won such a noble- 
hearted girl as Premabai to be his wde was clearly the 
gift of the Gods, who know better than men do what is 
really for their good The Gods had given to each of 
them the wife best smted to him Let them return 
thanks and rejoice 
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